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INTRG oy

The Communist armies opposin: United Nations forces in Korea em-
ployed the commonly accepted principles of war, nemely, thp prinicplqs of
mess, movement, the offensive, surprise, security, simplicity, coordination
of command, and economy of force. In the tactiocal execution of‘thsso
principles they agreed in some aspects with western tactical doctrine and
differed in otherso1

Becically the Communist forees, particularly the CCF, followed
the military doctrine outlined by Meo Tze Tung on 25 December 1947 as
the "ten principles of war by which the CCF fight"i

1. "First strike scattered and isolated armies; later strike con-
centrated powerful enemy forcos° ,

2. "first take the small and middle-sized towns, Qitias and cowntry-
side; later capture the big cities.

3, "Regard the snnihilation of the enemy‘s fighting strength, and
not the holding and teking cities, as the major objective. The holding
or telong 0 wrbits is the result of the destruction of the enemy’'s
strength, and this often has to be repeatsd before they can be finally
held or taken.

L. ™In every battle, concentrate superior forces (double, triple,
quadruple, even five or six times that of the enemy) to encircle the
enemy on all sides, and strive to smnihilate the enemy. n.strof part
of the enemy forces and move the ssme troops to wipe out other portions
of the enemy strength. Avoid hattios of attrition in which gains are not

sufficient to compensate for losses, or in which gains merely balanéo
vii
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losses. We (Cormunists) are numericail; inferior, but we must secure
local superiority in every section »2ai svery campaign,

5. "Fight no unprepared engagemencs. Fight no engagements wherein
there is no assursuce of victory. FEndeavor to secure victory by prep=
aration and staff work.

6. "Promote the valiant characteristics of no fear of sacrifice
and fatigue, of continuous action or successive combat actions.

7. "Destroy the enemy while he is in movement. At the seame time,
emphasize the tactics of attacking positions.

8., "In respect to assault of cities, wrest from the enemy all cities
and strongpoints which are weakly defended. When opportunity favors, take
similar points which are defended to a medium degres. Strongly held
cities and installations can be attacked after conditions mature.

9. "Replenish our army by capturing enemy personnel and materisal.
The source of men and arms of our army is mainly at the front.

10, "Utilize the periods between combat operations to rest; regroup,
and train the troops. This interval of rest should not be too long,
however., Insofar as possible, do:not permit the enemy to have a
breathing space."

The CCF used certain armies offensively and others defensively.

None was restricted, however, to one type of warfare, because the enemy
had to employ all committed armies to fit the immediate teoctical
siﬁuation03

The Chinese Communists developed these principles in war eagainst

the Japanese and successfully used them against the Chinese Nationalist

viii
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Government. Siuce a large portion of the cadre of the North EKorsen
People’s Army served with the Chinese Comnuniet Forces in battle
sgainst the Japanese, North Korean tactios employed against United
Nations Forces were similar to OCF and Soviet Russian tactics. At
the outbresk of hostilities on 5 June 1950, three of the North
Korsan Pscpleis Army divisions committed to action, the Hth, Oth,
and 1Zth, were composed of epproximately 60% Chinese Communist
trained North Koresns. All Commanding Generals and other key
offisers of all North Korean People’s Army divisions were Chinese
Communist Forces and/er Soviet trainedo Many North Korean Psople'’s
Army noocommissioned officers also had undergone extensive Chinese
Gommunist Forces trainingoh

The contents of this monograph is an attempt to show the pattern
o trend of enemy tactics successfully employed in Kerea. Source
materials wers obteined from files-of the Eighth Thited States Army
in Kores and its component corps; interviews with veriocus steff
members . (s Researsh and Analysis files, GHQ, FEC; documents from
the Army Translation and Intelligence Section, GHQ, FEC, and
translations of captured enemy documents by the 1ALth Military
Inteiligenne Detachment. Special mention is made of the excellent
G2 report, US IX Corps, entitled, "Enemy Tactics, Techniques, and

Doatrine,”
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CHAPTER OVE

OFFENSIVE TACTICS

SECTINN A

Offensive Indications as Determined by United Nations Forces.

Every enemy offensive showed evidence of being 2 well-prepared,
well-coordinated atteck. The tactical value of surprise was vital to
the Communist attack, and the ecnemy went to great effort to utilize
svery ruse, in addition to superior camouflage ﬂisciplineg to prevent
his intended action from being revealed. However, certain indications
were mrevalent before all major attacks on United Nations positions
in Korea. Yet no one indication im i tself warranted the belief of an
impending attesck.

L. Fnemy regrouping and re-equipping.

The receipt of replacements connoted a strengthaning of enemy
wmits, and was considered a part of the enemy rsgrouping ectivity. This
did not always indicate an immediate offensive action, as the rephcemanf.s
were often intended for badly depleted enemy wmits. Small groups
noving to various sectiéns of the front, coupled with other offensive
indications, usually pointed to a pending offensive. Units were
shifted in accordance with the enemy praoctice of designating wnits for
offensive or defensive employment. It was necessary to move the
offensive wnits forward prior to the implementation of the offensive.
This action usually took place § 1;fo 36 hours prior to the attack.
Withdrawal of the aerensive uwnits, thereby brehking contact with
W forces, generally presaged an ememy attack. This proved true

5
in operations since the NAKT(NG perimeter period.




2. Sensitivity in the direction of known or suspected troop

concentrations,

Initially preceding an offensive operation, Communist forces
attempted to avoid all contact with United Nations patrols, apparently
as an effort to disguise their main intention. Late in the campaign,
the enemy used strong screening and delaying forces to shield his
rear area activity., After holding i'or a certain predetermined time,
the delaying foroes withdrew to new defensive positions. The
sensitivity of the enemy in the direction of his supply bases or
troop concentrations was ably illustrated by his resistance to a
United Nations drive toward the CHORWON-KUMHWA- PYONGGANG triangle
in April 1951, The enemy used a deiaying»scregning force and thgn
suddenly lawnched sn attack against ™ forees.

3. Army reserves close to the front rather than in depth.

Reserves, within overnight marching distance of the front
as ocontrasted with a deep displacement of reserves for defensive
purpoges, was an offensive indication. Actusl observetion of enemy
movement was diffioult during periods of inclement weather, due to
his utilization of darkness, and by his adeptness at camouflage.
An inorease of troop sightings in a particular area was generally
conclusive evidence of an increase in troop strength in that
vieinity,

Lo Stockpiling of supplies in forward areas.

Until June 1951 the enemy utilized large supply dumps at

division and Army (corps) level, Subsequent to that time, the enemy

Ol 1T 2
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reduced the size of his supply installations and dispersed them
: 8
widely to minimize the effeot of UN air .ad ertillery.

5. The inoresse in deserters and stragglers apprehended from wnits

not in contact.

Night marches in the rear encouraged straggling and desertion,
During the summer of 1951 it was possible to trace the shifting of the
North Korean VI Corps from the west to the east front by the capture of
stragglers and deserters. The enemy usually informed gis soldiers of a

future offensive, and some deserted to avoid conflict,

6. Incressed guerrilla activity behind friendly forces.

Eerly in the Korean conflict, guerrilla forees suzcessfully
hampered the United Nations supply lines, Prior to an enemy offsmsive,
such sctivity inorensed sharply with the primary tergets being communi-
cations, bridges, and supply routes, Due to the successful screening
of all high ground, plus the use of RCK ggtional Police, guerrilla

activity wes later reduced to a minimum,

7. P statements of impending operatiovns.

Enemy soldiers were well informed sbout tactical plans of
their wnits and the overall plan as a result of the Communist political
indoctrination method of building up the individual’s sense of duty
in the operation. Readiness dates were probably given tc the enemy
soldier rather than the actual attack dategll

8. Increased enemy rsconnaissance on the front and from rear areas,

Enemy probing attacks and infiltration methods were used to

- £ind out troop dispositions, artillery positions, cormand pocsts, bouadaries

SOWORERR " uncLacsiricy
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between fricrdly units, and the disposition of ROK wnits. Enemy
agents returned to their lines approximately five days before an
offensive, and the probing attacks took place two or three days prior
to the attack. When the enemy had the opportunity to reconnoiter an area
at will during a withdrawal, halattacked advancing W forces without

2

imrediate prior reconnaissance,

9. Use of smoke screens to hide large=scale daylight movements.

The enemyt?s use of chemical smoke generators was limited, but
the desired effect of screening troop movementg was obtained by turning
dry natural vegetation and debris during periods of extended clear
visibility. During 11 to 15 May 1951 the enemy established a smoke
screen across his entire front to screen the movement of his forces
to the eastern sector of the Eighth Army‘'s front prior to launching his
16 May offensiveal3

10, Increased propsganda effort to include the release of friendly FWs.

UN capture of enemy PNs who made fantastic claims of a coming
offensive coincided with the enemy release of captured United Netions
personnel. This was an attempt to undermine the morale of other W

1L

troops,

11, Forward displacement of grtillery.

In the past, the movement of artillery into forward areas
tended to indicate a strong defense, but the enemy did not support his
later attacks with any notable smount of artillery fire. He relied
chiefly on mortars and automatic weapons. However, the forward

displacement of artillery had to be considered as a potential offensive
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indication.

12, PW _statements ms to being issued extra combat rations (up to

fifteen-twenty days per man),

The enemy soldier was instrucizd not to est hie combast rations
until a given date which usually was the starting date of the offensive.

The number cof days’ retions issued was indicative of the proposed

Lpril 1991 orffensive, Pis

no
[

duration cf the attack. Fristv o the 2
stated they were issued » six-day combat ration. This atback
continued for five days, Prior te the May 1951 offensive, Pis
captured in the US I and IX Corps sectors stated they were issued an
average of fifteen days’' combsi retiuns on or about 10 May. This

was prior to their departure from essembly areas for their march to
the sast. This offensive was launched against X Corps on 16 May,
which would havs left each soldier with nine days of ocombet rations if
no resupply had been recsived. The CCPF atteck was broken up after
seven days by a United Nations counterattackalb

13, Repair and Construction of rosds in forward areas by the enemy.

Baszides being an offensive indicationg this also pointed oub
the avenus of approach of the pending enemy offensive, To protect
assembly arsas and on withdrawais. the enemy made extensive roadblocks
and berriers ty ditehing and sratering roads end destroying bridzes.
Shortly before launching his attack, the road and bridge demage was
repaired. If extensive repairs were nscessary, the enemy preformad
this work at night. At times, Commmist Forces had to iuprove cxisting
roads or construct new roads in order to move artillsry and cther hesvy

17
eguipment forward.
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14, Sharp increase in refugee travel followed by drop in this

ﬁravela
This indicated a strengthening of an enemy potential in one
area. As new enemy uaits moved forwsrd Into position, civiliens in the
area fled to avoid being caught in the center of any future conflict.
18

As the enemy tightensd his security, the flow of refugees fell sharply.

15. The imposition of radio silence by the enemy,

Redio silence was resorted to by the enemy, 24 to L8 hours

19

preceding each offensive,

Steps Teken by Friendly Forces to Counteract Enemy Offensive In-

dications,

When such enemy offensive indications pointed to an attack at an
early date, United Netions forces took certein counter measures to
hinder his preparations,

Air attacks were increased on known enemy supply end troop
concentrations. An extended serial effort was made to cut his lines
of supply and reinforcements. Night attacks by radar guided aircraft
and attacks in adverse weather were made on enemy positions and
suspected routes of advance. Evidences of the success of our air
offensive was indicated by the enemy's use of secondary roads and
trails, his extensive use of camouflage, and his di:persal of troops.

Limited objective attacks and probing ettecks by friendly armor
in November 1950 and April 1951 kept the enemy off balance and forced
him to commit his reserves and attack prematurelys* Unaoubtedly this

*In January and May 1951, WN forces awaited the enemy attack.
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had an adverse affect on the . orale of the enemy soldier by foreing
him to engage in a defensive action rather tham an offensive one.
These attacks also made the enemy delve into his stockpiles of
ammunition and supplies necded for e sustained offensive.

To determine the enemy's movement and offensive potential,
increased intelligence effort was méde by United Nations Forces.
Agent reports, PV¥s interrogation reports, air observers'’ reports
and other means were screened carefully. Increased patrol activity
was stepped up with many patrols having the primary mission of
capturing prisoners. Small probing attacks were conducted to
determine the areas in which the enémy was most sensitive.

When the direction of the anticime ted enemy attack was
determined, friendly forcexs were shifted to meet the offe.isive.
This in turn enabled United Nations Forces to contain the enemy
cffensive and, as in the case of the Communist May offensive, mount

20

s counter offensive.
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SECTIN B
»*

Preparation for the Attack

Prior to lsunching a major offensive, the enemy carefully planhed
his every movement. Of utmost importance was his problem of supply.
Hampered by persistent United Nations eir strikes, the enemy became
a master of move.ment and caﬁouflage due to the constant harassment by
bombing and strafing. Supply dumps were destroyed, which placed a
strain on preparstions for offensive or defensive actions,

The CCF supply system began at the Chins-Korea border and led
to the lower echelons. To expedite the transporting of supplies to
f\omard dumps, North Korea was divided into sections, each with Branch
Unit control pointéo Specific drivers were assigned to each section
and drove only routes in that area, This enabled the driver to
become Tamiliar with the routes and available concealment, snd
facilitated the transporting of supplies during the hours of dsriness.

The CCF Northeast Military Area Rear Service Department was
charged with the transportation of supplies. Supplies were moved
into North Kores from China by rail‘ to trucking points where vehicles
picked them up and delivered them to dumps located along main and
secondary roads. Air sightings revealed that these dumps, on
secondary roads branching from principal routes, were clustered at
the southern extremitiss of fhe roads. This indiocated supply

*An excellent study, "CCF--NKPA Supply and Transport" was prepared

jointly by the G2, 8th Army and the A2, 5th Air Force in September 1951,
Reference should be made to this study.

UNCLASSIFIED




'
N ) . . {Ji\‘z ,«’.-f't ”'n ”..«

routes for the forw;rd wits. It also indicated these routes were
probably utilized for the flow of troops inte various sectors of the
front or for the withdrawal of wnits in forward areas.

The Transportation Section of a Commmist army is very flexible and
varies sccording to the number of vehicles on hand. Generslly, all
vehicles in a Communist army were organized into three wmits to
facilitate supply. Cart units were organized in each enemy division
to supply division, regiments, and .sometimes Army wnits, All carts
aveilable within regiments were utilized in these units, supplementing
vehicular trensportation, Each cart was supposed to travel about
23 miles a day. Also within each regiment were two transportation
groups=—-a wheelbarrow group snd a ®coolie" or pack laborer group.

These were charged with the responsibility of supplying forward dumps.
Each mit, company through division, sent personnel to the next
higher echelon to draw necessary supplies for their organizations.z1

Constant bombing and harassing by air raids forced the enemy to
use vehicular travel extensively at night or in overcast weather and
to employ camouflsge of tree branches and foliage. To deceive
United Nations aircraft, the last vehicle in a convoy sometimes used
its headlights to make the pilot of the aircraft think it was the
lead vahieleo This caused the pilot to overshoot the convoy.

During the day, vehicles hid wder bridges, in woods, and in tunnels,
Rail travel was also restricted to.night movamentoea

All available bypasses around destroyed bridges and roads were

utilized, and squads of enemy soldiers were stationed st bridges to

“fk\fﬁ
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to bezin repairs immediately after hostile air raids,

Submerged bridges were used effectively by the enemy. Logs were
cut and held under the water by rocks and saadbags. However, this
method was effective only where the water was relatively shallow
ond slow-moving. 4ntiaircraft squads wers stationed at key bridges
snd serial tarzets to defend them against atback. These uruads
remsined at the site of the installation even if it had been
slightly demazed. If it were destroyed completely, the anti-
aircraft wmit mnoved to enother prime locatidne23

On bridges and trestles alony reilroad routes, air sightings
reported several bypasses and alternate routes constructed. Bridges
which were blown were repaired overnight. It was reported the
enemy laid his rails on top of the wreckage, permitting travel to
continue, although dangerous duse to the unsteadiness of the wreckagéa

Each enemy compeny and regiment was required to have seven days'’
combat rations on hand; each division, ten days®; and an army from one
hal{ month to one month. Storage shelters were dispersed, and each
shelter was supposed to contain no more then ten thousand catties
(approximately thirteen thousand pounds, of food. Each dump was
located in a place easily camouflaged, readily socecsible to vehicles,
and so located that . w1+ were able to draw supplies at any time.

A few prisoners of war stated that in some cases there was a system
of night truck delivery from division dumps to regimental and,
in some instances, battalion dumps. Thzi type of supply system

was the exception rather than the rule:
10
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Asx a direct result of rapid sivance and sonstatt herasswent by
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red Vations air and artillery, the enemy had to procure foodstuifs

loeally., Some waz obtained from Korean farmers by diudness, ~oercion,
or outright business transactions. Political Iinstriotiong emphasl zed
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the necessity for cordisl relationse.
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Mevement to the Auemblx Area

The ;m.lloat enemy wmit to be assembled for an offensive was
usually of ocorps strength. Sub-wnits in outlying bivouacs one
night s march awmay (15-25 miles distanoo). were ordered to assembly
areas, whioh were normally fwmrable points near United Natiens
positions. During the approach, tvo divisiens moved forward vith
the third in reserve. When the main line of the Tnited Natioms
resistance, or when formidable hestile resistance was ono_'omﬁeréd,
one divisien spread out to assume the responsibility for the
entire front. The second division withdrew to'eha_;;ea of the
reserve division te prepare for the pendipg atttok;

In the movement teo the e.uel_xbly area, multiple golqﬁt—«acb
of battelisn strength--were used. Prier to movement, reconnaissance
elemeni;e moouted out the routes of approach and any suspscted
hostile positiems. A peint, three to fifteen men, was sometimes
usod at the head of a regimental colum follewed by an advance
guard. The point preceeded the main colum 1000 te 1500 yar;ls,
Very little emphasis was placed on flank security; although during
tactical marches, e part of an antitank company, armed with 37
millimeter gws, was attached ¢ the advance guard or divisional
nain colums., In open terrain, thn; ‘antitank cempany was employnd
on paréllol roads as flank loourit);. ‘If a small United Natiens
group was emcowmtered, a small force was sent to engage it while

, K4
the main body endeavored to bypuss the resistance.
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In rear areas, most units marched in a colum of twos or a colum
of files on b(;th sides of the road. In forward areas, the men in the
battalions marched in singlé file on one side of the road to
minimize casualties from air strikes and possible artillery fire.

This also facilitated control. The standard distence between

enemy soldiers during the march was three to five pmoes; botween
platoons, eight to ten yards; and between companies, tem to fifteemn
yérds_o The distances were dependent upon the emownt of illuminetion,
since most moves were made at night. Marches usually started about
1630 hours and continued wntil daybreak with brief five-to ten-
minute rest periods given to the men every hour. While the tx_'oops
wore resting, guards were not employed for local seourity because
of the prior reconnaissanceozs

During night movements, the enemy generally utilized secondary
roads and trails. Villagers provided the enemy with information
regarding locations of United Nations troops, and sometimes native
guides were employed. Routes of approach were merked with bl@zed
troes, rocks, and sign markers. Some capturodb Piis rgported the use
of a luminous substance, easily discernible at night, to mark tra.‘ill»z9

During the mai'oh strict disoipline was exercised by enemy troeps.
The men were cautioned about loud noises, smoking, talking, ax;{d the
display of lights., Commwumications during the march were conductaed
either orally or by written messages delivered by runners or horse-

mounted messengers. At higher echelons, radios were used. Often

at night, the individual soldier wore a white armband to facilitate
15
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control.

Air observers, posfed on high ridge lines_during the march, fired
warning shots when a hestile plene was sighﬁede A soldier on the
next hill, hearing the shot relayed the warning by firing amother shot;
thus the rentire columm of marching troeps was alerted for am esnticipated
air raido51

Only wmder the mest trying ciroumstances were vehicles used to
’czﬁanaport troops, and even then it was generally limited te transportatien
of the wounded. In spite of this, enemy wmits advenced from rear
areas to the battle zone at the rate of 25 miles a day. Uni‘aed{]ﬁ‘ati@ns
air strikes did net serieusly impede their movement at nigh‘dse38

Some daylight moves were made during sdverse weather conditions
or wmder the cover of smoke., The enemy, laciing smoke preducing materiels
and equipmehtg oreated smoke hazes by resorting to widespread forwst
fires and the firing of villages during periods »f relat:i,mly little
wind felecityo To Insure against a possible wind shift, snsmy
inf-i;traters set fires behind W lines to assure & continuous smoke
haze, Hewever, during the Commumist May ofiensive, daylight moves were
made in good weather. The enemy trocps marched in a single centinuous
colum with 25 to 10 yards between groups. Strafing attasks wers
ineffective as the enemyhsoldiers squatted in ditehes during the )
attack and then moved en., This indicated & high state of «:1:‘ti.fs:fs:”a.pl:17.1eo33

Two assembly areas were used., The first was an ares approximately

25 miles from the frent lines where battaelion—size units assembled

and received orders from a divisiomal staff officer, through the
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Rogimental CP, to march to a desighated area. BEscaped American soldiers
reported s large orange light,*abo;t five feet square, on the top of & hill
facing in the direction of the enemy's rear lines. Large troop
concentrations with pack horses we}e gathered in the vicinity of the L
light, indicating that the light might have designated an assembly area.3

Before launching a large-scale attack, the enemy attempted to
evacuate all civilians in and arouﬁd his area, and prohibited the
entrance of civilians into the sector. This was done to counter United
Nations espionage activities. The;evacuation of civilians took
place one month prior to the launcking of the attack for security

35
reasons.

A second assembly area, the régimental area, was generally the
bivousc aream, The distance of this area from the front lines varied
from 7 miles to 1 1/Lwl l/? miles. Attack battalions were later sent
to a point from which the attack was launched, and they may have
accounted for the recorded closeness of United Nations lines. Some
units, however, designated areas other then the bivouac areas, and
the subordinate units moved to them in separate columns, This
indicated an amowmnt of flexibility on the part of the fegimental or
divisional commander in selecting his own area prior to an attack.
.These areas were selected out of the range of United Nations artillery,
where air spottings were impossible, and beyond the normal distance
of United Nations patrols. Howevef, prior to the 1 January 1951
attack, enemy troops moved into trénches within artillery range

36

and remasined undetected all day.

* Such light was only reporti once,
: ‘ UNCLRS S D
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During the early phases of the Korean cdnflict, the most heavily
17 zetated portions of o hill or mountain were selected as the bivouas
3ite. This was done to minimize the effectiveness of United Nationa
air attacks., Fox holes were dug and camouflaged, and about ten
to twenty guards per regiment were posted on the high grouwnd around
the area. With the incressed effeétiveneas of United Natioﬁs air
power, the enemy resorted to diggiﬁg his bivouac positions in
valleys and around bombed or burnea-out villages., PWs stated W
planes usually bomﬁed and strafed mountain tops rather then valleys
and previously bombed villages,

The enemy also used the reverse slopes of hills and draws along
the routes of advance as assembly points. Closely bunched, shallow
fox holes wers dug commencing at the line of foliage, but these
extended only a short distance toward the crest., These emplacements
were for protection against air and artillery fire. Beyond a faw‘

: 31
hundred feet, observers found these positicns difficult o detest.

Comtermeasures Taken by United Nations Foroces to Prevent Enemy Movement

United Nations Forces used various methods to detect and prevent
enemy movement to the front. The use of night bombers and interdictery
artillery fire on suspected cnemy routes of advance were the chief
means .

By the use of radar, night bombers were guided to enemy troep
concentrations and supply points., Captured PWs testified to the
acouracy of these raids, and pilots reported secondary explosions

in some sectors, Flare ships were used to illuminate areas so that
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fighter«~bembers could more effectively strafe and bemb enemy troops.

Interdictory artillery fire was used by United Nations Forces
on all likely routes of advance ané on suspected enemy assembly.areas.
However, enemy prisoners indicated that theylhad been able to march
inte attack poasitions through artiilery fire limply by studying its
pattern. Usually enemy assembly areas were selected outside the
range of friendly artillery, so toe much importeance could not be
placed on this cowmtermeasure.

Night patrols were used to”nofe enemy movement., Patrols consisting
of American and Republiq of Korea ioldiers were dispatohed bebind the
enemy lines to note enemy troep movements and assembly foints. These
patrols, equipped with radios, were successful in calling dewn artillery
and airstrikes on enemy troop concentrations.

Artillery snd 8lmm mortar illuminating flares were used to reveal
. enemy treop movements in close pro#imity to United Natiens lines.
Searchlight companies were also uléd. On dark nights, searchlights
reflectéd egainst low-hanging clouds gave the effect of a moonlit

S 38
night, but it did not prove too effective for aerial eobservation.
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Reconnaissance

The enemy division or Army which made initial contact with United
Nations forces and assumed responsibility of the frent cenducted
extensive reconnaissance missions gnd light probing attecks. There
viere many similiarities between Chinese and North Korean reconnsisssnces
however, because of some basicvdifferenéelg an attempt has been made to
trsat each separately, A captured Chinese manusl translated inte
Eorean revealed basically the samo:objeotives to be reconnoitered
and the same methods of reconmnaissance., Movement of hostile troops,
hostile positiens, engineering werks, and fire power were all eof
primary concern. In addition, the wnits selected the break=through
point, peint of attack, wnit cover;:routes of march, and the attack
commencement peint. Reconnaissence in force was used to learn the
hostile strength and deployment of firepower., Observation posts
ware used to note enemy movement, and all officers were required to
conduct rgconnaiusance and to know the terrain and the hostile
situation,

CCF Units

Reconnaissance mits were erganic in the Chinese Communist Foroes
from Army group through regiment, The size of these wmits r anged from
a platoon at regimental level to a battalion at army group. Recon-
naisssnce elements were triangular;in structure and were built up from
basic it of two officers, and three ten-man squads, One-third of

each reconnaissance wnit was issued civilian ¢lothing and performed
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minion; in a semi-agent capacity behind hestile lines.

The primary responsibilities of Chinese Communist Foroes ro}cmnaiu-
snce wmits other than those issued piﬁlian clothing were to make
terrain reconnaissance, obtain read guldes, and guide wmits ’qo
pesitiens. They recennoitered te fithin a few thousand yards ef the
United Natiens pesitiens but rarely made contact or engaged in oembet
petrelling. It must be taken inte censideratiem, hewever, that
the enemy's preliminsry tactiocal recemnaissance prier to‘an
engagement in t;ho past was offootivlo and persistent. The recen-
naissance of positiens of the US 2nd Imfantry Division at KUNURI
bsfore the main attack was made by .three to five detached groups
of five or six men advencing in an upright pesition in single file
or sometimes bunched until hostile fire was encountered. Thoy
approachad .aa close as 20 yards before being recognized as enemy.
After drawing fire, the enemy then withdrew and meved aleng the
front lines te the next suspected Uhited Natiens positions. At
ne time did the enemy reply to Unifed Nations fire, and at times
they appeared to be unarmod.bo

The reconnaissance group with civilian olething was also given
this ~ission which was performed by three or four men at night.

The enemy squad fired indisci'ininatoly at suspsoted hestile
positions in an attempt te have United Nations ferces disclose their
positiens by returning fire. This procedure was repeated along
different sectiens of the front. As & result of these probes,

the group attempted to infiltrate amd reconneiter behind United
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Nations lines. Seme of these agents wore ROKA, US or civilian clothes.
In some instances, tha-o_xmall patrols marked the location ef United
Natiens mortar and artillery targets with bursts eof automatio fire inte
the target areas. These lecatiens were passed back by outguards and
observation posts.

As an advance patrel or while aoting as guides, three-man
recennaissance teams preceded the main body by a distance of abeuts
3000 yarde and reperted back each heur. If the patrol failed te
repert back, the main body halted and anether three-man patrel was
dispatched. If hestile wnits were sighted, the recennaissance
groups were erdered te return to the main bedy.

It was commen practice te send one recennaissance squad te
accomplish & mission, although en some occasiens a wnit larger then
& squad was dispatohed. As few as one or two men were sent te make
aiterrain reconnaissance. In hestlle territery, enemy patrols split up -
and each man recenneoitered a certain section. Upon completien ef the
mission, the patrel reassembled at some predesignated spet and returned
to its parent organizatien. Reconnaigsance elements alse established
liaisen with other wnits in the area.

North Kerean People's Army Recennaissance

Reconnaissance wnits of the North Korean Peoples’ Army were organized
within the struoture of every echelen frem corps te oempany 1evel°' The .
FNorth Kerean Peoples® Army cerps and divisiens had a recennaissance
battalion; the regiment had a recennaissance cempany; the battalien,

*In the CCF, the erganizatien of reconnaissance wmits extended
to regimental level emly,
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a plateon; and the cempany, a reconnaissance squad. All such wniss
were attached te the headquarters of each eeheluﬁ and were empleyed
by their respective cemmander,

Three cemmen types ef missiens were performed by‘lofth Kerean
recennsissance wunits. First, a peliticgl recennaissance was made
to determime the trendn, pnlitioal;thoughtn, and the Qutte system of
villagers in the area of prepesed attack. The lecal Kerean Laber
Party and its sympathiszers were centacted, end the pelitical
tendencies eof the area were analyzed. The members ef recennaissance
wmite were usually Kerean Labor Party members eor kaewn Ccmmﬁnilt
sympathizers ef prelstarian origin; The members were thereughly
oriented before each missien of thﬁl type with the Cemmunist
dectrine se that they were capable ef indectrimating iooal oitizens
and gaining their suppert. Pelitical efficers led pelitical
recennaigsance greups.

A seocend type of missien was intelligenoe reconmaissance, The
primary cencera was te capture United Natiens oi‘asifiad decuments
and te celleot erder of batsle infermatien. This missien was
accemplished by infilsrating Umited Watiens pesitiens, using local
Kerean Labor Party members and sympathizers as soeuts, In cembat,
lecal oitizens, classified as low iovel espienage or tactiocal
infermation agqitl, woere utilized ﬁooauso of their kmewledge eof
the surreunding terrain and language. Politioal and military
officers led the intelligence reocemnaissance missiens.

The third type of missien was similar te that ef Chinese
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Communist Forces reconnaissance units. It was ermed reconnaissance
te determine hostile firing pesitiens. Weapons were fired
indiscriminately in the directien ef suspected W positions, and
return fire was carefully noted. This type of missien wae led by
military effioerl.

When a wmit commander was given an ebjective, he called upon
his respeotive recennaissance unit te determine the pelitiocal
trends of civiliens in fhe area and any hestile positiens, Before
the missien, the group was given agmap orientatien en terrain |
features in the objective area, an& every member familiarized
himself with the cenditiens ef the appreach. A rigid physiqal
inspection was made of each unit member te eliminate anyene
who mizht hinder the assignment. Each man was issued three te
five ratiens depending upon the lehgth of the missien, Mem en
the patrels were taught simple English er Korean phrases to use
on infiltration missions to deceivq United Wation guards., Before
leaving on the missien, a last minute Communist indectrinatien
talk was ziven by the politiocal officer, and each group was
made te repeat its missien and genseral «M'dercz,l‘3

The most advanced schelon was e patrol censisting of three
to seven persens led by a squad leader. The patrel was about
300 yards ahead of the squad, which in turn was abeut 600 yards
ahead of the plateen. Some advance units had a supporting group
te cever the advance of the reconnaissance patrel, and an obstacle

clearing group te remove any ebstructiens, suoh as barbed wire
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and mines, lan the way.

An intelligence patrel oonsiafod of a cenfiscatien group and a
raider grbup. The cenfiscatien groﬁp had the missien of capbturing
enemy deouments or ebteining order of battle imfermatiem by
infiltrating enemy lines. The raider greup had the missien eof
preteoting the cenfiscatien group withim N limes. Passwords used
ameng members of the rooonnaiuanoo; wmits were normally names
ef trees, rivers, tewns, areas, otc., dependimg en the wnit te
which it was attached, On three-te five-man patrels, each member |
was numbered according to the rank held by him im the patrel,

Passwords were alse used smong lecal citizens whe acted as
temperary or low level agents. Often small patrels held the
family of a temperary imfermant as hestages wntil the assigned
mission of the infermant was oomplqtéd. Upen detectien by
hestile forcein the members of the recemnaissance umit weuld
discard all weapens and act as refugees.

Engineer Recennaissance

In & normal situatien, the engineer cembat battalien in suppors
of a Noerth Korean divisien was habitually allecated te suberdinate
regiments and functioned under the centrel ef the regimemtal
comandor; within the general limits ef the divisien field‘o'rdoro
The missien of the engineers in rogard te recennaiassance was

swmed up in am excerpt frem a ocaptured enemy decument:
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The engzineers. ., . will discharge all duties (engineer
reconnaissance, fortifications, road building, orossing rivers,
building bridges, cameuflaging, reconnaissance for drinking
water. . o) pertinent te activities of the ether arms,

Nerth Korean emgineer reconnaissance patrols normally operated at .
night and penetrated as far as six miles inte hestile territery or
to a distance that permitted return te the assembly peint within
eight hours after departure., The missien was generally to secure
infermation of engineer interest. The lecatien, nature, and
extent of hostile obstacles and mine fields; the existence of
signal devices and beoby traps and feasible methods of breaching
such ebstecles; the type and nature of hostile weapens emplacements;

~potential routes of attack, conditiens of reads, and the locatien
of river-orossing sites; water peints and their lecatien; and
similar data of engineer importance were gathered, During the
reconnaissance, North Korean engine@rl performed simple read
and bridge repairs aleng future reutes of edvance but mere extensive
repairs were left to regular pionap¥ teams of the divisienal
engineer battalien,

In additien te the recennaissance missiens stated above, enemy
‘engineers were also called upon te conduct special recennaissance
operatiens having limited and specific ebjectives. Road
recennaisgance, bridge recennsissance, reconnaisssnoce for a
stream-crossing peint, and recennaissance of hestile ebstacles all
fell inte this categery.

e
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When recemneitering a read prier te am advance, engineer patrols
determined the read's lead oapacity, the cenditien ef the road and the
necessery fopairl, whether such needed repair materiasls were
availablo, the lecation of readblocks amd mimes amd hew they ceuld
be detoured, Bridges and pessible ferds were reoenneitered, and
the availability ef materials meeded te repair the bridge or te
constrict ferries was noeted. Upom -cupleti.i of the missien,

e recennaissance skesoch was suimitted te the divisiem emgineer
offieorl.hs |

Miscellanesus

» Gb:ervatiqﬁ Pests

Both Chinese Cemmumist Forces and Nerth Keresa Fercos utiliged
observatien pests. Several ebservatien pests were prepared om |
high grownd in ons definise secter. Bach was selected with the
enemy ’s operatien and stremgth in ihd and was well-cameufleged.
Eaoh observatien pest censisted eof jthx"co members, twe recemmsissance
persemnel and eme staff efficer. The néthod of ebservation was
determined by high ranking efficers ealy, and the missien ef the
observatien pests was te ebtain intelligenece pertainimg te beth
commmication and the missien of United Natiens Ferces. Whem
availeble, ocempasses, telecepes, aad Very pistels were used im
making 0bsemtinu.h6

At night; the enemy used NIOII. te lecate United Natiens artillery
positiens. Friemdly artillery fire was adjusted en what appoirod L 1

be lights of enemy vehicles. The next mermimg, a thereugh
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reconnaissance of the area preduced megative results. Because of the
olose preximity of the lizhts te the fremt lines, it was believed that
the enemy simulated the vehicle lights te draw United Natiens }
artillery fire and thus, by soumd and flash, locate the gun p.liti.nl.‘ﬂ
Patrels
The Chinese Communist Ferces amd North Kerean Peoples® Army
placed more woeizht emn infermatien gathered from civilians ard
recennaissance patrels than en the results of their prebing attecks.
Anether important source of infoms;thn to the ememy was captured
United Natiens persemnel. The enemy seleoted the time of arriwal
of United Natlens ferces at a new piaoe as the epportune time te
capture prisoners. United Natiens persennel away frem their umit,
stragglers, and wire men were desired priseners. Patrols were
instructed te cut telephons lines uid wait te capture the
linemen, |
Prier te departing en a missiem te capture priaoners,,. the
patrel determined the weak peint in the United Nations defense line
and geleoted routes of approach and withdrawel, A rendezveus peint
was alse selected,
A ocaptured prisener frem the Reconnaissance Compeny, 15th Nerth
Korean Division, stated that recennaissance units employed a
capturing team which consisted ef fhree groups with ene leader,
A suppert greup of three men chese & loocation frem which it
could sup;iort the other two groups. Its primary missien was
te engage United Natiens Forces, if necessary, to allow the
UNCLADS S &
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group whioch wae to tﬁke the prisoners to geo as far as pessible.
A oapture group of three men, led by the team leader, had the
mission of capturing one ememy soldier while the ether groups
covered, When the leader spotted hestile soldiers, he gave a
signal by whistling or using a pass werd.

The capturs group never attemﬁted to capture mere than three
enemy soldlers because this increased the possibllity ef failtn"e.
When twe or more United Natiens seldiers were captured, ene was
kept and the others killed. After ‘the capture group started te
withdraw, the attack group of three men, which always worked wifh
the capture group, remained in pesitien te pretect the capture
group frem a pessible Umited Natiens uttaok.ug

Daylight patrels cemsisted eof appreximately eighteen mem,
half of whem were dresssed in civilian olothol: These were either
wearmed cr armed with pietols. The members of the patreols dressed
in civilian clothes were usually Nerth Koreans, amd these attempted
to infiltrate United Natiens lines. The remainder of the patrel
waited for their return and furnished supporting fire if needonEO

Enemy patrel formations seemingly always assumed a colum
formation with the squad leader at the head of the celum. If a
three-colum formatien was employe&, he assumed a position at the
head of the center colum. Chinese Communist Forces patrols
appeared always to take the ahorteét route to their objective
regardless of cover and concealmento and returned the same way.

* JMore men were used on night patrels.

1 .
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The selection of routes differed with various uwnits. Security
guards were not employed as such, and 2 point or rear guard was
rarely used,

Avoiding defiles end crests of ridges was a characheristic of
enemy patrols when moving through mountainous terrain. Usually two
parallel files were used te move forward just below the ridgelines
of the mountains forming the defile. At night, each member of the
patrol kept a three to five-pace intervel frem the man in front, and
in daylight, from ten to twenty paces., Control of the parallel
files was split betwesn the squsd leader and his assistant, Each
led a file, Prearranged signals controllsd the patrol»mlighting
of matches,; blinking a flashlight, clapping hands, or whistling.

If the patrol was forced to move through e defile, a three-man
point was sent fifteen to twenty msters ahead of the main body. If
it received fire from the surrounding hills, the main body rushed
through or withdrew, is action depended on the importance of
the missien and the amount ef fire received,

When the patrol squad moved across flat open terrain, it
split inte three colums. The squad leader led the three-man
center column. The two flanking columns, consisting of thres men
sach, moved sliyhtly ahead of the center columa. The assistant
squad leader either led one of the flank coluwms or followsed at the
rear, Distance between the mem snd colums depended on the
distance from the center colum and the ability te hear the squad

leader®s signals. Audible signals were used in the open rather
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thapn visual means. Similar formatiens were used by ememy patrels
while moving threugh woeded areas. Control was maintained by
whistling and lighted matches.

When s resonnsissance wsit recenncitered a ridgeline or hiéh
hill, = u‘quad was nomily sent dub, When it resched the feethills,
twe patrel members teek up ports a% the base of the meumtain and
observed both sides ef i, Theuremainder of the patrel gradually
moved up the side in a single file, Whem the enemy reached a pelat
near the center eof the crest and just belew, the patrel turned .
ninety degrees and moved in a single file ltxfaighf up the crest.

If the mountain wes olear of hestile treeps, the twe eutpests
at the base were signaled %9 join the patrel. -If a further
reconnaissance was needed, the patrel preceeded. ir net, i%
returned by the sams reute.

Unit contrel appeared tio' dictate the formatien used by
‘reconnaissance patrels. If a fairly wide o;roa te reocennoiter was
given & patrel, three or four members, with the ‘assistant squad
leidér, were dispatched to recenneiter the 'premiziaﬁt terrain
feature. The remainder ef the patrol remained in a dofiladed
‘positien to the rear. If the ares was oleer, a nessage or signal
was sent bask te the saquad leader. If Umited Natiems ferces were
sighto@ a member eof the first group was sent to warn the remainder
of the patrel while the rest cemtinued te ebserve. Usually enemy
recennaissance patrels withdrew if shey saw hestile ferces in

any atrugfho Rarely were members left te centinue observatien.
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If hostile forces were not sighted, another three-man team was
dispatched to another area on ths flank, and the squed leader teek
two men and reconnoitered an objective in the middle. Each team was
given a time limit to check its area, after which it awaited e sigmal,
either visual or audible, from the squad leadser, When the signel
was received, the two teems proceeded to where the squad leader wage-
the point of remdezvous., The entire patrol themn returned to its wnit
by using the same reute of approaolla.,El

Probing Attacks

Enemy probing attacks were used to locate United Nations streng
points and weapons; te determine United Nations strength; to create
diversiona; to throw the opponent off balance prior to the main ‘attaokg
and to determine the junction of units. Enemy probing attacks were
é:dered to determine the jumction point of ROKA units and other United
Nations forces. In the past, ROKA wnits habitually assumed perimeter
defonseé at night without contact with other wnits en line or with its
reserves. Lack of physical contmct or close liaison had been caused
by wide frontages and difficult terrain., Because of this, a series of
streng points with wide gaps existed between units.

Prebing attacks were made cnyyhere frem two weeks prier to an
attack to immedlately preceding e m:ln effensive, The size of the
probing wit varied frem a platoen' te a company depending upon the
Judgment of the enemy divisien commander., Later .’m the campaign,
enemy Atﬁoka increased in size, using larger wnits than these

employed by United Netiens Feroces. An enemy regiment attacked a W
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Battalien, and a battalien attacked a cempany. Streng prebing attlakj
toek place about 1/2 hour te 1 hout after an intense preplanned
supperting fire, Clese liaison was nnintained by nwssangor with the
main body, located frem 30 te 300 yards to the rear.

Frem the enemy umit, small groups were erganized amd a
triangular fermation employed, These groups tried te aveid the
frent of a strong peint and oiroled te the flamks or rear using the
base of a hill as an avenue of app;oacho Hills and weods were
avoided te prevent any pessible neise, Whem contact was made with
United Natiens treeps, actien was swift and the ememy adopted a
scattered fermation. If United Hafiunl ferces withdrew, the prebing
ferce ocoupied the pesitieon umtil relieved by tho enenmy 's lnin ferce.
i it were wnsucoessful, it attamptod be cuptnre priluners and’
return, wnless the oppertwnity fer encirclemems oocurrpd_.52

Countermeasures Bmpleyed Azainst Enemy Rscennaissanoce

United Nations Forces empleyaﬁ air observatien using flares to
detect enemy recennaissance patrols. Harassing artillery fire en
likmiy enemy approaches and"sunpoctod enexy OPs aided in cewmteracting
the effectiveness of enemy reconnaissance. éounter-raoennninaanco
screens, sufficiently in advance of friendly' lines to intercept
enemy patrols, prevented the enemy from gaininz information regarding
United Nations positiens, | |

Because of the enemy’s stereotyped way of using the approach of
shortest distanee and his lack of all-around security, ambush patrolé

were easily employed.
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Friendly defense perimeters iﬁ depth, with physical contaot between
units and prearranged fields of fire, prevented enemy patrols from
determining friendly boundaries, ﬁigid controel of fire al#o denied
the enemy this informatien, Only troops immediately to the front of
the enemy®s probing action fired on him., Friendly flank elements

_ 53
held fire except in the face of a sizeable enemy attaock.
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SECTIN E

Enemy Movement to the Attack Point

After the soreening army or divisiom which had assumed respoms-
ibility of the front had completed its:recennaissance, the twe reor-
ganized amie/s or divisiens in the;rear moved te am attmok point. Ome
of the twe divisions was oomitted:to a thrust en a maximum frontage
of about three miles, usually thro\;gh a woak peint in the United
Natiens line, fhis point was prefgrably at the boundary Qf two
wmits or a pertien of the fromt defended by ROKA troops.

The attack peint was usually mesr the juncture of two United
Nations ferces where it was d’iffict_alt for one te suppert the other by
fire, or it was near a peint of shillow depth im United Watiens a{:rengthg
Salients were also selected as a departure point as it aided enemy
supperting fire and hindered United Natioms observation., Routes of
cormunication were usually avoidodéss

Prier to the movement om foot to am attack peint, ememy treeps
were issued frem five te seven days® combat retions and were warned
not to eat them until needed., Basic loads of ammumitien were alse issued,
erd the troops were insiructsd te utilize captured W material.
Battalion cemmanders were givem their zenes of attack at the
asgembly arsa. In mevement frem the assembly area te the attack
peint, multiple celwxms were again used, sach im battalion stremgth.
The celumns shewed ne inoreass of emphasis em flank iocurity;
hewever, the rate of advamce was reduced teo about 2500 yards per

heur, .lt 2000 heurs, three squads were sent out withim audible distamoce

33
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of the advance squad and abeut 200 to 300 yards frem the center of ¢

the column. The reute of advance aveided highways and flat terrainos
About 2000 meters frem hestile line, the enemy troeps were

given a short rest perled and were allowed to eat one combat ratiem,
A£ this peint, cempany commanders were given their orders and teek
#ver from the bo.ttalic; oomn.ndorlA.v Method of attack and the

" time element wers centrelled by the divisien commsmder. Ne
flexibility was permitted the battalien and o«mpany‘oommandor in
this réspecto Platoens maintained liaisen with cempany head-
quarters by runner and deployed by squad columns to the left eor
right with intervals of fifty te ene hundred yards between squads
acoording to the terrain. The first squad.uaed ® line fvrmatien,
the second squad a triangular form&tion, and the third squad
echeloned to the left. Supporting weapons were set up, and indi.-
vidual squads crawled as close as 800 yards to United Natiens linss

57
where they awaited the signal for attack.
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SECTION F
The Attack

Frontages in the attaok

. ox
In the attack, a Communist Army had a front of not less than

twelve miles., The maximum division front was usually six miles,

although on occasions, an enemy division cenducted a thrust on a

maximum three mile front. An enemy infantry battalion usually

attacked on a 40O to 600 yard front, but in one instance a

battalion attacked on a 300~yard ffont. This battalion was also

approximately L0O yards in depth. An enemy company area varied in

width from 100 to 600 yards depending on the terrsin and the

strength of the enemy. At night, troops were deployed over a

large front, causing United Nations fuices to distribute their firo.58
During an offensive action, the enemy battalion commander

usually took a position to the reaf of his observation post about

100 yards from the attack point. Similar to our tactios, the

fogimantal commander was found anywhere from the regimental CP

to the battalien CP or from 200 to 2000 yards from the frent. The

division commander was located anywhere from the division rear area

to the regimental CP during the attack or from 1000 to 8000 yards

from the front., The regimental observatien pest was usually located

about 200 yards from the frent lines, whereas the division observation

post varied from 800 te 2000 yards from the front.. Movement of

command and obsorvatio;gposta was conducted enly by orders of the

next higher commander,

* A Chinese Army corresponded roughly to a Nerth Korean Corps.
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The Azsault Foroe

Multiple penetrations of United Nations line in a given secter
were attempted by enemy forces, These were normally fellowed by
an envelopment ef the hostile flank. The attack formations were
organized in great depth and continued their assaults by the passage
of reserve units through the troops in contact. The depth allowed
for a degree of flexibility in expleiting a penetration at will,

CCF wnits attacked frontally, employing a skirmish . line

varying from twenty to sixty men. Ineffective merching fire was
uged, During the dey, the skirmisﬁ line approached te withim 300
yards of United Natione positions before opening fire; but at
night, it approached as close as 20 yearde to friendly positiens.
In many cases, the initial assault wave was not armed with
individual weapens but just cerried grenades. Rifle fire,
mortars, and machine guns engaged and fixed United Nations
elements in support of the assault foroe.

In the frontal attack, the skirmish line was not always used,
For exsmple, in several instances CCF colusms moved down the
ridgelines teward friendly lines in colums of twos and feurs.

In another action, an enemy plateen charged United Natiins pesitiens
in a single file,

When the enemy skirmish line was fired upen, it halted and the
men teek cover by laying prone on fhe ground. When the hostile fire
lifted, the skirmish line moved forwsrd again wtil it received
fire, When some enemy stldiers were wounded, others teok their
pléces from defiladed positions,
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In some attacks, the asssult farce utilized e wide-front and a
shallow~-depth formation. The first echelon depleoyed two-thirds of its
strength. Por exemple, the first line of a division depleyed twﬁ
regiments, and the first line of the regiment deployed two battali?nae
This continued down to smaller units. The mission of the second
echelon was to mop up, capture prisoners, and observe disorgenized
United Nations forces. In the main line of attack, streangth of the
enemy units was distributed in depth. Oﬁly a few men with autematioc
weapons were used in the initial sssault,

The battalion secondary echelon stayed in line as much as possible
with the main direction of the attack., Regimental and divisienal sec-
ondary echelons algo attempted to keep in line with the main direction
of assault carried out by battaliens and regiments. When the
penetration was accomplished, battalions through plateons centinued
to search for weak points se the attack could be continued successfully.

Another method of assault on United Nations pusitions revealed
thet & twelve-men enemy squad, each armed with & sulmachine ;um,
deployed to & base of a hill defended by friendly troops. A base of
fire was placed en United Nations defensive positions by the squad
while the remainder of the attacking company moved up the face of the
hill in nine columns of three-men assault teams. These columns were
distributed across the front.

When an asssult failed, enemy troops withdrew by leapfrogging.

If the assault troops were forced to dispergs9 they reported to the

rear of the enemy lines for reorganization,

eD
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Me.ss Wave Tactics

When mass wave tactics were mentioned, one pictured a humen

sea of bodies overwhelming friendly positions, This was far from
" correct. |

In the initial phases of the Korean conflict, North Korean
Forces utilized a tactic which might easlily be thought a human wave
taotlc, Attacks on United Nationsnpositions were made in waves,
The first wave was composed of young Koreans with wery little
training in the art of warfare. Each enemy soldier had a rifle
but did not fire it. These were easily mowed down, but a costly
ammunition c.ro diturs resulted. Aisecond wave of slightly more
experienced Koresns who fired but seldom‘aimed their rifles took
their place. These, too, were easily stopped but more friendly
smmunition was expended, The third and fourth waves were still
slightly trained troops. When United Nations firepower slackened
due to the lack of ammunitien, sea?oned North Korean troops
overran the positions. These frontal attacks were usually acobmpanied
by flenking attacks,

In the latter phases of the conflict, the enemy deployed in
depth‘and employed numerous waves of troops depending on the
formation of the United Natioms defensive positions. As a rule,
too much strength was not concentrated in the sperrhead of the
ettack. The terrain determined the number of men used. If the
leading element failed te break tﬁrough United Nations lines, a

second and third wave were used until a breakthrough was established,
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The distance betwaen these schelons wrns so determined that United
Nations artillery fire ceuld never cever more than ene echelon,

In one Chinese agsault, small groups of enemy grenadiers, armed
with bags of 20 to 30 petato-masher type hand grenades, attacked
United Nations strong points and main positiens., Enemy troeps armed
with submachine guns supported their attack. Heavier automatic
weapons supperted the att:usck from the flanks. The gronadiefs and
the treops with the submachine guns advanced at & walk using
marching fire. As seme were kilied, others took their places
frem defiladed positions, Chinsse Cormumist Forces acoepted
heavy casualties until the defending forces ran eut ef amemmitien
and were forced te withdraw., When enemy treops appreached clese
te United Nations pesitiens, they seldem used bayenet charges.

In the attack pattern infantry assaults followed an artillery
or mortar barrage.

Prier to Mey 19551, the Chineas Communist Forces had the
objeotive ef overcoming United Nations ferces of divisien size,

. L]
One FW frem the 26th CCF Army remsrked:
The objsctive af the CCF will bte ts destrey US manpower

o o o o Previously the CCF used large units suoch as three CCF

divisiens te one US divisisn, In this manner the CCF expected te

overceme the US with a sea of men. However, when the CCF cencentrated
such large numbers of men in & small area, it made them vulnerabls

to the US ftgea of fire' (artillery}. . o o the CCF will new

concentrate on the destructien of units, attacking one US

company with three CCF cempsnies or ens US battalien with three

CCF battalions. The main emphasis will be on destroying small

US infantry wnits, and to aveid cencentrating large numbers of

CCF treeps where the US ~an bring its superierity ef artillery
inte effect,

b 2]
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Massed menpower was used after May 1951 by tge Communist forces
: 1
to destrey individual small United Nationg units.

Penetratien of Mine Fislds

The Communist engineer deoctrine held the emgineer staff responsible
for breaching obstacles, neutralizing hostile field fortificetions, and
preparing a route of advance for tﬁe attacking infantry. Because of
the shortage of engineer personnel, each combat wnit was required to
clear obstacles and mine fields in-its own sector. Enemy engineers
applied their efforts only—in the sector of the main advance. If
time permitted, minefields and oﬁsfucles were ;emoved over a broad front,
but usually, only a suffioientéfumber of paths were cleared for
passage of the assault troops. 2

Both Chinese and North Korean units sacrificed small details by
sending them through suspected andbknoin minefields to explode
mines by stepping on them. Mine fiélds were determined by the
enemy from interrogation of prisoners of war, local inhabitants
of the area, observation of ﬁhited-ﬁations movement, and by estimating
and evaluating the terrain and material foumd. In the early part
of the conflict, the enemy also rounded up large numbers of civiliens
and drove them through mingfields to detonate any trip fleres, snti-
personnel, and lend mines. ?

- Another method of clearing mine fields by enemy troops was the
use of wire nets to which a powder charge was attached. The wire net
was laid over the mines and then the powder Sag was exploded. The

downward pressure of the net exploded mines in the minefield. The
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enemy also probed ndnéfiol&a using;reoonnaiaaﬁneo by fire., VWhen a
"~ firefight took place between United Nations and enemy forces, enemy -
*A‘infantéy unitc fired machine guns, tossed sronaﬁol. and fired éOmm
mortar lhnlll into the minefield 1n an effort to detonate the mines.
'Bungnloro torpedoes, long pipes fillod with oxploaiv.o,'voro also
used onoe a minefield pattern was dotoruined. When one was llid into
the minefield and exploded, it ocaused all ulnoa within 1.5 ylrda to
Idetunuto. When hnnd probing was dqne, the enemy loldierl kopt 'Y
aufrioiopt interval in case one man detonated a mine. When this
happened, the other men closely oheoked the area far:othor oxploaivi
charges. Hooks on long poles were .also used for tripping ocords
attached to W booi:y tra.pa.éh : .
‘ Enemy skirmish lines in tttaok were proceeded by small wmits,
whioh had the primary purpose of clearing obstacles and destroying
Uhitod Kationl firepower.
North Korean divisions organized assault wnits comprised of
engineers, infantry, and supporting arms. These units had four
dlements: an obstaocle olearing teap, consisting of an engineer squad,
wh:loh' cleared and marked paths through hostile obstacles; a
demolition team, consisting of an engineer squad with two flame
throwers, which pautralized pill-bdxea; a capturing te@,
eonsiating of rifle platoon,‘whioh‘attacked United Hutioﬁs infantry
in an effort to isolate a strong pbint and p;ovent reinforocements;
and & firing team whioh supported the rest of the iasaulﬁins foroe

with a base of fire.
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Under thaﬁcover of supporting machine gun fire, the obstacle
clearing team marked a path through mine fields and obstacles. When
it had completed its mission, it s%gnaled the demolition team, which,
utilizing all available cover and dead space, advenoced by leaps and
bounds., Reaching the objective, the latter attacked fortified
positions with grenades, demolitiaﬁ charges, and flane throwers.

The capturing team advanced with the demolition team and destroyed
United Nations weapon empiacements and isolated the objective from
its supporting infantry. It also anportod by fire the assault foree
‘and prepared for any United Nations coumterattack. During this
operation, the firing team supported the demolition and capturing
team by direoting its fire at hostile fortifications and weapon
emplacements.

Two types of essault teams were organized by North Korean forces.
The first aided the assaulting enemy troops by removing obstacles in
their approach and securing strong points., This type teaﬁ'wns
organized in each battalion by orddr of the regimental commander,

It also had the mission of destroying United Nations artillery
positions, The second type was assigned to a wnit to destroy
hostile command posts, signal centers, military wnreho&ses,_tirc
fields, and to penetrate deeply into United Nations territory.

The commanding officer of the:forward echelon regiment of a
division organized two or three assault teams in each battalion.

One cé two were also organized as & reserve and attached directly

te the regiment to secure its advance.
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The assault team CP was oompoéed of one team leader, a messenger,
and a medioal aid man, The team was divided into an assault sub- .
tean, whioh oonsisted of one infantry squad with two engineers
attached; & security sub-team, whioh consisted of four engineers
with wire cutters and 6ge heavy machine gun squad; two &0-mm mortars;.
and one ;nti-tank squad, A reserve sub-team aoted with the seourity
sub-teanm until assigned as an assaﬁlt sub-team. Tho‘ﬁﬁtira assault
team consisted of approximately 50 men and was commanded either by
8 platoon leader or a ocompany oommander.. The aseault team whioh
penofruted Un1ted Nations lines wab equipped with enough fire-
poﬁer po withstand a oounteruttaok,

Each man on the assault team oarried one day's ocooked rico
and ono dny's,rcw food. Light dress was generally wora, and
sometimes miforms similar to United Naticns were utilised,

.Thg penetrating agsaqlt tpnm‘qooporlted closely&igfh looal.
guarrilla-loadors, obtiining from them supplies and ;quipmanti
Esch team had two alternate commanders; and tha politiocl sub~
toam leader, sscurity sub-team leader or reserve. Sub=~jdn, Lguﬂgr
wasg- appainted the first alternate.

The assault team usually 1nf11trated f}iendly lines one by one
and reorganized at a designated apéto If larger groups wers used
and hostile f}re was reooived,vtho:ussault team sent a small 5roup 
to engage gna destroy the friendly ‘strong point while the mmin
body changed direotions. The teamiraroly passed through a
populated area; howsver, if it were necessary, it divided inte

small groups and passed through wizkout attracting attention.
A 3
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Often native guides were employodo‘

VWhen an objective was to be taken, the assault sub-team attacked
frontally under the cevering fire Qf the mschine guns, If United
Nations foroes discovered the-attan, the assault sub-team approached
on the run, In the mesnwhile, the }osorvo assault sub-team attempted
to envelope the resistance and strike the flank er rear. In an
attack on a United Nations CP, fire was distributed smong the tents
or buildings, oo:a»uln.xmico.ti.on.cem:er'a.,9 and the varieus wespon emplace=
ments. At a prearranged signal allvfired at once. In order to fire
on various weapon emplacements, the assault team was divided inteo
several small groups =~ each group teking a specific target. If the

. buildings or tents were entered, tﬁe men were divided inte groups,
including one group of lockout mem equal to the number of entrances.
The enemy entered the buildings or tents at the same time, A4ll
actions were swift, and the assault teams quickly withdrew, If
heavy resistance was encountered, the assault teams withdrew te
prearranged sassembly points,

Bayonet Companies sand Penetration Unit

Chinese Communist Forces employed Bayonet Companies =- "Chien
Tao Lien' <= and penetration units as assault wmits, -

Bayonet companies were used té assault and breach United Natiens
positions, The first platoon had the missien of clearing the path
for the remainder of the company. Ome squad, equipped with four
PPsh submachine guns, 56 grenades, and seven rifles, aoted as a
spe: head, Twe‘squndsg equipped with bangalore torpedos, RPG-3
grenades. and rifles ., scted as domg}ition squads, with the view of
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dcﬁoiiahins triple United !1tions-éofgn§ivo f;rtifieationu == barbed:
iiro5~ndnos, ind roadblooks., One iqund, equipped with two light
mnohine gunn, in coordinttiun nith a éOmm.mnrtnr squad, oovorod the
cpearhaud and domolition squads with fire.

The secend platoon acted as the assault platoon and took action
‘iftdr'thn first plateon had oompldéod its mission. The third platoon
: iofca as tho‘support piatoon and r‘inforood the second plateon. If
btho b«yonet company engguntered houvy hoatilo £ire, 82mm mortars and

hoavy naohino guns from the regimontal hpuvy unayona campany were
~used for support.

Bayunet eompanies had the mission of romoving obstacles in front
. of the second wave of troops and aLso had the objective of seizing
United Nations CPs and artillery positions., Each regimept had one
or two of these compagioe.67 |

.. Penetration wnits were organized within individual enexy infantry
oompini§a° Their mission was similar to that of the bayonet compsny
and the North Korean assault team--being that of clearing mines‘;ﬁd
obstecles h#ndﬁring the enemy infantry advance.

The penetration unit was composed of an assault team, a demdlittnn
team, and & sugport team, The assault team was equipped with two
é0mm mortars, two to three light machine gus, one heavy machine gun,
plus three or four sutmachine guns. This team actually gttaokod United
Nationg, positions. A demolition team, lnoluding domdlifion squads end
anti-tgn? teams equipped with at least fifteen bangalprp torpedoes and
Molotov Cocktails, cleared wire emtanslements ,abattis, minpsp;and

domolishod‘hoStile tanks., A suppozf team of six to eight men carried

i
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and transported smmunition for tho;gthor two teams. The company
68 o
commander led the penetration unit.

Exploitation of Weak Points in Uhiécd Nations Lines

When the juncture between two United Nations units was noted by
the enemy, or when he determined hostile forces were shallow in depth,
he was quick to exploit. Reoonnaissanco companies and other units
were sent through the wesk point, mainly by infiltrating, to United
Nations rear areas where road‘blooﬁs were established and hirlssiqg o
attacks made. .‘ |

In the early stages of the Kofonn conflict,; the enemy demonstrated
his ability of attaining supposedly inaccessible high ground and
bridging other so=called natural ogstaclos. In one instance, a
Nerth Korean unit succeeded in infiltrating United Nationsvlines'by
scaling practically vertical cliffé. To acoomplish thfs;”tho dheﬁyi
shot a form of harpoon or anchor, with a rope lttach§d0'f6 the high
ground. When it was secured, enomy troops climbed the pré and |
attacked United Nations positions from the reafe In one other
case, United Natiens troops depended upon a2 river as a natural
obstacle against the enemy. The enemy troops swam the river and \
ferried individuel equipment over on logs. Temporary bridges werog
quickly constructed capable of supporting light vehicles, oxcaits,.and
foot troopseée |

The Envelopment Support Force

Great stress was placed on envelopment tactics by the Communist

Lé
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forcos’iﬁ-xﬁroa;_ This is evident from the tactios employed end from 
oaftured enemy documents: | _
:Surrounding tactics are a grent threat to the eneiy ()
~and it is edsy to succeed with such messures. The enemy
-~ has no great strength; their morale is low, and fighting
ability is not good. Not only is their rear unguarded, &
striot watoh not kept, but the enemy are careless of their
. guard to the front. Thus we can easily succeed in breaking
throuzh their. lines and going around them.

':_?hevfundimantal taotical'doctgine of a11”Communis% Forces combad,
echelons was that of "double envelopment" tactics, or attaoklﬁg a
waak point‘fram two directions, One unit attacked the front: as two
' otheré_hit tho rear from different directions.7o
,'Tho mﬁéaion~or tng}énvqloping foroe was thrse«folds;firat; it
. wag. tﬁ arrive undetpqtqd QY givan location as Quiak1y as possibla.
Second, it waq to attaok }ha United Nations line of retrea.L Thirdly,
it was ta blockade the line of retreat. A point fu¥ & brqak»through
of fho enveloping for;e was generally selected about three miles
;frb@»thé point where the frontal assault of the Uhigod.ﬂations Foroe
was taking place. This was to avoid any possible United Nations"
oroﬁp fire. The depth of flanking benetrations and the diatance
bdgateﬁ peetrations varied, depending upon the situatiofi; terrain,
and mission. All uhitse moved as quietly as possible to aféid
deteo?idﬁg‘

ﬁf-small enemy ypits were enzaged while thrusting towards the
rear of Uhited Ndﬁions lines, a small force was used to disperse
them while the main body continued toward its objectives Other small

groups subh as assault teams and bayonet‘companiea, were given the

mission of attacking Unitéd_Nationsfcommand posts‘and artillery
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positions. Encirclements were aoo;mplished in great depth behind W
lines. :

If United Nations Foroes comterattacked the Communist frontal
assault, two regiments of an enemyjdivision would attack the United
Nations forces from the flanks, If United Nations forces did not
attack, the two regiments would then advance to the flanks and attack
to envelope the position, Enemy goldiers advenced slowly from any
direction to avoid hostile artillery fire. They were taught to
continue to advance without refereﬁce to their flanks,

Once behind United Nations lines, Communist forces established
road blocks to cut off fleeing forces. The road block was usﬁally
started by smbushing the lead vehicle of a convoy and disabling it.
Any vehicle that then attempted t§’by~pass wes also disabled, This
process was continued until the ranxd was completely blocked with
disabled vehicles. Machine gun fire and mortar fire were'usod
extensively in road blocks along the normal small arms ahd automatio
weapons fire., During the United Nations withdrawal north of HOENGSONG
in February 1951, the enemy lighted fires near the road at night to
silhouette the vehicles as they passed., When friendly tr00ps’passed
thé fire, they were subjected to intense automatic weapons and
mortar firc.7l

Commitment of Reserves

When a Communist division penetrated United Nations lines and
wes well to the rear of the hostiie line units, approximately two
battelions continued to engage United Nations reserves. The reserve

enemy division, in the meantime, executed a single envelopment arowund
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one flank and joined one of the poﬁetrating forées movtpg out to the
left or right. The remeining Communist division, which was about
one night’s march to the rear whon{the attack commenced, moved up
to act as an active reserve for thg“hftacking division.

Attack formations were orgenized in great depth, and the enemy's
continual attacks were maintained sy the consecutive passage of
reserve units through wits which were in contact. After the
objective was secured, the enemy re-established his "two-up,-one-
back" formation. This tactic was Sasic to the Communist forces snd
was smployed down to company level,

The reserve (or defense) army was generally located about 23
miles to the rear of the attaeking;armies, out of the range of United
Nations artillery fire. It was cl@se enough, however, to be available
to any area upon domand.72

Isolating Units

In a Comnunist attack, certain units of various sizes, depending
on the situation, were designated as "isolating wits." These were
designated before the attack and usually accompanied the enveloping
foree, Au.iscle i anlt was assigned two missions: first, to attack
reinforcements; and second, to destroy fleeing isolated United Nations
unitse

When the wmit arrived at its destination, it divided into two
segments. Each one dealt with one specific mission. Defensive
positions were built in depth in rugged arees which provided excellent

coverage of escape routes and easy camouflage. Strong shelters were
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built and all spoil was removed. fWO different type posiﬁions wer;
construoted =~ one to prevent Uhitgd Nations reinforcements, and |
the other to deal with remnants ofEUnited Nations éroops trying to
break out of the encirclement. 'Thé two positions were constructed
close enough to provide easy oontrél, yot wide enéugh'aﬁgrt to'affo:d
maneuverablility. A portion of the isolating unit was held for
reserve, and anti-tank positions were set up at ambush péints and
spots where tanks might appear. All nolghboring terrain features
which dominated the stitiongwere ;eized to guarantee the security
of the position and prevent fhe wiéhdrawal of United Netlons troops.
When United Natlons forces coﬁnterdttacked to relieve surrounded
troops, a2 small enemy unit, with réinforeed fire power, remained in
position and engaged the assaultiné troops. The main forcs deplcq_ned”E
to the flanks and took cover. When the United Nations force drew olbsev
enough, the enemy counterattacked beth flanks and the rear of the
approaching troops.73

Pursuit and Reorganization

When an enemy attack succeeded in surrounding United Nations forces,
a major effort was made by the Communist umits to separate and annihilate
United Nations umits. However; pursuit was ocarried out only when the
Communist commenders saw the opporfunity of enciroling the hostile units,
Generally, an enemy company, if supported by other uhifs, pursued
United Nations forces until contaoé was broken, When enemy troops
pursued fleeing United Nations soléiers, they used shouting as a

psychological weapon to add to the resulting confusion. In the early
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stages of the oconflict, the enemy fmried caches of ammunition and
weapons to insure supply during a pursuit,.
When the enemy maintained sowmnd logistical support, his advance

generally conformed to the following tables

TERRAIN TYPE OF RESISTANCE RATE OF ADVANCE
a (miles per day)
1. Relatively flat a. light 9.5
b, moderate - 4.5
¢c. heavy less than 3
2. Rugged a. light 5.5
b. moderate 3
Cco. heavy less than 2 .
3. Bxtremely rugged a. light L :
b moderate " less than 3
6. heavy © less than 1 '

When extensive and rapid withdrewals were made by United Nations
forces, the enemy normall'y allowed contact to be bx:qken due to his
diffioulty in maintaining adequate logistical support. When an
objective was selzed by Conmumist forces, the enemy organized temporary
defensive positions and issued orders for the next movement if one
was contemplated., The second echeion of the attacking force mopped up
the objective and consolidated the position.-m |

The mopping=-up method used by the enemy was a well=coordinated plan.
Bl.j;vckades were set up at key points on routes‘of communication to prevent
enemy vehiocular traffic from withdrawing. Special wnits, lightly
equipped and wearing disguises, oazfried out systematic searches during
daylight hours of all likely places which offered concealment for

United Nations troops. Chinese Con:munist forees endeavored to capturse

small isolated groups of WN soldiers. Special emphasis was placed
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on the capture of the leaders of Uhited Nations units.

411 mopping-up operatlons wers conducted with a cempany or' platoen

front, with the search parties usifng. & squad wedge formation. Reserw '

units were stationed at coma.nding? key positiens along momtainridgu
to support the search and te proviiié for any emergency. ﬁ!m 'hﬁonpl
moved quletly and wmder oover and executed small envelopments aramd
isolated United7B;ations mits. Ambushes were established before the

searches began.

Countermeasures Taken by Il Foroes Against Eneq' A'btaol: E

Probably the most effective moasure taken by United Nations Foroes'

against Chinese Gonnnunist attacks ns the effesctive use of arbillory, '

Artillery fire was placed on all »st,upectod reutes into United Kt;&}en(
poeitiens and was registered in on areas adjeining friemndly unite.
Artillery and mortar oencentratien; were placed on 'fgcated United
Nations positions within e fcw nﬁn_ntos after the Iifﬁdrénl of “
friéndly troops. | |

During the April enemy offensive against the US I Gorps, Gemmist
troeps came down ulloys tmrds United Natlons pesitions in mudd
colums of four, five, and six hundred a’c a time, In rivo duyl, the
I Corps Artillery, including the ;rtillory organic to divisiens, )
fired 186,000 rowmds of ammunition of all types, inflicting lwavy
casualties 'on the enénv.76' | |

During the May Coxmnﬁniat offensive, the artillery was unable to !
. fire fast enough to suit General James Van Fleet, Conmanding General,

Eighth United States Army Korea. A basic load of ammmitien for an

artillery gun ?;n'ior to May was 50 rownds per 105mm howitzerrper da.y';"-:
' : 52 .
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However, during the May offensive,gthe "an Fleet™ day of fire was
instituted. Each gun fired five ordinary days' supply in one day.

| One battalion of 105mm howitzers in the US 2nd Infantry Diviaion
fired 270 rounds per gun per dey for three days; the battalion fired
11,580 rowds during the three day period.77

Friendly mine fields And obStécles were booby-trapped and covered
by fields of fire to prevent enemyjmine reconnaissance and removal,

To prevent the anem& from using supposedly inaccessible terrain
for his approach, W Forces utilizéd a defense of all key terrain
features with an all-around defensive perimeter., Units, although
surrowmded, preserved their tactioal 1ntegrity wmtil relleved by
counterattacking United Natlons Foroes.

Alr sorties against advancing enemy troops proved to be very
effective. During night attacks by the enemy in April and May 1951,
B26 and BZ9 bombers were guided to enemy formations by the use of |
the MPQ-2 radarbsystemo An effective bomb ratio for four VI %o
one HE was used with very effective results against enemy troops.

In isolated instances, patreols reported finding 800 te 900;eneﬁw
dead in the areas of the drops. Some BZ9 bombers usea 100-~1b bombs in
six quick opening cluaters and 500~1b general-purpose bombs with
VT fuses on Chinese troops during the enemy's April offensive,
Results ware exoellent.78
To prevent attacks by infiltrating and onveloping‘Communigt

colums, rear CPs ana artillery positions adopted all-around security

#This was-amply illustrated by the 23rd Infantry Regiment, US
2nd Infantry Division, at CHIPY(NG—NI in February 1951.

53
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measures, Strong outposts to detect, report, and delaj the epémy
were set up, and an interior mein battle line which could be quickly
manned in strength and held at allicosts was established. Trip
flares and 1lluminetion shells revéaled'enemy movement, and all
obstacles, natural and improvised, were covered by fire. Defensive
positiohs were organized into tight perimeters at night; and during
the day, patrels in strength were diSpatchad within the different
units? zones of responsibility., W units laid tactical wire (two
aprons) and mines across the entire front of the defensive positions
regardless of the rugged térrgino ‘An alert wire, strung with tin
cans and other noise devices, was placed about 200-300 yards in
front of the W outpost line of resistance, To strengthen
boundaries between friendly wnits, extensive use was made of trip
flares, mines, barb wire, and booby traps. Adjacent units co-~
ordinated their fields of fire in the area, and the outposts border-
ing the boundary were as amply supplied with ammunition as the
strong point was in the middle of the defensive line,

UN Forces exercised fire control so as not to expose friendly
positions, and all United Nations troops were oriented to the fact
that the enemy attacked the flanks as well as the front., Alternate
and dummy pesitiens were employed té dsceive the enemy, as his
reconnaissance usually took place a few days ahead of the attack.
Patrols with radies were dispatched one to two thousand yards in
front of outposts te warn friendly troops of the advancing enemy.

Plans for an orgdnized withdrawal were provided in case the

need aross. Valusble lessons, learned during the retregrade movements
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made by United Nations forces early in the conflict, were utilized,
Tanks were employed at the head of‘columns'fo push disabled vehicles
off the roeds snd allew colums to withdraw., At the same +ime,
infentry forces screened key terrain features during withdrawals to
eliminate enemy roadblecks. Thié highfiirepower of mobile antiair-
craft weapons was also utilized,.

Tank companies were used to g}eat advantage in fighting dplaying
ections and permitting the withdrawal of friendly wnits.

Alternate defensive positions; manned by fresh reaerves,'aided
United Nations forces in withdrawing and forced the enemy te fight
2 "war of attrition™ rather than one of encircling and annihilating
friendly units,

Counteraftacks were planned before the enemy attacks to force a
debouchment and proved very successful, United Nations counterattacks
after the enemy May offensive regained all lost ground and forced
the enemy to withdrew beyond his ofiginal attaok point. By
successfully exploiting the counterattack, IN forces established a

79
rew defensive line north of the 38° Parallel,
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SECTIN G

Support in Attack

Armor

Only during the early menths o} the Korean confliot did the
enemy employ armor to any great ext?nt, At the‘euthreak of hostilities,
the Nerth Korean Peeple’s Army had §ne armored component, the 105th
Armored Division. This divisien had approximately 123 T34 medium
tanks in its three regiments, 22 Tihs and 11 T70s in a training
regiment, making a total of 156 tanii.

Ordinarily Commumist tank divisions and tank regiments were
organized as independent wnits. The 105th Armored Division's
component tank regiments were not under the centrol of the divisien
but weré used in support of other infantry divisions. Tactical
control was exercised by the unit to which they were attachedoao

Tank assembly areas were usually ten to fifteen thousend yards
from hostile positions, the line of departurs for an attack about one
to four thousand yards from the front. In one instanse, a US
Regimental Combat Team reported heering enemy tanks racing their
engines for several hours before they attacked, Tank speeds
depended upon the terrain and the Qituatiqne Approximately ten
to twenty miles per hour was sachieved on roads, wheregs 2 gpeed
of only five to ten miles per hour was accomplished in open country.81

As & rule, North Korean tanks were supported by infantry in an

attack. The tank regimental commander received orders from the

infantry commander and relayed them to lower echelons. A small
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advanoce infantry party, eéuippod with mine detectors, cheoked in

front of the lead tank fer mines. ' This party also sought out hoctiie

treep diapoaitioni and lécatedbany%wafning'devicqs and;obitacles.
The main bedy of infantry‘advaand?abreast about BOO'té 500 yards
te the rear ef the tamks, The tanks attempted te pin down United
Natiens ferces while the infantry maneuvorod to the sidel and .
attacked the flanks eof the ho:tile pesitioen. During the attaok,
enemy tank crews dreve buttened up.82

In ether attacks, the infantr& moved out aﬁout 1000 yerds, and
the tenks then came on line and toek defensive pésitionc. Frem
these positions, the tanks 'shellod'.United Nations positiens. vNorth '
Kerean tank fire was moderately acéufate; however, até;mptl by
the enemy to silence WN artillery‘?ire with tank.fire proved
ineffective due to the flat trajqcto:yléfvthe tank gunﬁ and the
pesition defilade teotios amployédiby United Na.‘l:ionsvo.rtill.ory.s3

Barly in the conflict, the on;my eméloyod his tanks by tioi
and eften singly because ef the nature of the terrain which
canalized movement. At ether tims#, the tanks operated in groups
of three to five. One of the primary missiens of enemy tank crews
was te ssek and destroy hestile 3.5 rocket laﬁncher‘teaml.

By November 1950, the North Kerean 105th Armored Divisien was
destroyed as a: potential fighting ferce by the acouracy of United
Nations air power and infantry ground units. The :uporlority
of W air strength forced North Korean tanks ‘to move at night and

use secondary rogds and trails. chause of this, the tanks became

*The NK 105%h Armored Divisien was reconstituted by-late'lummér,1951o'
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roadbound and herded close togetheé, moving one et e timg; Enemy
tanks moved without lights at night.

.The enemy adepted many oamoufiage measures in erder te deceive
United Natiens sirmen. When W ailrcraft approached, the enemy tank
crews lit smudge pets or oily rags near the tanks te give the
impression that the tanks were burning. Other tanks used Uhited
States markings. Still ethers crashed inte heuses or used thatoh&d
roefs EZ cencealment, bthers parked beside destroyed trucks or

tanks.

North Kerean Artillery

North Kerean artillery was 1nitially supefior teo that of any
other oriental natien; however, itlwal rendered impotent by United
Nationa-air power and its ever-§xtended supply lines.*t Nerth Korean
artillery, in its battle doctrir;e9 relled on a modifiéd version eof
the battle-tested Soviet dectrine which called fer the utilizatien
of all availeble artillery te meet the requirements of each phase of
a projected eperatien, |

Each Nerth Kerean Artillery regiment censisted ef twe battalions
(24) of 76mm guns, and ene battali‘n (12) 122mm hewitzerl;' In
2ddition, each regiment had one lnfiarioraft bettalien and ene
battelion of self-prepslled artillery. Each infantry regiment had
ene battery (1) 76&mm hewitzers; oné antitank caﬁpany which consistod
of six /;5Smm AT guns; and ene mortar oempany c&i@osed of six 120mm
mortars. ' |

In an offensive action, the artillery cemmander determined the

artillery requirements, This was dene by persenal recennaissance,

#By fall 1951, WK htimgch stronger.
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by intelligence information, end ﬁy an analysis of United Nations
capabilifies. From this study,.he determined the amowmnt of
artillery, including the artillery and mortars of subordinate wnits,
needea te support the attack. | |

Each attack eperatien was divided into fhree phases -- the
preparatery fire phase, the assault support fire phase, and firing
phaée during penetratien and censelidatien. The ebjectives of
the enemy‘'s preparatory fire were to break wp the hostlle command
and observatien system, te neutralize hestile supporting weapens,
to open gaps through hestile defenses, and to seften up the
oppenent 's defending forces, Prepﬁratory concentrations varied
from ten to thirty minutes aooerdiﬁg to the ameunf of available
ammunition. It was SOP for the enemy to open artillery
preparations at knewn firing pesitions in the United Nations main
line of resistance. The enemy alse executed one or more false
transfers eof fire to mask his impending assault. A final intense
cencentration of fire, accempanied by the fire of Infantry automatic
weapons, sometimes preceded the actual attack. For applicatien ef
the preparatory fire, the artillery was emplaced after dark in
well ferward cameuflaged pesitiens. Flat trajectory weapons were
emplaced 500 te lOQO yards from United Nations lines feor direct
laying; and the enemy's 82mm and 120mm mertars, which he classified
as artillery, weré placed in defilade., The mission ef the mortars was
to attack persennel and weapons in the United Natiens line of

defense by observed fire.
50
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With the stars ef the enemy assauls, generﬁl and direct suppers
art$illery transfer: ' its fire te apprepriate targeté in depth and en
the flanks of the United Natiens!' éositian. This was exécuted either
at the signal ef the divisien ccmnumdor'or uutumatically as direcsed
in the eperatiens plan., The missi;ns of shis assault fire‘were e
continue the neutralizatien ef UN firepdwar, te engage the eppenent’s
reserves in erder te prevent a ceuntera¥sack, te iselate UN defenders
frem reinfercemenss and supply, and te deny the use ef any withdrawal

. roubes,. a

The artillery continued to support an enemy breakthrough in depth
by prompt displacemens. The enemy‘s bSmm or 7Témm gwns, by direct
laying from the flanks or through interwvals between platoons, fired
on targets of opportunisy. Oooupasion of the United Nations firs%
line of defense signaled the forwafdydisplaoament of direch support
artillery. The sequence of displacement and routes selected were
preplanned before the attack, and the movement was consrolled by the.
assault regimensel commander. Usually, the arsillery displaced by
ochelon in a leapfrog nanner. One-third displaced forward while #wo-
thirds remained in posiiianoBS

CCF Artillery

*
A Chinese arsillery company oonsissed of three platoons, each

platoon having two 105mm howitzer guns and éne sub-squad of four

men assigned as observers. The company had one squ#d of twelve

men assigned as observers in addition to those in the platoons. 4An
arsillery battalion consisted of three companies, each with six gums,

*In a CCF artillery division. Most CCF infantry division organie

artillery had 7% 7fmm suns, - UNCLASSE &
0 obes
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and the battalion had an additional forward observer squed of twelve
men.

The company's twelve-man obsérver group maintained an OP forward
of the artillery company. The assistant company commander was in
charge of the group, and the distance in front of the company varied
according to the tactical situation. Telephone commun&cation was
mainteined by the OP with the artillery company commender. The
principal function of the OP was to observe deployment of United
Nations troops and the emplaoement of their fortifications. This
information was relayed to the company commander who in tﬁrn notified
the regimental headquarters, This unit was responsible for the
preparation of the night fire plaﬁ. Missions were ususally fired
between 2000 hours and 0300 hours;in support of infantry assaults.
This was done to avoid detection by United Nations aircraft.

There was no apparent liaison between the CCF ertillery forward
observer and the infantry unit to which the aftillery battery was
attached. The infantry requested fire through the infa?try battelion
commander, who, in turn, relayed the request to the battery commander.
The battery commander then relayed the message to the observer team.

Oniy one fire plan was prepafed by the regimental staff. ¥o
secondary or auxiliary plans were made. If, during the night, the
enemy withdrew or shifted his position from l2ft to raght, no further
plans were made until the following day.

In preparation for an attack, the artillery company was

deployed approximately 200 yards from the United Nations line of
61
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defense, The firss wave of enemy infantry deployed immediately %o
$he arsillery companyfs fronk. Successive ﬁves of infantry were
echeloned %o the rear. No praparafory fires were leid, and the
initial barrage eccurred when the assault weve reachgd a poind
approximately 100 yards from the m MiR. Fire was contsinued wntil
the objestive was neutrelized., During the attack, the forward OP
was responsible for maintaining arfillery fire shead of the
sttacking units. This was done by_rolaying the message to the
company commanders, who in turn, by the use of messengers,
informed gun orews %o shifd fire o:; 1if$ is. The observer sub-
squad assigned %0 each plasoon ocomputed she necessary correctioms.

Artillery company weapons fired as a unik om one secsion of
%he assigned sarget and shif#ed as a unis to other seckions of the
targes, Control fire was oral for shose weapons nearest the company |
conmander, and written to the gwns beyond the range of voics. As
a4 econsequence, firi.ng was irregular elthough concentsrated., Fire
power of the arsillery company was massed, Inserdicsory and
harassing types of fire were not employed by the CGF:

For night operations, the divisional artillery batsalion was
assigned to the regiment havinz the most diffieult mission. The
regiment assumed opsrational control and prepared the fire plan,
alshough thé division commander reserved the right to divert the
ar$illery battalion to support anoﬁher regimens, Ko flexibilisy was
permitted once a fire plen was made. I% was either adhered %o or

*#CCF artillery improved vassly since the spring of 1951. I
became more intense and more accurate,
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abandoned until the next day, when a new one was formulated. The
artsillery bastalion forward observétion post was charged with shifting
the fire wishin the sarget area and controlling is.

During the nigh% operations, ﬁhe divisional artillery beatsbaliom
was no oloser shan 600 yards from United Natioms lines. The
eighdeen guns in the battalion war; normally assigned a general
target area approximately 200 feetiin diameter. If 1% exceeded that,
she battalion awaited specific requesss from the infantry battalions,
shrough regiment. Fire powoé of dhe battalion was conoentrated upon
one seckion of the targes, '

It was the doctrine of the CCF thas mortars had the primary
mission of destroying persomnel; and artillery, of destroying hessile
fortifications,

During daylight assauls, arsillery pieces on the right and lef$
flanks of the regimental artillery:oonpany were spaced approximately
L00-500 fees apart and had a depth of 300 fees. The guns remained
relatively immobile and were well camouflaged, A% nigh%, it was
the general practioce for each weapon to fire fivé rounds and move
100-200 yards to avoid desection. -

Mortars

Morsars wers habitually empladed on the reverss slops of a hill
about 10 yerds from the orest. This afforded the enemy several
advantages; the forward observer was within speaking disbance of
the gur crew, end by placing himself om she gum-target axis, made

compubations for deflecsions umnecessary when obtaiming irnisial fire
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data. This position afforded the gun orew protection from Unided
Nations fla% trajectory fire,

Mortars were infrequently useﬁ in batteries bud were mostly
employed singly. Exceps for his 1ighd morsars, the enemy used
previously prepared conoentrationsfwhich were oalled down by
infantry units as needed. This indicased a poor sommwmicasions
neftwork which limised the use of oﬁsorvation posts and forward
observers. The enemy adapted theipoliey of firing fiva to ten
rounds rapidly amd them deploying.: Light mortars were zeroced in
v & targei and heavier morsars wefa broughd in as needed.

The main mortar firing positions was circular im shape wifh
$he forward edge sbout 1 yard deep and the rear edge l/é’yard deep.
Very litsle efford was made to camouflage this posision as it was
only occupied durimg the actual firimg. A% all osher imes, the
gun was taken out of position and concealed in smaller well-
camouflaged holes abous 5 to 10 yards from the firing position.87

Misoellaneous

Captured enemy documents indicated thas each Coumunist uni¥
meking an essaul% in strength had a supporting fire power unit or
team, equipped with batsalion (82mn) morsars, reooiliess guns, and
type 92 infan¥ry gums., This umit was supposedly commanded by a
battalion cadre member.

The supporting regimental fire unit was equipped with heavy
mortars, mounbain guns atsached from the divisiom, and field guns
and howitzers attached from a CCF army. Im addition, arsillery

pieces, were set up by artillery uniss themselves.
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The mission of the fleld gmi and howlszers wa.s t0 make breaches
in hostile posisions for infankry uniss to penesrate; to neutralize |
.Uniied Nations artiilory position:?; and to carry out a oreeping
bai'ragc. Two batteries were used fo neutralize K arsillery and k»to
f'mjich a creeping barrage. llomfain guns fired a% all obstaoles in
front of the a¥tacking enemy inftnfry uniss .88

During the latter parts of the conflict, CCF arsillery used high
angle fire on a main objective, Neutralizing fire was also placed on
adjacens stradegic poinmts. CCF morsars were set up oa forward slopes
for firing, and artillery was brought well forward in daylight.

In the US? 2lth Infentry division's sector, positions were foumd -
whioh indicated arsillery was left.‘ in position for a protracted
length of timo'.* No roads were im Qvidence, end deep mplaoonfantn
wish conmecting amunl'cién pits an;i roof shelters iero féund.

Beoause of the.ave‘rhoad protection against W aircfaft, the pie.ces
were believed plae.;ed to fire on preselected targess because of the 0
narrowmess of the field of fire, whioh varied from 200 to 500 miles .9

In other instances , artillery was echeloned in depth amd was
well .dispérsed to combat UN patrols. Frequent displacements were
made by enemy artillery to avoid UN observation and counterbatsery
firo.gl f

Coumtermeasures Taken to Counteraot Ememy Ardillery and Armor

Perhaps the two most effective countermeasures employed against
enexmy artsillery and armor were the use of counterbassery arsillery
fire and airlitrikos. |

*This wu'pro'bably a regimental 70mm infantry gun ofsen used for
direot fire. This gun was usually employed sipgly.
UNCLASSIFIED
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To overcome the fortified posftions of enemy aftilléry; friendly
arsillery employed intense concentratioms of accurately adjuétod fire
using a preponderance of fuze delay, Area fire, using approximat@lj
100 roumds of 155mm or 105mm with mixed fuzed delay and VI, was aléo
offective. Temks were engaged with VT fuze and fuze quick, foreimg
the ermemy armor to button up and also immobilizing some by damaging ;
track, Once the tamks were immobilized, UN artillery used WP sheaf
area fire %o sed the vehioles oa fire. High angle fire, usinz a
combinusion of fuze quick, VT, and fuze delay, was employed agains®
morsars on reverse slopesog2 |

The effectivemess of eir strikes destroyed she Norsh Korean ermor
posential by November 1950, The ememy's extensive use of camouflage
measures demonstrated his respect of United Rations air power,

United Nasions armor wﬁs also effeotive against énemy t@ﬁks during
the early days of tﬁe Korean sonflicet, The US 70th‘Tank {Heavy)
Battalion destroyed twb enemy T34 samks with one round of 76um HVAP esch.
During the period prior to 2 November 1950, 3,5 rocket launohér teams
were used in comjunctiom with friemdly sanks, The system employed
had friendly tanks drive the enemy tanks off the road im%o covered
positiona away from accompeanying North Korean infantry. The US
rocket team gumners then advanced under cover end destroyed the
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enemy $anks,
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SECTIN H

Miscellaneous Factors Aff{scting Enemy Offeansive Operatioms

The Daylight Atdaek

In rare instanoces, the Communist Forees employed daylight atéacks.
The feasibility of such an attack depended upon several factors; first,
and most imporbant, the battle success outweighed the casualties im
the opinion of the enemy commander., Second, the weasher shielded his
movement from observation and stdasck by United Natioms air power.

In one attack, the enemy tobk‘advantage of the fact that Unised
Nations foress were disorganized amd could nokx differentiate between

friend or foa. Iu the preponderfneo of enemy gttecks, the night
al,

o S

attack was the favored assault,

The Night Attack

Communist Foroes relied on night warfare because of the over-~
whelming force of United Nations artillery and air power. Lisutenant
General Ma Chang, Cormapding General, Lith CCF Army (Gorps)* stateds

Daylight warfare had become disastrous for the CCF because

of a leck of air power, consegquently night envelopment musk

be employed.

The tactics employed at night were the same as empleyed durimg the day.
An envelopment feollowed the initial engagemcnt.gs

The enemy sslected the cover of darkness as advantageous for
attack because it minimized the effectiveness of United Nations eair,
ardillery, and tank support. The attacks were designed to secure ean
objective prior to daylight. Junior officers were trained to

*The Lth CCF Army {Corps) was never in Korea.

”’
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estimate the situetion during daylight, and to determine whether an
attack should be pressea at night,

The enemy exeroised control at night by the use of white banners,
armbands, and placards. Ropes, lime, trumpets, and whistles were used
to indicate directions and transm#t messages., In one instanoe,'the
enemy used a series of rice straw doughnuts ebout 2" in diameter to
guide troops into position.

At night in en assault, small North Korean uni%s, in eiﬁgle file,
spproached United Netions positiohs through defiles, valleys and along
trails, keeping a ten-yard interval between men, About 100-200 yards
from the hostile position, the attacking foroe deployed. When each
men wes in position, the leader fired a shot whereupon all rushed the
United Nations defensive positions., If a withdrawal was nocessarg,
the enemy troops were supported by heavy and light machine guns.g

In one instance after attacking enemy troops had penetrated
defensive positions of the 38th Infantry Regiment, 2nd US Infentry
Division, they placed illuminating grenades on both flanks of the
area. This enabled =nemy troops slightly to the rear to ocoordinate
their movements and to inorease pressure on the penetrated areas.97

Chinese favored the time of the full moon to launch major
offensives, evidently assuming that the advantage of tactical control
offset the danger of United Nations bombing and strafing. North
~ EKoreans preferred to attack on dark nights.98

The enemy employed various ruses at night to gain entrence

into United Netions positions. MNost typicsl wes the favorlde trick
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of pretending to be ROK troops. On one instance, enemy soldiers
gained entrence into the Netherlands Battalion perimefer by calling
out, "O=kay, we’'re ROKs." In a reéulting firefight, Netherland
soldiers moticed the snemy wearing; ROK insignis, On other occasions, K
North Koresns used wooden clappers for deceptive p#zposes to
six‘mlate gun fire. Shortly after the Cormwmist Chinese Forces
entered the conflict, they conducted a preliminary reconnaissance
of W positions by a ruse, Four flutists deployed around a base

of a hill sbout fifty yards apert in the open and under a full moom
and played tunes, For five minutes they played while skirmishers
kept shuttling up to shem and withdrawing. They Succeoded in
drawing fire which disclosed the cutline of the perimotoro99

Coommuaications

Lack of commumications hampered Commwmist Forces considerably im
battle, especially et night. This stahement was bornme out by a
captured enemy dooument entitied "A Collection of Combat Experience,”
Hesdquarters, XIX Army Groups

Difficulty of maintaining signal commmications at night

after the deployment of troops resulted in difficulties of

commend controls o o o
Because of poor commumications, the enemy had difficulty in either
contiolling his uﬁits or halting an atbtack. For this reason, the
enemy often had to continue his attack even under adverse oonditioms.

Both the Chinese Commumist Fo.rces and the North Kor@ People's

Army utilized the same modes of communication -= radios, bugles,

flares, whistles, flags, and meszengers.
@' . -
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Radio

Radio communications were used on regimental level and higher.

On rare occasions, units smaller than a regiment had American SCR‘BOO
radios. Wire nets extended down to and included battglions and fire
support companies. All messages trsnsmitted by radio were coded.
Transmissions in the clear were made only to direct arsillery fire,

to avoid disaster in battle, and by enemy armored wmits 1# actual combat.
The pfincipal axis of communication ran from the forward CP to the
commander 's CP, The nerve center bf the entire Worth Koresn signal
system was the base message center at the forward CP.

During the early part of the conflict, North Koresn farces estab-
lished radio relay statioms forwarﬁ of the advance message center on
the flank from which an evelopment of United Nations forces was to
take place. The enemy found radios not too reliable in Korea because
of the difficulty in keeping wire in due to the effectiveness of W
artillery fire and the falilure of batteries im ¢old weather. American
and Chinese Communist Forces telephones were used by the enomy.loo
Bugles -=- Bugles were used at company and battalion levels for signals
primerily, and as a fear weapon., All signals were short and pre-
erranged for withdrawals, attacks; or consolidation of positions.
During the attack of some enemy regiments, bugle calls preceded the
main assault. However, this varied from regimemt to regiment. An
extensive number of cells was usod during an attack.

As a fear weapon, the bugle was employed im two ways: first,

it was used aS a means to draw fire and disclose the outline of a
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United Nations wmit¢s defense perimeter; seoond, buglers were deployed
around the perimeter %o create tho{inprolsion of am enemy eanvelopment
in great strcngfh, Finally, when a United Nations position was takem,
enemy buglers sounded "Taps" to d;mortlizo retreating W aoldiors.IOI
VWhistles == Whistles were used onl& during close engagement as &
method of group control, It wes aﬁpcrontly used only at platoﬁn and
squad level, and its primary use w@s to urge troops forward. Whea
an enemy attack faltered, the whistle szignaled a resumption of fire.
Whistle messages were prearranged before an atsack. |
Flares —- Flares were one of the primecipal types of vi;unl signals»
uaid. Different colors signifiod shor$ prearranged mopsngos; These
were changed frequemtly. The Nortﬁ‘xoroana used three flares to
request supportsing fire to commence amd five flares %o halt 1%,

An electric torch was ﬁsed %o ralli troops on a positien.loz
Flags -- Flags were used for sommunications in comba$, primarily to
direct battalion-size and smeller units under tactical condisioms.
Various movements meant orders to adsack, withdraw, commence firiag,
or drop to the growmd. All prearranged ofders wafe taotically
controlled. These orders were used until an engagement was
finished, and them new orders were issued.

The commander of a unit regulated the usage of flags, and omly
battalion, company, and platoor leaders waved them. Whem a blue
flag was used, it was handled by a squad leader to indiocate a
particular prearrsnged squad sigmel. The location of other signal

flags indioated the presemce of the commender or the location of a
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commend post.

Meuggg ers -- Messemgers, both mounted and dismoumted, were used om
all levels -- each unit from platoon size amd up had a group of
messengers. These messengers carried both oral and writtem messagéu_.

. : , 1ol
Runners were used for communicatioms between patrols and paremt unilts,
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SECTIN I

Weakness in EnemeOfrensive Tactics

l. The Commumist attack doct:ine, as observed in all mejor enemy
attacks in Korea, was inflexible. Subordinste units were not permitted
to make adjustments whioh tarrainggfriendly defenses, or other factors
might heve indicated as being desirable. Alternate or secondary missions
were not assigned to assaulting unitl. Enemy patrols always utilized
the routes of shortest approach end return. Enemy patrol formatlons
were standard and made no allowancé for differences in terraim or
friemdly disposition. Preparstione for am sttack followed an
inflexible and wnvarying pattern which aoqn’beoame'apparent o
fr . nadly foroes, And finally, enemy insistence, due to inflexibility,
on mass employment taotics proved costly in the face of United Nations
alr and artillery fire.

2, The enemy lacked suffiocient logistical support to sustaia
ar extended offensive. |

3o The enemy lacked communications facilities. This hampered
control of units in the attack, end mey have beem the basic cause for
the inflexibiliby of ememy tactics, -

L. Enémy wits employed little flank support or séourity during

& tectical march.
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CHAPTER TWO

DEFENSIVE TACTICS
. SECTI(N A

Dofensive Indications as Detsermined by Friendly Forces

’ During ﬁeriods of defenaive oéerations, either when preparing for
a new offensive or denying certiinfterrain features to W forcés,_the
Communist forces prepared elaboraté fortifications which suocessfully
withstood W air and artillery ettacke., These positions werebplaced

on commanding terrain features and;hindered W advances,

2. Appearance of barb wire entanglements ii front of enemy positions,
Barb wire entaglements were first reported in the North Koream |
sector of the eastern front in June 1951, although some use of wire
by the enemy in defensive positioné was encountered in the centrsl
* :

front as early as larch.

3. Extensive AT obstacles (mimes, ditches, barricades) on routes of

advance,

The appearance of numerous obstacles %o hinder United Nations
vehicular and tamk traffic indicated e defensive phese imn the enemy's
operation. Barricades and ditches‘of various types were used, not
only om routes of adyance, but also im other sectors to channelize W
troops into enemy fields of fire,

L. Lack of PV statements of an impending offense.

Enemy PW¥s were well imformed of their offensive operations, and
United Nations officers were able to fix the approximste date of attack

* After action Imterviews, "Breaking the HONGCHON Defense Line,"
3rd Historical Detachment,
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from their statements., Lsck of informetion of such ettacks indicated
an enemy defense,

5. Stockpiling of supplies,

This was an indication of either offensive or defensive action.

6, A stubborn defense line insteaé of an elastic defense.

The ﬁse of a stubborn defense line immedlately after an enemy
offensive indicated a lsck of counteroffensive potential and & need of
time for regrouping and re-equipping. The enemy also displayed a
stubborn defensive attitude when his supply bases were threatened.

It was also probable that, during fhe latter stages of the Korean
conflict; North Koream troops resalized they were fighting for their
homeland and would not trade space for time., The armistice talks
no doubt influenced the Communist armies to resort to a stubborm
defense line.

7. The use of an active defense (numerous counterattacks).

Commuwaist Forces used numesrous counterattacks to restore
lost po*ztions and to hinder United Nations advances. Units from

squad to battalion size were used in these gttacks.
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SECTIQN B

The Elastic Defense

It was apparent that two types of defensive tactios were
employed by the enemy during the Kpreen conflict., The North Korean
People 's Army employed a modified %ypo position defense, although some
provision was made for an elastio type defense, and the Chinese Communist
Foroes used & mobile defense.

Chinese Communist Forces

The Chinese Communist Foreces Qid not employ the principle of a
main line of resistance nor a position defense.* Vhen the enemy ox-
pected to be in one place for three or four weeks, he employed a de-
fensive army which ocoupied the sector of two offensive armies, In
e defensive phase, the CCF employed a tactical formation of "one up,
and two back." When a defensive army of division was in a delaying
position, one divisiom or regiment;was placed on line as a screening
and delaying force. Small forces from the defending umit launched
limited attacks to confuse and delay United Nations Forces., In the

‘meantime, the other two divisions of the army, approximately three
hours' walking distance to the rear, rested and reorganized.lo5

When United Nations Forces attacked, the unit on line offered
moderate to stiff resistance but withdrew slowly when forced to do
so. TWhen it withdrew as far back as the two reserve units, a counter- _
attack was laumched to restore thellost growmd. If the reserve waits
were unable to launch a oounterattack, the enemy slowly withdrew %o
the offensive armies in reserve; A major oounterof'fensive was then

* Since Jume 1951, the CCF deﬁiﬁitely employed a position defense.
; ol
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launched by the CCF.
In an elastic defense, the holding of terraim was of minor
importance. The enemy's major desire was to oreate wealnesses inm

the United Nations of femsive which. could be exploited by counter-

effort, The countereffort was an impartant part of the elastic defense

employed by the enemy, and it was mainly directed toward an exposed
United Nations flnnk.106 |
Ferusal of ememy documents leads this writer to believe that

the eﬁemy propagandized his soldiers about the importance of the
elastioc defense tactic. Evidontly.this was done to bolster morale
after withdrawigg from hard-won positioms, The enemy referred to
this tactioc as two-foldg "herd work™ -- construction of emplacements
and field works_in every place to which they moved, and "roving
motion" -- employments of troops in attack or defense to delay a
United Nations offensive. "Strong:defense, deplete the ememy, find
the chance, and destroy the enemy' was the theme of the Chinese
Communist Forces high commnnd.107

CCF regiments usually deployed in three limes, Two-thirds of
each unit was supposedly disposed om the front line with one-third
kept on both flamks for a possible counterattack. Deployment was
along a narrow front and in great depth. Command and observation
posts were set up om favorable to&ain, and telephone commwmlications
were established between the OP anﬁ the CP., The first and secomnd
defensive lines consisted of well-ponatruoth forsificetions

conmected by commumicatlons trenches. Dummy camouflaged positions

were built to draw United Natioms fire. All hill positions were
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defended by small units adeguately. equipped with asutomstic weapons,
and all fields of fire appeared to'be well=coordinated.

Most defemsive works for the ?irst line were constructed on the
forward slope of hills facing the direction of United_Nations approach.
The second line of defense was usually set up on the reverse slope of
the hills, or where its fire power could readily support the first
line. All-around defensive positions were built to guard against
United Nations surprise attacks. Fields of fire covering as large am
area as possible were selected, with the fromt lime having the |
preponderance of machine guns and éutomatic weapons.

To couﬁtoract United Nations daylight gaims, CCF troops semnt
small groups to counteratteck at night to regain lost ground. Some-
times, two or three such attacks a night were em.ployed.lo8

North Korean Peopls's Army

The North Korean slastic defense, or in their termin§loéx
"mobile defense," was characterized by the counterattack and with=
drawal to successive linss of defemse, It was designed to allow
an inferior force to trade space for time sgainst a superlor force.
The general execution of this msneuver was not greatly differemt
from the tactics of the United Nations Forces; however, no fiexibility
was permitted the subordinate commenders. All withdrawals and
disengagements had to be made om the order of the senior commandér.
Each regiment ocoupied two lines of defense at the same time;
~ but the bulk of the North Korean fdroo was concentrated im thg

forward positiom. The enemy'’s defensive dootrime specified the
78
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distance between the two positioni had to be great emough to cause
an attacker to displace his artiliory and mortars after ocoupyimg
one of the sectors. Ome third of the effeotive stremgth of the uwmis
on defense was deployed as a resoﬁvo well to the rear of the secomd
lime of defense.

The forward wmit opened fire at extreme remges im an attempt to
force Uiitéd Nations forces %o doéioy and make time-~consuminmg
preparations for the assault. However, before the forwsard linme
sould be pimned dowa by W fire, it withdrew to rear positions
" umder cover of supporsimg weapoms. Concurrently with the with-
drawal to the secoad lime, ooumtefhttaoks were immediately laumched
to throw W forces off balance and inflict cgau@lties. If the
forward line was umable to disennge, a coumteratbtack was 1aﬁmched
aga;nst the attacker®'s flank by thb troops im the rear positiom.
This was done only on the order of the semior oonmandsr.log

Withdrawals

Iaverted~V Formation

During the early phases of the Koream confliot whea WN forces
restricted their offensive warfare to the low growmd and valleys, ﬁho
Commumist forces used an invertadfv formation in conjﬁnctionwwith
e mobile forece. By withdrawing to the high groﬁnd, thoy permitted
United Nations troops to enter the V, at which time & superior
numerioal foroe enciroled the att#oking column and closed the V,

As one North Korean PV stated:

19

o UNCLASSIFIED




UNCLASSIFIED

Our troops make strategic withdrawals when the enemy (WN)

attacks; our troops them attack from the flanks and encircle

the enemy with superior numerical strength. In most oases

the enemy (W) had no additional forces on their own flanks

to assist them, . . »
Eremy groups occupied the forward slopes of ridges paralleling low
ground and placed fire on the United Nations colums. An attempt
wes made to destroy the first and last vehicle of a colwm to canalize -
and halt movement on the narrow roads. A sizeable enemy force
deployed to the rear to prevent retreat of friendly units and the
arrival of W reinforcoments.no

Tactical traps were employed by the enemy to lure United Nations
troops into an area, Withdrawals were made by some enemy troops o
entice W forces into a hasty exploitatiom. Other enemy troops
positioned themselves to strike the flank or flanks of the attacking
force, in an attempt to destroy smell WN waits, Irn selecting such
an embush site, the number of riflemen on the first line was
decreased, but an increase of sutomatic wespons was provided. The
bulk of the enemy troops deployed under cover to afford a quick
attackolll |

Dslaying Parties

The covering foroe or delaying party which covered an enemy
withdrawal was usually selected from the last umit to break
contact with United Nations Forces., These delaying parties were
placed at strategic points where the land was least favorable to
attack, wheré the roads were poor and natural approaches feﬁ. Thus,
a small number of men armed with aﬁtomatic weapons were able to
hinder s United Natiomns attacks. 8

UNCLASSIFIED ' SEON

b




ST UNCLASSIFIED

The coverimg forees ranged in.aize from a 3~man group to a plasoom,
aithough a squad was normally employed. The variation in size of the
group dependsd on the size of the withdrawing wmit and the pressure
exerted by United Nations Foroes. QA platoon usually covered the with-
drawal of a battalion. The mission of the delaying party was to
divert a possible United Nations attack by increasing their volume of
fire on N positions. Radios wero?not used to control the‘dolnyingv
action. |

A marked change took place in;the delaying action of CCF covering
forces after their May 1951‘offen§ivoo Usually, the Chinese, in their
withdrawal tactiecs, moved out after dark leaving no delaying parties.
Close contact with United Nations ﬁnits was avolded., A marked
departure from this tactic was noted when CCF units defended tenaciously,
even to death. A covering force was forbidden to withdraw until Lz

ordered to do so by hizher authority; rarely was such an order issued.

Withdrawal Teoctiocs

The regiment was the lowest schelon of command authorized to
order 2 withdrawel., Assembly area; were not predesignafcd, and the
units withdrew as far as possible during the hours o« darkness under
the protéction of the delaying force. In a battalion withdrawal, all
companies moved as one colum in single file along the sames route.
Regiments used the same procedure., Variations of colum movement were
dictated by the terrain and enemy situation. One or more battalions
also moved in parallel, single~file columns, Contact between battalions
was malntained by radio commumnications and runner,

Enemy artillery and heavy weapons deployed before the withdrawal
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Under covering fire of one squed of the lst Plstoon, Company 4 moves
east in single file elong the ridgeline toward Compsny B. A4s elerents
of the 34 Platoon, Compeny 4, reach the right flank of the 4th Pletoon,
Company B, the letter moves out in single file toward Compeny C. When
elements of the 6th Platoon, Company B, contact the 7Tth Plstoon, Com-
pany C, the latter moves north leading the Battelion. Upon resching
the foot of Hill X, units are checked off by the Battalion Staff and
Company Commanders. Upon order of the Bettalion Commender, the cover-
ing squad then joins its parent unit. Battslion Headquerters im posi-
tioned between Compenies B and C.
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of the main body of troops., This was due to their lack of mobility.
As far as could be determined, no artillery or mortar fire supported
e withdrawal. Counterattacks Qeroirarcly made in conjunction with a
withdrawal, although the last units to disengage, tegether with the
' 113

delaying party, inoreased their volume of fire.

Uss of the Counterattack

Enemy counterattacks were an intogral part of their defensive
system and were used for various purposes: (1) to blunt the edge of
e United Nations assault; (2) to annihilate a portion of the hostile
forces and (3) to recapture a lost position.

If the purpose of a Comnunist counterattack was to delay United
Nations Forces or blunt an offensive, the ettack began at night, but
early enough to end the engagement by daybreak. If its motive was
to.ragain a captured position, the atteck began early in the evening
to permit recapturing the objective by midnight. This ena*lad the
remainder of the night to be spent in organizing defemsive positioens
to mexe the objective tenable for the next day'’s iighting,.

The ensmy counterattacked United Nations positions which he
thought lacked depth ur strong rear support. He also counterattaoked
when United Naticns Foroes eppoared disorganized, or when the United
Nations PForoes used the captured position as a starting point for a
new offensive action without organizing it for defense.

The enemy attacking unit varied in size from a company to a
regiment depending upon the situut@on; A thorough reconnaissance of
the terrain im the vicinity of the objective to gain informatien on

82
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United Nations strength, disposition, and armament was accomplished by
late afternoon or early evening oﬁ the day of the attack. All members
of the attacking unit were familiar with ;he routes of approach, and
the signals to be used, and the plgn of attack before moving out.

The location of the prearrangbd counterattack unit was set ﬁp
on the flank at the depth of the qéfense line 50 to 80 yards to the
rear of the fromt defensive position. Communication trenches connected
the rear position from the front.  An order for the attaok was
usually oral., The attacking force was usually divided into widely
extended small groups of squad and.platoon size which approached
United Nations lines quietly, deployed, and then attacked swiftly.
Generally one sgquad moved out first in a trianguler formation with
one angle pointing forward.

Envelopments, turning movements, and penetratiomns were employed
by the enemy im his night counterattacks. Enemy troops infiltrated
into W rear areas and endeavored to make the main assault on both
flanks of the United Nations positiom between the frontline troops
end reserves, or against a sector weakly defended. The enemy counter-
attack did not extend beyond the limit of frontal supporting fire,
snd when & position was taken, the enemy meain body dispersed te the
flanks to avoid UN artillery fire,

If a plarmmed withdrawal from the sector was to take place, enemy
reserve elements covered the withdrawal of the attacking unit., If
the position was to be held, the ehemy oconstructed fortifications

114
and consolidated his positions.
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Comtermeasures Taken By UN Foroes Against the Elastioc Defense

The same defensive measures eﬁployed against the night atback of
enemy forces in a major offemsive worked equally well agaizst his
counterattacks. A tight perinctor: in depth, Ssogether with coordination
of fire between units, permitted United Hatioﬁs units to withstand
and repel enemy counteratsacks.

A favorite tactic of United ﬁationa Foroes against the ememy's
elastic defense was to press the attack until an enemy strong point
was contacted. Friendly ‘units then withdrew ard placed artillery
concentrations on the enemy's positions. To protect agaimst the ‘
inverted-V formatien of the e_nemy,; UN forces sereened all high ground
in their forward movemeat and keps flanks well prot.eefod.

~ United Nations PFeroes dotemi;ned the ex’.cr.onities'er the Cemmumist
defensive positioms by obaemtieﬁ of its patteran of fire. Whea
enemy action imdiocated a wishdrawal, arsillery ooncemtrations were
placed en both ernds of the ememy's positions as well as enm the
deleying parsy. This arsillery fire was echeloned in depth to cover
any possible enemy withdrawal route. Rapid fellew-up of the enemy
withdrawal by ON Forees of4em prevemted him frem reergamizing and
preparing new defensive positioms. Im small umit actioms, the
hostile ccvorhg force was easily by-passed and the withdrawing main
body emgeged., The emomy occasionally empleoyed a rear guard, UN
tank units preved effective im by-;paasing the emﬁ strong poht-.
In Octeber 1951 mear KUMSONG, benks froem she 72nd US Tank Battaliin
by-passed eme such streng peint and surprisod ‘the ‘onaw as he iaa N
S w | »
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being relieved by amother umis. Heavy casualties were inflicted
115 ‘ '
on the hestile force.

United Nasions air power, by the use of radar, inflicted heavy

losses on enemy ¥%roops as they withdrew at nighs,

85
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SECTION ¢

The Stub‘borl Defenu

Late in ihe Korean cenfliocd, iho Gomuhi Foroces ehangad from
an elastie defonso to one ntilizin§ 2 main line of resissamce (!LR).
Several theories may be advanmeced tq Jussify she change, although_no
cencrete preof has been found ¥e nfpppcri anyvjr;h’o_.

In the past, Cemmunist Forcesfeould afford to trede space fer
time iﬁ order to laﬁnoh eemteroff"icivo measures. Hoirever » when
ths enemy reached the .58' Paro.lloli he ceuld net afferd te "lose
faee" by saorifiehg territory of the hemeland of the lorth !orm
people.,  To de se, he may have falt, weuld cause loss of respect of
the Norsh Kerean people and pouibly of tshe entire oriental werld.,

In view of a poa;ible amiltiofe, to permit sectiens of Nerth
Kerea to fall imbe United Nasiens hands would have givea N delegates
& weapen ‘In megetsiatien. Furthermere, foreing‘ the N sreops to hald
at the 38° Parallel weuld have mbled the Commist- werld te retain
its irem curtain”™ im Kores, ;

hProbably She mest legieal ressen fer the change from elastioc be
stubbora deferse sacties waa‘- the of;foct of United Nafio;s air and
artillery em masses of ememy treepio F’omrly, the comu#ists
attempted to destroy friemdly divisism-size units by superier
weight eof mmbeis. But because of :friendly air and ertillery, the
snemy reserted e atsemphs e anihfilafe_anﬁll friendly uaits.

This tactic was mere effective whon the MLR in defense was empleyed.

A Communist decumemt supperds his ;_thaory as fellews:
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Ve are te defend and further fersify the present positions
of our battaliem; therefere, we must met yield & single

inch ef greumd er allow evem eme ememy seldler $e pemetrate.
At the same time, in erder te inflioct a large mumber of
casualties, we must be on the alert im the froms lines se
that we may seize upen suitable eppervunities for aggressive
small umit actiem, 116

Establishmens of Defensive Pesivioms

North Kereem Peeple's Army

The North Kerean Army employed a modified sype pesitien defense.
This cemsisted of 2 main line of r@sistanee composed of a series of
gelf-sufficient islands, Each isl;nd was cepable of all-around defense;
most were cepable of mutual support by fire. The North Korean
defense doectrine stressed the fact thet the effectiveness of ibs
defensive positions depended on the ee-ordinatiom of all types of
fire with antitenk defenses mnd obatacles.

Depths of North Koream rifle units varied. A regiment semetimes
extended to a depth of six miles from the main line of resistence; a
divisien semetimes extended te a depth eof ¥welve miles. Normally,

a North Kerean batbtaliem occupied a fremt of abous 2000 yards and
a depth of 1500 te 2000 yards. Inimountainous terrain, an enemy-
battalion eften defends: a fromt of 3 1/2 miles.

The Nersh Kerean main line of resistance had a aopth of three
te four miles and was divided inte regimemtal and battalien secbors.
These censisted of a number ef strong pointa pretected by ebstacles.
Abeut 1 to 1 1/2 miles in fremt of the MLR was & security line, mammed
by an enemy battelien, which consi@ted of numbsr of imdividuml stremg
points protected by a system of ebgtacles. It was desigmed te

87
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to prevent surprise attacks smd te:act as a recennaissance screem

for the MLR. Each imdividual stro@g point im the lime was supporied
by fire frem the maim line of resiéianoeo In frent of the security
line was an outpest line whieh uaually'oonsisted of hasty emplacements
mennod with treeps armed with amalg arns aad hand grenades. This

line was abouts six te eigh% miles @n frent ef she MLR.

Enemy reserves varied iam streﬁgth frem eme-third te ene-sixth of
the main ferce. Commitment was made emly on the erder of the semior
commander, amd this was usually deme te restore pemetratioms im the
MLR. Battalion OPs were generallyilooated 200-300 yards frem the
MLR; regimemts, 300-500 yards; and:divisiens, 500-1000 yards;
coxmand posts were lecated further te the rear == a battalien,
800=1000 yards; a regiment, 1500=2500 yards; amnd a divisiemn, 3500~
1000 yards. |

The smallest self=sufficient tactical umit in the Nerth Kerean
Army in defensive scembat was the regimemt, Regimental seotors in
the LR were made up of batbalien amd company sbtreng-peints depleyed
in a eircular mamrer in depth afouid the regimemtal key pesitsiens,
This provided fire support for the flamks ard oritical secoters.

The imitial sheok ef a Wi attack enm Nerth Kerean defensive
positiens was abserbed by the security lime, The umit helding thii
line attempted te force WN treeps fo deploy prematurely ér to lure
them inte the MLR fields of fire, If hestile pressure was %o
atrong; the security lime withdrew te the MLR umder the protective

fire of supporting weapens. If the MLR was penetrated, all fire

D | . :
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power frem the ether streng-poimts om the flarks and depth was
concentrated te seal the gap. ; |

In the event a Urited Ratiens umit envelomwd a secticn of the
Nerth Kerean defensive line, the o;acirolod unit oentinued its
defensive missien, for according te Nerth Keresn doctrine, the
encireled unit was still rospensiblo for its assigned missien,
Te prevert sush a hestile movmon'hlg the ememy laumeched vigereus
counteratsaoks agaimst the flamks ef the N wmid. Withdrawal was
made enly en the order eof the soniﬁcr cexmander. Wher such a
withdrawal was impossible, the snemy attempted to infiltrate
W positions and conduct guerrills aoctivities to the roaren7

Chinese Communist Forces

Shortly after the Chinese Forces entered the Korean conflioct,
they defended key terrain features as a screening action for a
pending offensive e‘ A small reconnaissanee group occupied forward
positions to observe United Nations movement and troop deployment. -
The remainder of the enemy wnit remained concealed in well-protected
foxholes dispersed over the crest of the hill from which it could
easily atback forward, When United Nations Forces orossed the
crost, the enemy laid a devastatixig fire on the attaocking foroce,
Then N troops faltered, the enemy ooxmtorattaekcd.na

The CCF stubborn defense or main line of resistance was
organized in depth along a narrow front., Extbended outposis were
placed to the front and on the flenks. Small groups of enemy

soldiers, armed with light aubomatie weapons, manned the outposts

and had the mission of delaying Uriited Nations probing attacks on
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the CCF main line of resistance. Chinese forces organized key
terrain features for gzn all-around defense if necessary, and
erected obstacles to channelize United Nations movement, All

dead space was covered by mordar fire, and cross fire patterns were
established between the strong points.

In the mountainous terrain offoroa, the CCF rifle companles
usually ocoupied the lower slopes of a ridgeline. The heavy weapons
compeny occupied the top of the ridge. Battalion headquarters was
somewheres betwesn the rifle companies and the heavy weapons. All
units from the squad upward maintained OPs, mainly in saddles between
hills. Reserve units occupied areas to the rear of the terrain
feature seleoted for the defensive action. The Chinese depended
on oounterassault as an integral part of their defense, and certain
small units were dasignated as assault groups. These attaoked W

119
positions under cover of light machine gwn fire.

Utilization of Terrsin Features

Both North Korean and Chinese Communist forces selected hill
tops as principk; defensive positioms. Positions were always looated
in places inaccessible to United Nations armor. Most of the enemy's
defensive positions were dug near or on the topographieal cress of
ridge~lines or high hills, and were usually dug in fOr three-sided
defense, The enemy's strongest dofense was normelly directed agalnst
valley corridors containing principeml roadways, and his positions
were usually mutuslly supported in depth between hill masses. All

positions were heavily fortified, well-supplied with smnunition,
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and tied btogether by mterlooﬁng firo.

Entrenchments ané Fcrtifioations

Early in tshe Korean confliet 'lfhon N forces were on the defensive,
Communist foroes usilized b,nj emplacements in a defensive aection.
| Foxholes were of the sli‘h-tronch typo » @ach Iarga enough to aeeommodate
2 squad. Foxholes were sometimes dug along a hillbase for good
fields of fire and observation, and soaurity obaomtion'posts for
sueh posibions were loeated midway up the hillside. Platoon trenches
were often eonstrueted wish naohing gun’ emplacements at both ends
large anougﬁ for ﬁha ensire maehine gun squad,

When the enemy was foroed to f.’a.ght prolonged defensive actions,
adequate protective measures had to: be taken against ﬁnited Nations air
and artillery fire. Simple onplae;mntq became olaborafo dirt and
log fortifications. A typiocal eneﬁ strongboint consisted or’foxholes
for riflemen, automatiec weapons positions, mortar firing positions,
and 76mm peck howitzer positions. All _positions were conneoted by
coxmunieations trenehes. On forwufd slopes these trenches were
covered with logs anéd soil; on the jr,ovor'ao slope‘. they were‘on.ly
partielly sovered. On the reverse %sldpes -were loceted dug-in shelters
ahd mortar firing positions, It was common practice to place rimary
defense positiona; on the forward s~10pe » With personnel shelters on
the reverse slope. Communisations ‘between the two were mintained
by tunnel and by alternate trenshes. All positions were constructed
%0 afford gover from high angle fire jot provide good field? of fire,

Entrenchments on the forward slope were sonstrueted to enable enemy
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troops to rain grenades down on an assaulting foree,

Hill top fortifications were covered with alternate layers of
logs and dirt from L to 15 feet in depth. From 3 to 12 layers of logs
were used for ocover, Other underground shelters were construeted
in soil, rock and shale. All bunkers were conmnected by communications
trenches. Ammunition storage compariments were also joined to the
main network of defensive position by trenches. These were located
near the4personnnl shelters on the reverse slope. All were well
fortified against hostile artillery, mortear, and small arms fire.

All brush and inflammeable materisls were clesared from the vicinity
of the defensive works 2s protection against hostile incendiaries.
Lips of dirt were placed around some bunkers, located below the
military crest, to divert the flow of N napalm bombs.

Two-or three-man foxholes were dug about six or eight yards
apart on the forward slope and were menned during a hostile atsack,
When Unitod Nations artillery fire was placed on a Communist strong
point, the enemy riflemen moved from foxholes through the commmioce-~
tions trenches to underground personnel shelters on the reverse
slope,‘ Eech shelter held about six to eight men. When W artillery
fire was lifted, the enemy moved back, occupied the former positions,
and fired on the attacking troops. Enemy mortar fire wa; also
placed on the assaulting farce. Reserve enemy troops, in shelters
on the reverse slope, were used %o counterattack WN troops to
prevent them from ocoupying newly taken positions. Alternste

positions were prepared in case one was destroyed by hostile fire.
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The enemy also constructed many dunw positions which were suecessful
in drawing fire,

Mortars and artillery piéces ;sually were emplaced in well-forti-
fied positions on or just below thie reverse slope. | Often, fields of
fire were restricted by overhead cpvar. Eowever; in the US I Corps
sector several unusual methods of anploying mortara and artillery were
observed. Pieces, loeated in wellfoonatruoted bunkers below the
crest on the forward slope of the hill; eouid be fired and resupplied
with ammunition while under cover. Eseape tunnels leading to the
reverse slope allowed the pdeces fé be evacuated. In one susch
instance, four-gun battery of 76-n£guna wai found located on the
forward slope of a hill within 29@@ yards of fhe enemy MLR. The
emplacement for these guns measured 21 feet ﬁy 35 feet and was at
least 18 feet beﬁeath the ground level of the ridge.121

Camouflage

One of the most effeetive weapoﬁs of defenss employed by the
enemy in Korea was his use of eamouflage. lethods of concealment
and deception inereased as the war'progressed.

No speeial training was given the Communist soldier in the
art ofkcamouflage, but each squad leader was responsible for
teaching the members of his unit oémouflage discipline. Thiz was
probably why United Nations forces<enoounterei such a wide
variety of coneqalmant and dooeptive taeties, Enemy ocaps and
coats were equipped with fiber loops so that natural camoﬁflage
ocould be used. When no cover existed, the soldier smeared dirt

and mud over his clothinz and ffee.”
- 93
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Units up to battalion size eseaped aprial deteoction during the
day by sleeping in ditches covered with pine branehes;, or rolling up
in straw mats and lying in orderlf.rows, like pileé of sbraw. During
the enemy retrograde movement in Nﬁy 1951, enemy soldiers carried
pine branches. When Uhited'Natioﬂs airerafly were overhead, the
enemy squatted and remsined immobile. Had the enemy used the side
of the road rather tshan the middle, he would have given the
appearanece from she air of an orde?ly row of bushes,

Self=-propelled guns and tanks sseaped deteetion by erashing into
houses or haystacks. Others burned smudge pots to give the impression
that the vehicles were on fire. Wheeled vehieles were dug in during
the day in forward sreas and sovered with surrounding vegetation.

If the vehicles had to be ready to move in a shorb time, they were
parked in ditches, gullies, under partially dessroyed bridges, and
in tunnelss These, too, were camouflaged with branehes and other
vegetation. In one inetence when enemy vehicles crossed soft
ground, some dragged trees behind to erase their traeks. Pack
animals were kept hidden during deylight as much as possible and
samouflaged by the individual animel's attendant when necessary.

Railroad engines and ocars were also covered with branches and
brush, but the movement of the train and the smoke rendered this
camouflage method ineffeetive. However, open flat oars and gondola
cars were camouflaged with corrug#ted metal and dirt whioh suecessfully
hid the eargo. Tunnels were frequently used for daylight e;neealment

of trains,

ol
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Camouflage of depots and othe; installations of units lower than
division was not mandatory, but instellations from division upward were
well-ooncealed, Maximum use was méde of tunnels and caves for supply
depots. Excavations were made by the responsible unit whenever
neocessary. ‘

When en individual soldier dug his foxhole he earefully removed
the s0il and coneealed the hole with natural vegetation. He disposed
of the dirt by placing it on a eloth, then by strewing it around his
position, later ecamouflaeging it with serub pine, sod, rice straw, or
other materials at hand., Enemy soldiers digging entrenshments were
difficult to see unless they were skylimed. They eamouflaged their
uniforms and shovels, and ﬁhen digging, they used short strokes.

The enemy onee ocamouflaged a long highway bridge to simulate
a continuous roadway. To oreate this effeet, he attached high trues
to the sides of the bridge and sdded gravel to the bridge floor.

On oocasions he broke up pontoon bridges during the day and hid the
seetions under nearby bridge wreckage or along the river bank,

For some time friendly foroes thought that these pontoon bridges
were under econstruetion; actually they were being used every night.

The enemy often used dummy po#itions and simulated targets to
draw United Nations fire. Straw dummies made ® represent riflemen,
some partially elothed with discarded garments, succeeded in
drawing considerable W small arma.and machine gun fire, Dummy
tanks and airereft attraeted oconsiderable air strafing and bombing.

Artillery positions made out of natural material were emplaced . :
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in the standard horseshoe mamner. Stacks of empty shell eases were
placed near each position, while other empty cases were scattered
around each simulated gun. Barrels consisted of 6 inch logs;
shields were steel plates; trails were boards; the wheels were
mede of strsw, Realism was.carrieé to the extent of manufacturing

122
foot and vehicle tracks in the position area.

Bnployment of'Weapéns in the Defense

North Korean People's Army

Artillery and lortars -- North Koréan ertillery had the mission of

harassing and inflieting oesualties on W reserves in assembly areas.
1t also fired to disperse and neutralize United Netions tank. and
infentry assaults. Purely interdietory missions were not fired.
Mortars fired antipersonnel and harsssing missions as well as
entiattack missions at extreme ranges. Fire missions always
attempted to separate W infantry from its armor suppat. If a
penetration in the North Korean main line of resistanece oascurred,
artillery and mortars engaged the penetrating foroe to contain
it. Enemy mortars displesed laterally over a distanee of
approximately L50 yards but rarely deployed in éopth. Morters
were used when N forees were within 1000 to 1500 yards of the
MLR or when ten or more men were conocentrated togethef.

In the early days of the Korean confliet, North Korean military
doctrine required a eommand reconnaissance (1) to determine the
most suitable losation of the outpost line of resistanee, (2} to

assign regimental sectors of responsibility, and (3) to select
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areas to be mined and neutralized by obstacles. This reconnaissance
was conducted jointly by the division, regiment, and battalion
sommanders together with the division artillery coumender and the
commanders of other supporting weaﬁons. The division artille ry
offieer made the over-all fire plaq, ineluding the use of 82mm and
120mn mortars, for support of the division security line, cownter-
battery fire, fire on the final protective line, and support of -
ocounterattaocks,

Fire support for the seourityiline was furnished by NK artillery
located in the main defense zone aﬁa by mortars whioh were moved in
front of the MLR. The bulk of the grtillary and supporting weapons
wes attached to the various strong points in the defensive line.
Normelly one artillery battalion wés attached to an infantry regi;ent.
Artillery fire was delivered from alternate positions inwsﬁpport of
the seeurity line,

To support the main line of resistence and assure meaximum
coverage, specific weapons were assigned zones of responsibility.
Special sttention was given to provide. adequate fire protection to
the zones between fhe individual strong points. The emplacement of
the artillery varied with the situation and terrain, but it was
generally employed in depth to assure that any penetration of the
defense zone eould be brought under fire., The weapons not
assigned to support the seeurity line were kept well concealed for
the element of surprise, These weapons were not fired uﬁtil

the attaocking foree approached to within bSO yards of the main line
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of resistance, If a portion of the MLR was ponetratéd. all available
fire was fosused on that spot. |

In the elastie defense, NK artillery deployed by echelons after
dark, firing at maximum ranges in sn endeaver to fores United Netions
forees to deploy. Part of the ‘artillery was omplloyed under deeentralized
eontrol by attaching it to units in the forward defense positions.
The remeinder of the Artillery ﬁas oonsentrated in the rear and
fired under econtrol of the senior comsender, |

During the latber part of the eonfliet, NX artillery 'g‘narally
took positions in inaecscessible terrain; however, this deg‘endod on the
hostile situation and the terrain.. A battery of mountein guns was
assigned to different infantry regiments for supéort. The sites
selested were usually on the s'l'opejl of hills or at the foot’ of the
high grownd. Gun positions were dug ai)proximtcly 100 yards apart
and 800 jards to the rear of front line troops. Azmwnition was
stored in shelters about thirty feét to the rear of the gws ion
level ground, and six to seven feet where the terrain‘ was hilly.
Gun positionb were in bunker-like fosiisions azxd vell-eamouflaged.
Light machine guns were dug in betwsen the gun positions on
both flanks for looeal seeurity. All firing was done during dey-
light hours, and if fAiring was done at night, ealeulations jréro
made during ého days If the artillery remained for an extendod
length of time in one loeation, auxiliary positions were dug
approximately 150 yérds to the flank of the battery. If the enemy
artillery pleees were discovered by W air observation, ‘the'altomto

123
positions were used.
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Heavy and Light Machine Guns

The NK battalion hea%y machin; gun eompany was usually deployed
with ihe rifle eompanies, Eaeh rifle oompany assigned to ﬁhe
defense of the main line of rosist}noe had one heavy machine gun platoon,
as did the battalion CP for all-ar;und seourity and antiairoraft
defense, This latter platoon ooula be committed to the defense
of the MLR in an emergensy.

Most of the heavy mashine gun; were placed on‘£he flanks
as were‘the light maghine guns, vTﬁiu permittediobliquc fire
along the.front.and adquate coverage of obstaeles. Positions 6f
the guns were staggered in depth ts avoid ;inultaneous-doatruotion
by W ai; or artillery. All guns were controlled centrally by the
platoon leader and were shif ted from one target to another én his
comméné. NK heavy machine guns usually opened firo.at a range
‘of 800 to IOOO‘yards; the light maehine gum range for Qpening fire
was 300 to 500 yards. When WV troops first assaulted, only a few
guns opened firo; fof the ensmy usg&l}y waited wntil the assaulting
troops were vulnerable to.mress fife.aab

51811 Arms and Automatie Weapons

North Koreaﬁs depended on heavy rather than sceurate automstie
weapons fire in halting a W attaek. The enemy ususally walted until
United Nations troops were within 75 yards of their positlons before
they opened fire with small arms and automatle weaponi. However,
submachine guns opened fire at about 200 yards, and rifles at

- 125
100 yards, Grenades were hurled at distanees from 10 to 30 yards.
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Chinsese Communist Foroes.

Artillery
CCF artillery was seriously depleted by W air strikes and

. UNCLASSIFIED

artillery fire, and therefore did nbt constitute too great & threat to U

t

forees; however, after June 1951, e@eny artillery inereased in
strength and constitutsd a real haz;rd. .Normally a CCF artillery
regiment supported an Army; an arti;llery battalion supported an
infantry division; an aftillery batterj, a regiment; a platoon,
a battalion. No attempt was made to mass fi:_-é, Fﬁr 'prote‘etion
against W air strikes, a CCF antiaireraft automatie weapons wnit
corresponding in size to the field artillery unit was n'signed_'to
them,. |

_Chinese did not utilize their {hrtillery to support the
withdrawal of their infantry units,’ although minor preparations
wore fired some time prior to ‘the a.dsual 'disengagmn’e. Usually,
the artillery, because of its laek éf mobilitj, moved to the rear
well in advanee of the withdrawing units. During ‘the‘ latter part
of August 1951, the enemy appeared to have a do?ted the Western type
of defense, for at 1.:hat time his artillery began to be well-
coordineted with his infantry. ' |

The artillery battery area was generally selosted and
designated by the battalion oommandier with speeifie loeations
for the artillery pieses pieked by iszhe‘ battery eémnder; Pre-

ferred loecations were in mountainous areas away from roads, sinee

meny of the CCF artillery pleees were of -thé_-. peek=-type. The

T
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distanee between pieees was governed by the terrain, but usuelly it .
was between L0 snd 80 yards. All guns were dug in and woll-camouflaged.l?ﬁ
Mortars :

CCF mortars were normally loeated at the foot of high growmd, or
just below the reverse slope of a defensive position where fhe fire
eould be employed in support of thé first defense line. Mortars were
usually employed at ranges varyﬁng;ffom 1000 té 1500 yards on hostile
tro§p coneentrations, and from 5001to 800 yards on attaeking troops.
Three to five rounds were fired as;a shoek aetion on offensive foroes, -
and eoncentrated fire was plaeed in the e¢enter and fear of'tith-

drawing N troops to cause confusion.

Heavy and Light Machine Guns

CCF maehine guns were usually;employed in support of the main
line of resistanee in defensive warfare. All areas of enemy approash -
were covered by meehine gun eross fire patterns. Short bursts of
fire commeneed on dispersed W troops when they reashed effective
renges or eonsentrated within 200 yards.

Small Arms and Automstie Weapons

Rifles and automatie weapons ﬁere fired when UN'forees attaeked
and dispersed within effective firing range, or from 10 to lOnyards.
Grenades, on which the enemy placed great relisanece, were thrown when
N forees approached within 10 to Lo yards, Most small arms fire-

oecurred with W forees within 50 to 75 yards of the enemy positions.

T

T
Ve

Miseéllaneous

The CCF also employsed roviné fire power units equipped with

various weapons to confuse.UN units and cause them to divert their
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fire power.

On one defensive position captured by UN forees, the enemy
had brepared corrugated drums filledéwith rocks and ™NT. These
were located on rough ramps and evidgntly were to be rolled’ddwn
on atteeking troops with the hope th?t flying roek would dause N
casualties. Also on the same position, a trench was construsted
Qbout 50 yards below the crest to coﬁneal enémy soldiers eontrolling
trip wires aftached to bangalore tofpedqes around the 5111.127

Mines and Roadblocks

Both Chinese Communist Forces and North Korean People's Army
employed mines and roadblocks during defensive operations. Very little
use of them was made under other tactical circumstanees,

Enemy mines were generally laid in roads and by-passes, although
in some instances the enemy mined open fields which afforded
vehicular approach to defensive positions. Roads were mined in
cuts, fills, and other places not suitable for by=-pass.

Usually they were placed in s staggered manner at three=-pace
intervals and stretched across the road from shoulder to shoulders
In most places, however, the mines were laid so that one lay in the
tract or rut most commohly used. Most mines were normelly 1 1/2 yards
from the edge of the road., Depths éf minefields were not uniform.
Océasionally trip wires attached to pull~type fuses on some mines
were stretehed aeross the road and tied to trees or other objects.

If a vehicle missed the mines, the tension on the wire activated

them,
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North Korean engineers placed mines in five to six rows with
a distance of two to five yards betw?en rows. . The 1nférval between
mines was two to four yards. The.deith of the mine fields‘a&eraged
from 50 to 500 yards. Bridges and stream beds were mined %o prefént
use by'UN ArRmOY. |

Some mines were buried 18 inches to 28 inehes deep. This allowed
a great amount of traffie to pass before explodihg.' These mines were
very diffieultvto locate as they were too dgep to be discovered by
mine deteetors, and probing was uselbss. Other mines wers dug in from
the shoulders of the road to avoid déteeiion from the top. During
the .summer of 1951, the enemy placed large .quantitiés of dyﬁamite
atop mines in a roadbed, to destroy ﬁN dquipment rather than to
oripple or delay it. In other spots, the enemy buried sorap metal
and beer cans to hinder the progress of N engineer groups ihieh
wore c¢learing paths. Enemy mined areas were not marked, nor were
they in the most oases eovered by fire,

‘The frequent use of roadblocks and undefended road obstruetions
characterized the enemy's defensive tacties. Roadbloeks were
construected from large roeks or stonés covered with brush and logs.
Abandoned vehicles, ditches, craters dynamited in roads, and
artifieial landsiides caused by demolitions were other favored
means of blocking routes of advance.a Roadblocks were employed singly
and in series, in the latter case being placed’close together. Meny
mines and roadﬁlooks were booby-trapped. Some roadblooks were

covered by enemy fire.
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Most of the enemy's booby-traps were erude, made mostly from
blocks of TT and grenades. Earthen jars with blocks of TNT, amatol,
or picric acid were used. Abandéned IN and enemy equipment was often
booby~trapped, and in some instaﬁees, enemy dead.. Most detonations of
enemy booby traps depended on some form of a trip wire. During the ﬁ
cold weathser of 1950-1951, the eﬁemy buried a mortar rowund a few
inches below the surfacs of the ground in an abandoned fireplace.

A small amount of fresh wood was placed on top of it to tempt W
soldiers to buildlzsfire. The shell exploded two hours after the

fire was kindled.

Miscellansous

Antitank Defense

The shock sction of UN armor was extremely effective oh the
CCF and the NKPA. To combat both the pivsicsl ‘snd mental demage
done by W tanks, the enemy took various measures. Meny enemy
pamphlets and menuals distributed to his troops tried to build up
courage to cause personnel to attack UN armor. Specialized anti-
armor units were organized.

In the North Korean army, all rifle regiments had two or three
antitank teams, or "hunter groups;"’whioh had the dual mission of
defense against tanks and airoraft. These teams were orginally
organized from the NK division antitank battalion and worked with
combat engineer teams of platoon fo company size. The AT teams
consisted of three of four men armed with submachine guns, antitank
grenaﬁes, mines, and bangalore torpedoes. Teams were deployed in the

rear of defensive positions as mobile antitank forces. Their
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main mission in defensive warfare #as to neutralize hostile tanks
which penetrated the defensive perimeter.

The combat engineer umit plan&ed mines and other obstacles to
hinder the approach of hostile tanks. The "wuater group" had the
mission of attecking and ennihilating W armor, To accomplish this,
the teams hid near roads or approaches which cbuld be used by armor,
and attacked from the flank. As Aﬁ guns attempted to knock out the
front and rear tanks, the "hunter group" attacked individual tanks
in the colum. Multiple attacks w?re sometimes made to accomplish
the purpose. |

Chinese Communist forces used antitank teams of various.sizes.
The enemy doctrine called for ell infantry battalions, companies,
and platoons to organize teams. BEach platoon organized two or three,
Company and battelion size teams cbnsisted of two parts: a demolition
team of three to four men, armed with one submachine gun each, three
hand mines, and two bangalore torpedoes; a support team of three
to four men armed with subm-chine guns and light machine guns. The
mission of the support team was to:separate W infantry from asrmor
to allow the demolition team to atfack. The platoon teams consisted
of two to three men armed with submachine guns, greandes, incendiary
bottles, mines, and other explosivésa Pole and satchel gharges
were also carried by the antitank teams.

The antitank crews usually selected terrain im which tanks
found it difficult to maneuver to set up positions in depth. Well-

camouflaged emplacements, approximately 150 yards from the defense line,
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were built adjacent to the routes of approach. When hostile tanks
approached, the support group opened fire to separate the assaulting
infantry from ﬁhe tanks. When the%tanks approached without arfillery
support, the antitank teams attacked from the rear flanks. Small
arms and machine gun fire was placed on the tenks in an attempt to hit
the driver's periscope and keep the tank commender down as the enemy
teams attacked., A team assaulted one tank at a time.

When the enemy approachedvtheIUN tank, he attempted to climb
on the rear and hang small dynamite: bags on the turret or gun. He
threw grenades and bangalore torpedoes in the bogies. If the tank
was disabled, the enemy attempted to set it Qn.fire with incendiary
grenades or Molotov cocktails, Although CCF tenk hunter teams were
fanatical in reaction to initisl advances of W tanks, they were
generally content to Stay out of sight when the armor returned from
an.‘.assault.l29

Antiaircraft Defense

During the early stéges of the Korean conflict, the NKPA placed
little emphasis on antiaircraft defense. However, with the increase
of UN air power, he employed both active and passive antiaircraft
measures., The North Korean Army organized air defense teams,_armed
with heavy machine guns, from the divisional antiaircréft units
end from the antiaircraft mechine gun platoons of subérdinate units.
Air observation posts were used to warn troops, and 30 to 50 percent
of the ground arms were used in antiairoraft defense. Antiaircraft

artillery guarded rear installations.
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The enemy also employed "hunter groups," armed with machine guns,
at key tunnels, bridges, and other installations., This team fired
et any overhead United Nations aircraft, and if the ihstaliation was
hit and could be repaired, the team remained in position. If not,
the team moved to guard another key p01nt.

Early in 1951, due to W air pcwer, CCF regiments wers assigned
an entisircraft company armed with six to nine 12, 7mm DSHK guns.

In addition, each Chinese battalion employed an ‘antiaircraft net |
in obmbat. It‘was composed of a uﬁit manned with nine machine guns"
. four h;avy machine guns from the battelion, and two light machine
guns from each compeny. Emplacements guarding key positions were |
usually on high terrain where the weapons could command the sky

over the target. Emplacements were in the Shape of a triangle

with communication trenches connecting the ammunition dumps. All
positions were well camouflaged.

If four ma§hine guns were employed, the guns were set ﬁp on
four corners of an invisible squere around the installation. .The
interval between guns was 50 to 100 yards, and between groups of
guns, 200 yards. Three machine guns formed a group and these were
placed triangularly with an interval of 30 to 50 yards between guns.

' Continuous fire, on order of the commgndt: + Tory, o5 placed
Qﬁ W aircraft.

In a defensive position, one platoon was designated to fire on

hostile planes. The fire was concentrated, but staggered at

different engles. Heavy machine guns fired at ranges over 800 yards;
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light machine guns, 500 yards; and?rifle fire at altitudes less than
700 yards. Fire was-first placed on the lead plane to .bLreak up
130

any formation. All firing was controlled by the commanding officer.

Countermeasures Employed by WN Forces Against the Stubborn Defense,‘

In spite of excellent artillery, air, and the support of other
weapons,.the infantrymen had to finally close and dislodge the
stubborn foe.

In a typical assault on an enémy defensive poéition, air and ) ‘ -
artillery were first used in the softening up procesé. Aerial bombs
weigh_ing 250 and 500 pounds, with a 10-second delay nose and tail fusing,
proved ef fective on enemy fortifications provided a direct hit wes
scored., Aerial bombardment was'reétrioted due t§ the lack of the
reguired precisioﬁ bombing. On an average, one bunker was
destroyed out of eight bomb drops on positively identified targets.

This average decreased in adverse weather or becauss of poor targét
identification, Field commanders felt that three fighter=bombers,
utilizing 250-pound bombs was required for each bunker.131

Artillery assault fire, at rénges of 2500 to 3000 yards, was
usvally employed in 50- to 60- brackets up and over the crest of
the hill or ridge defended by the énemy. Enemy machine gun fire was
silenced with artillery area fire ﬁith fuse quick and convgrged
sheal., Precision fire by one piece was employed to destroy the
emplacement. The artillery also reconnoitered all suspected
‘enemy positions by fire using VT fuse to strip away any poésible
camouflage. It wes proven that a direct hit by a 155mm shell 'v -

was effectlve on enemy pillbox with & 5-foot protective roof, e
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direct hit with a 105mm shell was ;ffeotive on one with a 3=foot
protective roof. The best artillery support was provided by the
direct fire of a 155mm gun, although high angle fire from heavy

értillery aelso proved effective, %T fuses were used on buﬁkers

at night to érevent febuilding.

A method employed by WN forceé to 1ift an artillery cdncentrétion
on enemy positions was the firing ;f a WP shell. The enemy quickly
recognized this, and when such a shell was fired he returned from
his bomb shelters, manned his defeésive positions, énd fired aﬁ the
assaulting W troops. In one such attack on a stubbofn enemy
objective, w troops employed a ruse. A'WP round was fired at the
enemy; and five minutes later, aftér friendly infantry fired smﬁll
arms to simulate an attack, a mixed TOT and VT artillery bafrage
ﬁas brought down cn the hostile poéitiono The bbjective was taken
~without further difficulty.132

When artillery fire was lifted, L.2mm and 82ﬁm mortars pounded
the enémy positions at three-minute intervals as the aséaulﬁing
forece moved up. Tanks moved forward of the infantry in the final
assault eand tried to close within ﬁ range of less than 1000 yards to
fire on the enemy bunkers. A rangé of 300 to LOO yar&s wes preferred.'
Tenk fire wes placed on the bunker apertures or embrasures using
HE delay. If these ﬁere not visibie, two rounds of APC were fired
to effect an opening where theklog; in the fortification joined the
sarth or just below the slopa of the roof. This neutralized, but |

did not'destroy the bunker. Antiaircraft weapons also moved out
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133
with the tanks and supported the ground assault,

When the infantry assaulted the position, the artillery and
tanks isolated the bunker being atﬁacked from other enemy supporting
installations with WP smoke end HE fire. The infantry used assault
teams consisting of one rifle squaﬁs two flame throwers, oné
demolition team armed with satchel and pole charges, one SCR 536 radio
operator, one 75mm recoilless riflg squad, and one light machine
gun squad; or a total of 26 men. ‘ -

The teams deployed with the 75mm recoilless rifle squad placing
fire on the apertures of the enemy{bunker at a range of about 600
yards. The light machine gun squads deployed to the flanks t¢
support the attack. The rifle squéd, together with the two flame
throwers, closed in as far as possible and placed small arms and
BAR fire on the bunker. The flame‘throwers then moved forward until
35 yards from the enemy position and engaged the bunker with fire
while the demolition team planted the explosive charges. When
the po#ition was neutralized, the team hastily reorganized and
prepared to move forward or to consolidate the pcsitionoIBA

Uﬁited Nations armor was used in surprise attacks to by-,:ss

~ enemy fortifications and hit him from the rear and flanks. To
accomplish this, continucus W engineer reconnaissance was necessary
for the removel of mines and reduction of obstacles. W infantry
and armored officers and men had the highest praise for the work
of the combat engineers in Korea, vBraving enemy fire, they succeeded
in detecting the majority of enemy mines employed. Warious apparatus,

such as fails and rollers,; used on ganks to explode enemy mines,
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proved unsuccessful due to malfunctions and the great amount of
' ' 135
explosive charges employed by the enemy.
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CHAPTER THREE

INFILTRATION AND GUERRILLA ACTIVITIES

Infiltration and Guefrilla Activities

E:emy espionage and guerrillazactivity were widespread since the
beginning of the Korean conflioct, and played a large part in .he
enemy's operations and tactics., The North Korean People's Army
intended guerrilla forces to be stfictly military, but the Chinese
Communist Forces wanted the groups to be for political indoctrination.
It appears that a happy medium was struck between the two Communist
Forces in Korea, For this reason, infiltration tactics and guerrilla

136

activities will be considered separately.

Infiltration

Infiltration tactics were employed by the enemy for both
espionage activities and for militgry operations. Early in the
Korean conflict, enemy troops mingled with refugees fleeing south-
ward because of the reluctance of W pilots to strafe colums of
civiliens. In other instances, groups of men, women, and children
walked into UN positions with North Korean soldiers interspersed
among the lead elements. As the groups were screened, other
enemy soldiers launched an attackel37 N officials were quick

to determine the importance of the. enemyfs infiltration tactics

as shown by the following statement:

Infiltration tactics played a big part in the enemy's attack
in the West sector, accomplished by the infiltration of small
groups during darkress over a 2-3 day period, after which the
infiltrated elements rallied for attacks in coordination with
frontal attacks by tanks and infantry. 138
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| Not only small groups succeed;d in infiltrating UN lines, but
major units as well. Early in Dec;mber 1950, the 10th North Korean
Division moved south through mountainous cowntry from the 38°
Parallel to within twenty nﬂles‘of;TAEGU. It was a remarkable military
feat. It had to rely on the countfyside for food and clothing and
on captured stocks for ammunition.: Lacking medical facilities, it
was forced to operate on a survival of the fittest basis. It was
able to keep the US lst)Marine Division (as well as ROK security
forces) occupied in the mountains northeas; of TAEGU. After the
lst Marine Division was committed to action in February, thev
enemy force beoame the full fime céncern of the 2nd ROK Division.
Despite heavy losses from constant attacks, it maintained the form
i
of a military unit. Approximately'one-third of the énemy division
managed to withdraw northward to its own lines by breaking into
smaller units.lag ;
Because of the effectiveness of UN air power, the North Korean
' Army changed its tactics and adopted an operation called "Paktisa,"
Grqups of enemy soidiers, dressed as civilians and carrying con=
cealed weapons, infiltrated TN lings at night and attacked from
the flanks and rear. Others established roadblocks to cut off
withdrawing friendly units. Both thnese and North Koreans practiced
the same ruses of having some soldiers dressed in civilian clothes
and mingling with refugees. These men hid in caves and buildings
during the day, and gathered infor@ation or_conducted harassing
raids at night, Some so-called civilians apprehended by W
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troops carried mortar base plates, mortar tubes, ammunition,
and hand grenades concealed in packs. Other captured North Korean
soldiers had a complete chang: of ﬁhite civilian clothes, and each
had a package of 5000 ROK wom..,lbO

Enemy espionage was widespreaa in Xorea and was very effective,
but it was generally of low calibré° Most enemy agents primarily
gathered tactical information in azcombat zone. Both North Korean
People's Army and Chinese Communist Forces, together with enemy
guerrilla foroes, utilized large numbers of poorly trained agents
to gather information of military value. High-levél intelligence
was conduéted by treining companies established by the North Korean
Political Security Bureau and by North Korean field grade officers,
especially treined for intelligence and espionage work., These
agents normally confined their activities to the supervision of
subordinate information netsolhl

. 'ssions given ©o azents varied with the sector to which
assigned. On the front lines;, the agents attempted to determinse
the location of the W main line of resistance; the strength,
composition, and disposition of various units; the number and
types of weapons; the condition of roads; the objective and
movement of WN patrols; and the location of hidden foodstuffs,
In forward areas, the spgent also determined the number and
location of troops. In addition, he noticed the location of

W artillery, armor, and command posts; the location of the

various refugee checkpoints. In rear areas, in addition to

notingy the location and number of UN troops, agents located
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National Police strong points andvdetermined their strength. They

took the names and addresses of civilians friendly toward the

North Korean cause and those who collaborated with UN Forces. They

also noted the attitude and feeling éf refugees and the South Korean
142

I} ouole.

Enemy agents were recruited from both sexes and all ages. Young
boys were very active in collectlng information for the NKPA and
partisan bands.

Some individuels were used who brought political disfaver upon
themselves and tried to prove their loyalty by engaging in espionage
activities, Agents were not well=picked and showed little incentive
for their work. Evidently, there was no authority which centralized
selection, assignment of missions; or control of enemy agents. Young,
middle-aged, and =lde:rly men and women were used singly, in pairs,
and in "family=-type" groups to facilitate movement., One such agent
used a stretcher in an attempt to pass through W lines. Two
adults carried the agent, who poséd as an ailiﬁg father, on the
stretcher. Several young children, who knew they would be well-fed
as long as the agent needed them, willingly claimed him as father.
When apprehended, he was found to have concealed weapons under the
bed clothes. Other agents adopted one or more small children and
mingled with bonafide refugees. Others disguised themselves as’
farmers or local villagers and some were _:=:%t behind when enemy

143

troops withdrew northward.

115

UNCLASSIFIED




UNCLASSIFIED ~ T SPOREE-

Some attempted to pass through UN lines as refugees, others
utilized mountain trails to avoid checkpoints., Falsified passes

were carried by the agents to be used when questioned. Some wore
US clothing and pretended to be ROK soldiers separated from their
units. Once the agent reached his assizned area, guerrilla and
other Communist organizations protected him and transmitted the
information he obtained. Sometime;, these organlzations assigned
the agent subsequent missions. Usually, agents transmitted their
information orally, or concealed igformation in the seams of their
clothes or shoes or in the private parts of their bodies. In rear
areas, information zained by enemy agents was sent fo North Korea

Ly
by radio,

Enemy espionage agents used many methods of identificatibn;
Money was not only a means of identification, but was also a means
of transmitting messazes. Japanese fifty-sen pieces indicated the
agent was a member of the Korean Lébor Party. Japsnese coins of
various denominations indicated types of arms (one sen-carbine,
five sen-Ml rifles, etc.). Other Japanese coins indicated the rank
of the agent; the higher the denomination, the higher the rankolhs

Buttons of various colors and buttons sewed with different thread
denoted an agent's identity. Cloth, broken eyeglasses which matched
other glasses, North and South Koréan flags, hair cut in various
manners, jackefs, pencils, beans, verious types of spoons, and
tattoo marks on the bodyslwere also used as identification. An
agent apprehended in thé Us IX CorPs sector carried a pocket full

of various coins of all denominations, buttons in all colors, spoons,
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and all the known methods of identification carried by enemy agents.
Included ir the coins were two sen;pieces dated in the eighth year of
Emperor Meiji. These were the key. coins and the agent's identifiocation
pieces. The agent claimed the othér coins and trinkets were a
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life~long collection.
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UN_Countermeasures Taken Azainst Enemy Infiltration

Infiltration of enemy militarsr units was combatted in various
ways by UN forces, C;ordination of fire power between adjaocent WN
units in suspected areas, plus interdictory»artillery fife, abetted
the influx of infiltrating enemy troops. At regimental levelé, a
civil assistant detachment, two co?nterintelligenoe agents, and one
ROK police company were utilized t6 detect enemy agents. All
refugees in the area were brought #o e regimental collecting point
and screened by the CIC agents. Ail indigenous men of military
age apprehended were evacuated through prisoner of war channels.
All others were sent to a division refugee collection point for
further screening. From the division, the refugees were sent to
corps points and on to an Eighth Army poinmt if further interro-
gation was necessary. However, those cleared at corps level
were turned over to ROK civilian control. All UN personnel
released by the enemy were returned to at least army level for
sereening prior to relaase and return to military duty. Thi§
was done to detect any possible en;my indootrination and assign-
ment of an espionage mizv,sion.,lu7

Friendly troops were instructed to be suspicious of any
civilians in front line areas. Lectures by CIC agents also
assisted units in spotting enemy agents. Nérmally, civilisns
were not in the combat zone., This statement is evidenced by a

report issued by the ROK National Polices

*See countermeasures employed by UN Forces against guerrilla
activity. i
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When the defense line‘is very%close fron enemy line, those
should be evacuasted to the area located at LO to 60 kilometers
(approx. 2l to 36 miles) from the defense line; and those
areas located 10 to 20 kilometers (approx. 6 to 12 miles)
south of ghe next defense ling should be evacuated. . - »
Checkpoints for the control of trayel byvciviiians in both directions
were set up by military police unifs, civil affairs teams, and ROKY
National Police. Close liaison wa; maintained between W Forces and
ROK counterintelligence units and the ROK National Police. Informants
employed by UN forces also aided in the detection of enemy agentsQ
_ Some UN divisions had security forées organized from indigenous
personnel which operated under thezcontrol of the division G2.
These assisted in the prevention of sabotage and in the rounding up
of enemy agents. Civil assistance detachments establishad-lines
which refugeeé could not cross goipg nbrthward in en aﬁtempt to
return home,‘lL“8 | |
lisasures to control refugees were also exer?ised by the ROK
Government, All civilians were reguired to regisfer in their
villaggﬁtoﬁgin a subdivision of a larger city such as SEQUL.
In this manner, the National Police, which maintained a police
box in every village, knew everyone who belonged in the town.
Counterintelligence teams informed!the National Police when agents
were suspected to be in the area, end the police immediately
questioned»all strangers. All suspicious persons who lacked proper
identification were turned over to investigative agencieg“for
interrogationo Each civilian in South Korea was fequired to carry
a Refugee Certificate or a Prefectural or City Resident's Certificate.

ilg
These had to be shown at every checkpoint or on request.
UNCLASSIFIED




UNCLASSIFIED

Refugee activities were centéalized to ward off any possible
fifth columnistse. Groups to be ejacuated were formed in the various
villages and sectors, and each group had an appoinﬁed leader from
the same locality. He knew everyéne within his group and notified
proper authorities when a strangeﬁ joined his colum. All refugees
in rear areas were required to keep on main roads and avoid

150

trails and secondary roads used by infiltrators and guerrillase.

Guerrilla Activity

At the beginning of the Korean conflict, approximately

5000 communist guerrillas were opérating in South Korea. These
© guerrillas were directed by a coré of some 1700 Communist indoé-

trinated persommnel., In addition éo this force, the North Korean
Peoplets Army had an organized army guerrille unit, the North Korean
Zennem Unit, and an independent army unit, the 766th Infantry
Regiment., This regiment was expaﬁded later from 3 battalions to
6 battalions and trained for such work. North Korean divisional
guerrilla units were similar to NK reconnaissance companies and were
scldom divqrced from their parent unit. However, they had ir-
re.;ular tables of organiza‘bion;151

Both the North Korean Zennam Guerrilla Unit and the 766th
Infantry Regiment were landed amphibiously in South Korea in
company-size groups (about 80 men) and dispersed into the hills.
The NK Zennam Unit landed in the wrong sector and proved
ineffective. Its mission was to destroy railroad tracks at

erossings, bridges, tunnels, curves, and switches, and to cut
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away telephone and telegraph wires; The 766th Regiment move& by
mountain trails through uninhabited areas fo its;objective and
succeeded in harassing UN troops. {

‘Enemy ﬁilitary units, used ih’guﬁrriliabactivities, dressed in
uniforms similar to other North Ko}ean outfits and carried the
standard weapons. However, memberé of the organization wore
clvilian dress to reconnoiter téwné, villages, and rear sareas of
UN forces in daylight. These soldiérs returned to the hills before
dark and gﬂided the main body back-to the'objective. In the
approach to the objective, three scouts were sent out first, éach
about 8 yards apart. Companies wefe separated by 20 to 22
yards; platoons, 15 to 17 yards; and squads, about 10 yards.

After the attack, the guerrilla unjt withdrew into the hills
before daylight0152 |

At other times, NK guerrilla units mingled‘with refugees and
Ainfiltrated to the rear of W lineéo At a certain point, they
separated from the civilian column and essembled their weapons
which had been hidden in oxcarts or bundles. A reconnaissance
was then made by the units and an Attack launched. Units were

ziven specific missions and & specific time limit to accomplish

153 ;

the assignment.

With the turn of battle in favor of UN Forces, many out-off
units attempted to escape northward. Some could not. Consequently,
they formed their own guerrilla ban&s or joined forces with other
previously established bands, Communist sympathizers and Korean

121

m__ UNCLASSIFIED




UNCLASSIFIED

Labor Party members also jolned thgir ranks. Thése were utilized to
furnish logistical support and to ?erform espiongge missions. In
November 1950, it wes estimated that there was "a ‘'minimum' of
40,0000 guerrillas in South Korea." It was believed that some
Nortﬁ Korean.géneral offioérs and their staffs were responsible
for the over-all coordination of the activity of these bands with
CCF and NK Forces.lBh ‘
The routgs of withdrawal of the guerrilla troops‘varé

easily determined, and by effectivu blocking actions by UN Foroes,
heavy casualties were inflicted on' the enemy troops. A considersble
number were taken prlaoners.155

As a result, guerrilla forces in South Korea were widely
dispersed, and later were divided up into six branches. Each
branch consisted in etrength from EOQ men to 4,000 men. The
People's Guerrilla Command was one of the twelve departments of
fhe NKPA General Headquarters, andbit controlled the sctive
guerrilla branches of approximatél& 8,000 men, In addition to.
the branches, numerous partisan beands, organized by the Koreén
Labor Party, operated throughout the western part of South Korea.
The pranch units operated in the eastern sector. Branch units were.
organized on an army petterm, but the partisan gands followed the
loose organization of the Korean Lgbor Party.15

Guerrille bands established their headquartérs iﬁ the mounteinocus

terrain in tﬁeir areas of operatiop. Security of these ocamps depended

upon the guards at the stronghold itself} Members of the band

deployed in a ;1€D area, disguised as peasants and farmers, and hed
1! i
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spies in nearby villages. Liaisog.with these strongholds was
maintained by the use of couriers dispatched from the Poeple's
Guerrilla Command in North Korea. j:(.‘ruerr.’x.lle. forces were able to
receive messages from North Korea,?but UN action captured and
destroyed most of their sending stations. Messages carried by
couriers were fregquently in changed secret codes.157

The general mission of the en;my guerrilla branches was
- mainly to impede the South Korean war effort. Communication ang
supply lines were attacked; villages pillaged and railded; and
Communist propagandé%disseminated.. Many raids were conducted out
of necessity. Food and ammunition were critical items, and
desperate bgnds raided meny villages. All this increased the
hatred of natives toward the guerrilla bands and resulted in
brutal treatment of those ceptured. A general paﬁﬁern of con-
centrating guerrilla foreces in onejarea was the general trend.

Food, clothing, and supplies were obtained from the area in
which the guerrilla bands were ope}atingo These were gathered
from voluntary contributors and sympathizers, by raids on farms,
or by capburing WN supplies, Female guerrillas purchased medical
supplies from the local markets.

Replacements for guerrilla baﬁds were obtained by volunteers,
kidnapped young men and women, hostages, and enemy soldiers who
had infiltreged UN lines. Hostageé aided in securing contri-

158

butions of food.
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Countermeasures Taken by UN Forces Against Guerrilla Activities
During the days qf £ . 414 perimeter and the ensuing days of
the breakout by UN Forces, it was necessary for UN Forces to divert
large tactical units, division orilarger, to secure rear areas.
Friendly armor was employed to ha%e a quieting effect on guerrilla
forces. The 73rd Heavy Tenk Batt;non fired WP on dug-in enemy
positions within the UN perimeter and forced the enemy to flee in
all directions. Heavy and light ﬁachine guns were then used
to good.efgect on the enemy. By étudying the routes of movemeﬁt
of the guerrills forces, WN troops were able to block thelr routes
of withdrawal. Normally this was .done by employing one battalion,
organized for perimeter defense, in the route of enemy withdrawal,.
The remainder of the regiment of division used deployed to encircle
the area in which the enemy was kﬁown to be. Initially, platoon;
size patrols used to combat guerrilla forces were too small,
However, company=-size and larger ﬁad good suooes59159
On 19 July 1950, the Office of Coordinator, Protection of
Lines of Communication, Rear Areas, was set up by. the Eigh#h United
States Army Korea. Its mission was to coordinate the efforts of
Korean and US police to effect thé maximum protectién of railroads,
highways, and bridges. It was also to provide protection for
W signal communication sgainst sabotage end enemy guerrilla activity.
One of the first steps taken by this office was to form Korean Police
Battalions, At first, one provisional ROK police company was
assigned to the US 2Lth snd 25th Divisions with the mission of

procuring local guides, securing information on the enemy and
- 1%
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familiarizing the respective commanding generals with local
terrain conditions and road nets. After about two months, theégOK
police comapniés were returned to the Korean Nationul Police.l ;
ROK Sécurity Battalions and thé Korean National Police combatted
guerrillas in rear areas, and were under the opérational control of
the ROK Army and supported logistically by it. Arms and ammunition
for t he National Police were furnished by the US Army. Both“had
the mission of ‘guarding fixed installations and conducting anti-
guerrille activities. ROK Security-Battalions were attached to
the TABAEK—SAN‘Command» which had the mission of guarding two
stfétegic passes on main supply rou£es9 the TANYANG and MUNYONG
passes; and the SONAM Commend. Thié comménd was activated in
June 1951 2? the insistengé of the ROK Army to combat guerrillas in
the area;l ' 7 |
The ROK National Police was orgeanized in 1945, but did not
expand until the outbreak of hostilities. It now has 63,000 men
as compared to 18,000 in 1915. The National Police, besides
guarding fixed installations and conducting anti-guerrilla
activities, also were charged with the security of the railroads
in Korea. Several thousand National Poiice were attached to the
American corps to control civilian population, screenéindigenous
personnel; and conduct counterinteliigence missions.l 2
When guerrilles attacked a village or an installation, the

National Police went immediately to the scene to pursué'the

attacking force, ROK Security Battélions did not. When a definite
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guerrilla force was located, the a?ea was surrounded, and UN air
strikes called in on the target. .gfter the air faid, the
National Police moved up to clean out the area. Often such
attacks were jointly conducted with the ROK»Sécurity Battalions.,
Since 25 June 1950, the Natiz;al Polloe inflicted an average 100

guerrille casualties a day.

' : »*
RESULTS OF NATIONAL POLICE OPERATIONS FROM 25 JUNE 50 to 31 AUGUST 51

Enemy killed : 67,228
Enemy captured ' 23,837
Enemy surrendered - ' L, 154
135,219

Enemy h.avy weapons captured | 1,650
Enemy rifles captured 22,571
Police Killed : 1,900.
Police kidnapped : 225
Police missing __ 6,866
‘ 8,991

Police heavy weapons captured 90
Police rifles ceptured 2, 300

In addition to physically contacting the guerrillas, the Natipnal
Police maintained agents in towns énd provinces suspected to be
harboring guerrillas. Pamphlets, guaranteeing safe condugi,were
distributed by hand and air in the same areas, to induce the enemy.
to surrenderoléu

In addition to guards at VHF stations, which were prime targets
for guerrilla raids; wire, booby—fraps and mines were extensively

* These figures probably included ny-passed enemw troops in
North Korea during late 1950,
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employed. Each rear ares. organiz;tion had en SOP which it followed
during a ‘guerrilla raid. Security platoons rode railroad trains.
FlatAc;r gondola cers, carrying machind guns and érews s were placed
on the front and rear of some traé.ns. Hospital trains had two :
gondolas in front, The first waséto explode an& mines on fhe
tracks, and the second carried machine gqns'and ci-ews. In this
manner, the guerrilla menace was iirtuall’y eliminated by the fall of

165 | ;
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CHAPTER FOUR

Sumary of the Efficacy of qumy Tectics

Enemy tactics were sound and ﬁell-exeouted. Contrary to the
popular conception of the enemy as."a soreaming horde,™ the NK
and CC Forces were well-coordinate@ fighting machines. Enemy attacks
showed considerable prior planning and good judgment for the most
part,

Reconnaissance of W position; was thorough and resulted in
many penetrations. The extensive use of guerrilla sectivity,
espeocially during the days of the PUSAN perimeter and the INCH(N
landing, alded the enemy's fighting machine. Tectios employed were
similer to Western tactiocs; especially, the old Patton adage of
"holding them by the nose and kickfng them in the pants." Envelop-
ments were widely used. It is believed that air superiority, fire-
power, and mobility of the UN Forces érovided the difference
betwsen the two forces.

Defensively, the enemy used the same tactics, on the whole,
as W Forces; namely, that of tradihg terrain in an effort to gain
time and inflict maximum losses on fhe opposition. After May 1951,
the enemy adhered to the principle Sf the main line of resistance,
and proved a stubborm, tenacious foe to dislodge. Massed artillery
fire end hand-to-hand assaults were necessary to clear the enemy
defensive pos.tionu.

Certain definite disadvantages to the enemy were noted in the
tacties he empléyed. Definite offensive indications were con-

spicuous before every attack. This;enabled IN Forces to prepars
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themselvés. Since.thé enemy attadiéﬁggllowed a definite pattern in
all cases, WN Forces were able to;?dke sppropriate defensive measures.

Another weakness noted in ene#y tactics was his inability to
~sustaiﬁ an offensivé, especially a% lower unit levels. This was:
causéd by the damag; inflicted onihis supply system by WN air end
artillery. Consequently, each ene;y soldier carried approximately
a week's supply of food, When'thi; was exhausted, the enemy
atté%E lost momentum and finally é;alled. Undoubtedly winter
weath;r hindered the resupply of eﬁemy rear installationse. ‘Thig
was due to the scarcity of natural camouflage and to the good flying
weather available to W aircraft.g

The ad&antage of the enemy's:superior manpower beceme 8
~disadvantage in the fgce of W fire superiority. Eﬁemy troops
became demoralized and confused; ;ﬁits‘were difficult to control
because of inadequate commmications; and logistical support was
difficult, The capture of many enemy troops suffering from old
wounds indicated that Communist medical support was limited.

All_iﬁ all, the Communist Fo{ce employed in Korea was &

capable opponent which employed sound basic principles of war.
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ANNEX A
TYPICAL RECONNAISSANCE FORMATIONS
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RECONNOITERING AN AREA

When reconnoitering an rrea, the squad leeder first selects the most prominent
terrain feature and sends three to four men to reconnoiter this spot. In the
sbove sketoh the assistent squad leader is sent with three men to Hill A, which
wags deemed the most importent. Upon erriving et Hill A and determining it to
be clear of enemy, a signael is sent to the squad lesder at X. In the event
enemy is encountered in vicinity of Eill A, one member reports this to the
squad lesder while the bslance of the group remains to continue observation.

If no enemy are discovered on or in close proximitv of Hill A, the squad leeder
dispeatches a three~-man teem to reconnoiter area C, while he himself proceeds
to area B with two men. The three groups sre riven a specific time sllotFment
in which to complete their reconnaiscance. Upon corrletion of the mission,
eech teem remeins in its respective sector to swait signel from the squad
leader to move to B, the point of rendezvous. Upon receipt of a signsl, either
visual or sudible, the two flank teams converge on the center by a route cloce

to the river benk.

After sastembling, the entire egqued returne to its parent

unit along the approach route.
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RECONNOITERING A MOUNTAIN

When reconnoitering e mountein, & squad size unit is normslly employed.
Upon reaching the foothill, two members of the pstrol teke up positions
80 as to observe along both sides of the mass. The remeinder of the
petrol gradually moves up the side in single file. Upon reeching a
point just below the center of the crest, they turn ninety degrees

and move in single file to the crest. If the mountein is clesr of
hoetile troops, a2 signel is made to the two men ported st the foot

to proceed to the top. If further reconmnaissance is needed,the patrol
ocontinuee on or returns to its perent unit using the route ‘of aprroech.
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NOT TO SCALE

MOUNTAINS

When moving through mounteins, to avoid defiles, & patrol ordinsrily splite
into two sections. Control of the split petrol rests with the }{;.uad eder
and Assistent Squed keeder, esch of whom leeds a column. Control is exer-
ciged between the files by e system of prearranged signals. If necessary
to move through & defile, a2 three-man point mey be sent fifteen to twenty-
five meters shead of the mein body. If the point receives fire from the
adjaeent hillsides, the main body eitl'x'q;-%;ushes through the defile or with-
draws, depending on the emount of Q'ro réck¥ved end the importanee of the

mission. & 147
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OPEN TERRAIN

THE ASSISTANT SQUAD LEADER PLACES

HIMSELF WITH EITHER FLANK COLUMN.
AT THE HEAD OR BRINGING UP THE REAR,

DEPENDING UPON THE SITUATION.
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;l__
3
ASST = -
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NOT TO SCALE
WOODED AREA

The formstion used when moving e pastrol through e wooded aree is 1;‘\ neerly
he den-

all aspects similar to thet employed when crossing open terrsin.
sity of the woods dictates the division of the pastrol into two or three
Control, slso derendent upon the density of the aree, consists

columns.
of whistle signels and lighted metch signals.
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ANNEX B
TYPICAL CCF SMALL UNIT FORMATIONS
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CCF SMALL UNIT FORMATIONS

A. SQUAD LEADERS LEFT TRIANGLE:

0
X (8QD LOR)

° 0 56- 64 PACES

4
Y

B. SQUAD LEADERS RIGHT TRIANGLE:
X (SQD LDR) 0

C. REAR TRIANGLE:

28-32 PACES
0 ot P 0

X (SaD LOR) o

g

0 o

LR

UNCLASSITIED o
Z5

] 56-64 PACES




O RIGHT STAIR TEAM.

— i —— — — — S— A tm— —— C— —— — — —

€. LEFT STAIR TEAM.

Q
o

X (30D LDR)O

o

7-8 PACES INTERVAL o

RIGHT TRIANGLE:
o

o
0 X (saD LOR}

o o

UNCLASSIFIED




UNCLASSIFIED

‘ :' }»’;‘ﬁ

I. FRONT TRIANGLE
o o

o
X (SQD LDR)

J. REAR TRIANGLE

o o o 0
X
0 (SQD LDR) °
o o
0

UNCLASSIFIES m_
- 152




UNCLASSIFIED

ARNEX C
PICTORIAL

. ::: UNCLASSIFIED




Overhesd cover on roint «of -y 1r-etion trench.
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Two personnel erelter: w -t o wrurcetions trench at CTR32268,
(N‘ap NJ 5?".3, hr'f@g, T PRI )
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Fersonnel shelter st Cu Rroo7 (' :tulq0, Korea, 1:250,
000.)
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Commupication trench with overhesd cover CSE939e3. (Map NJ
52-10, Kores, 1:250,000.)
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sppoes, (Mep NJ 52-10, Korea

Foxholes et bas: of hill et
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AW Bunker on top of rides at CSRFRG%5. (Vap NJ 52-10, Koreas,
1:250,000.)
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(A .
Fersonnal shelter on ridgs =t 35R7993, {(Nap NJ 52-10, Korea,
1:250,000.)
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Oblique aerial photograph showing elaborate antitsnk ditches (see
arrows) used by Commurict Forces in Korea. The hill mass “etween
the two roads was covered with many well-camcuflzged bunkers and
trenches,
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