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From: Commander Garrier Air Group SEVEN
To:  Commanding Officer, U.S,S. BON HOMME RICGHARD (CV-31)

Subj: Actlon Report of Air Group SEVEN from 21 June to 27 June 1952

Ref: (a) OpNav Instruction 3480.1
(b) CinePacFlt Ingtruction 3480, 1

®

1. In accordance with references (a) a.nd (b}, subject report is submitted
herewith for inelusion with the action report of the U.5.5. BON HOMME
- RICHARD for the same period.

G, B. BROWN
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The miszion of Air Group SEVEN is derived from Commander Task

Forcd 77 Secret Operations Order No, 22+51, As the embarked air

group of the U.S.S. BON HOMME RICHARD, GVG=7 took part in the com=
bined strikes against the hydro-electric complex of North Korea, and
conducted aerial interdiction against enemy lines of comunications
and gupply. Attacks were also made asainsi areas of troop and supply
concentrations, Photographic reconnaissance was flowm in pupport
of all operations, and cne weather reconnaisance mission was launch-
ed. No close air support missions were scheduled or flown,

PART TVQ
A, COMPOSITION OF CVG-
ALLOV & OPERATIONAL A/C PILOTS
UNIT IYPE _A/G 6/21 6/27 &2  6/27
VF-71 - {16}
FoF=2 16 16 25 25
VF-72 (16} _
© FOR-2 16 . 16 24 24
VP74, (16)
FLU-4 16 14 25 24
VA-T5 (16)
‘D=4 16 15 2§ 25
Vol (4) |
FLU-5N 4 4 5 5
Vo-12 (3) -
: AD=4W 3 3 6 é
VC-33 (4)
AD-4NL A A 7 7
(1)
AD-3Q 1 1
vo-61 (3)
FOF-2P 3 3 4 4
B, CLRONOLOGY
21 June 1952 - U.S.S. BON HOM.E RICHARD, with Carrier Air Group

SEVEN embarked, departed Fleet Activities Yokosuka at 06001 for
the Korean Combat Area, Fifty-nine refresher flighis were lawnched,

22 T 1952 = Refresher flights were cancelled due to weathier en
route to join iF-77. .

23 June 1952 - U.S,S. BON HOME RICHARD joined IF-77 at approximage-
1y 0500I. At 0700T a four plane jet CAP was launched. & heavy
strike schedule was to have been launched at 02001 against Fusen #1
and #2 and Kyosen #2 and #3 hydro-electric planis, but at 07401

the strike was postponed iwenty-four hours,

However, at 13001 a modified strike schedule was ordered as
part of a coordinated effort to knock out elecfric power plants
throughout North Korea, Planes from the U.5.S. PRINCETCH, U.8.8,
BOXER, U,S.S. PRILIPPINE SEA and the U, S.S. BON HOMME RICHARD
joined with several hundred Air Force planes to achieve maximum
degtruction of the asaigned targets.
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| COMMNDER G. B. BROWN. ang)’a%%[}!g‘)}mts, COMMANDER G, D.

FONVIELLE, Jr, (C.0. VE=74] with 8 $LU=/41s and LCOR 4, W, CURTIS

(C.0. VF272) with 11 Pofupls nit Kyosen #2 hydro-clectris plant

aboitt 30 tilés nerthopst of Hamhung, The transformer yard was severe=
iy damaged, and a large fire was started by a direct hit on a gas-
oline or oil storage tonk,

COMJANDER H, K, EVANS (C.0, VA-75) with 6 ipvg, ICDR D. V, SENFT
(6.0, VF-74) with & FAU~4!s and COMUANDER J. S. HILL (C.0. VF-71)
with 7 FOF-2!s hit Fuson #2 hydro-clectric plant west of Kyosen,

Tywo direct hits were mode on the generator building, ecaving tho roof
in and storting a fire. In addition, scvers damage wos dealt to

the tronsformer vard and surrounding buildings. This strike pui
Fuscn #2 permancntly out of commission,

No flak was cncountered at Kyosen #2, and only meager, inaccurato
flak at Fusce #2, However, onc 4D was badly damaged by flying con~
orote aftor o lead plone had hit the gonerator building. The newly-
installed ormor plate probably saved the pilet who landed safely
aboard.,

Twcnty CAP launches werc made during the dey, and a total of
47 offensive sortics.

24 Junoc 1952 - At 0800 both jets and pistons were launched to strike
the North Koreen hydro-electric complox once more. This time all
CVG~7 aircraft werc dirceted against Kyosen #4 plant, six milcs

iniand from Tanchon. Complete destruction of the cntire tarpet

arca was achicved, No flok was cucountcrod, probably duc o the

flak suppression runs made prior to the sirike by VE-74ts Corsairs,

Following tho strike on Kyosen #4, phote jets from VYC-61 Detachment

NAN covered the entire Kyoscn complex, '

In the afternoon, Skyraiders, Corsairs and Panthers struck
rail and bridges northcast end northwest of Hungnam, Four railroad
bridges were scverely damaged and fourteen rail cuts were accomplished,
Skyraiders and Corsairs hit a marshalling yard near Tonchon and  dam=
aged five boxcars that wero found thero, No flak was cncountorcd.

VC-561 (Det. NAN) obtained photographic coverage of the arca
and of radar installations ncar Wonsan,

Thirty-onc CAPS werc launched during the day, and four ASP,

25 June 1952 ~ Bad weatier prevented strike launches until 1230, -
Rowever, a total of 14 planes woro launchcd for CAP at 0800 and
0920, and a scven plane CLP vwas lounched in the afternoon,

A% 1230, Skyraiders, Corsairs and Panthers took off to attack
area targochs botween Wonson and the Bombline, The props droppod
their lozds on target from 4,000 feet saturating the area, and sov-
eral large fires wore started, The aroa had been roported to con-

- tain troop concentration and supply dumps, but it was not vossibla
to assess results duc to high altitude and the dense growth.

Before reaching the btarget, EHSIGN RONID D. EATOR, 543824/1325,
USNR, VF-74 was hit by flak, probably 37MM, at on eltitude of 8,000
foet. Ol pressure fluctuated, tacn dropped rapidly, and ENSIGN
EATON wasg foreced to bail out, The other three planes in the divis-

jon took over RESCAP, and succossfully protected ENSIGN EATON, who
appenred to have landed without injury, from surrounding cnemy
troops by strafing the area, Onc RESCLP plane wias hit in the port
wheel well by what appeared to be 371H, and proceeded fo K-18 whero
it was landed safely, This aircraft was flown back to the ship on
26 June, but was off loaded at Sascho due to demage to the main spar,
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JOC Korea was immediately advised, and sont F=-51's and a hellcopter
to take over rescue operations, ENSIGN EATON was suceceasfully picked
up, but the helicopter was shot down by small arms fire after it had
gone about 1% milos, The RESCAP later reported that enemy troops
were seen capturing several of the dovmod bersonnel,

Forty~four offensive sorties werc lawnched,

26 June 1952 = The BON HOMME RICHARD replenished at sea en route to
Sascho,

27 June 1952 = The Bon Homme Richard arrived at Sasebo at 08001,
and assumed ready carrier gtatus, .

PART THRRE - ORDNANGE

&, Commonts on Ordnance Equipment

The commen mal{unctioning of gume and bomb racks has boon great-
ly reduced by efficient, squadron ordnance maintenance, A few isolated
cases oceurred, which were casily and quickly corrected,

Specific items of intercst whieh are congidered worth mentione
ing arc as followss:

1. Grummo Jdrercft Enzincering Cornoration report number
3076~91 of / March 1951, {Change to Aero-144 hydravlic gun chargers),
This change ig highly rcecmmenged, Higher firing averages have re-
sulted since incorporation,

2. GV aircraft carriers should be equipped to serviece Aoro
54 Tire eontrol systems (FOF-2 aireraft). Test equipment and spare
parts should also be available,

3, It is believed that the prescnt bomb handling equipment
could bo improved through the uge of pneumatie tires on the bomb
carts, Soft tires would allow smaller bomb-handling crews on the
f1izht dock, due to the greator ease in crossing deck pennants and
barpier cables,

B. Ordnance Expenditures

Ordnance cxpended for the reriod 21 June 1952 through 27 June
1952 by type aircraft is listed below:

. FoF-2 JPAICIA AD
2004 11,298 - 4,510
50 eal, - 32,215 . -
250 Gp 106 110 65
500 GP - 30 2G
1000 GP - 30 108
2000 op - - 27
Inecndiary - 3z 56
Frapmentation - (YA 2066

PART FOUR ~ INBLIIGEHCE

A. Genopal

During the period covered by this recport the aip group Intelligence
Division functioned in a satisfactory manner in spito of the lack of
experience of all squadron and group Air Intelligence officers,

B, Intolligence Materialsg and Information

In certain cases, target photographs and flak information were
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not made available to the ship in.timé 6 bo wsed on the missions for
which they wors required, It ig Beldeved fﬁat gmall scale oblique
photographs of the coastlihes of Koroe wonld dssist now pilots in mak-
ing proper landfalls, :

C, Equipment

Adr Intelligence Officers, and other briefing officers, arc hand-
icapped by the, lack of a public address or amplifying system in the
roady rooms., When a large briefing is conducted in Ready Four, for
example, it is necessary to shout in order for porsomnel in the rear

of the room to bo heard,

Debriefing areas have been created by hhe installation of euriains
in the rear of the ready rooms, which helps to cut down on disturhing
nolses,

D. Rescue

It 1s desired that more information be made available onm Army,
Air Force and Merine rescuo facilities, doctrines, methods and cop=
abilities,

PART FIVE - BATTLE DALAGE

4, Agaeésment of Battlo Dumeee to tho Enemy

1. The following tabulation rcpresents a conservative estimate
of the damage inflictod on the enemy. Figures arc based on pilot
roports, and whenever possible have been confirmed by photographs,
Fhenover results were unobserved, wnassessed or probable, no destruct=
ion or damage has boon claimed,

Agssesament of Battle Damago to FEnemy

Curyent Period Entirc Tour

Target Destroyed - Damaged Destroyed Damaged

Kyozen #2 1 1
Kyosen #4

Pagen #2

Rail Cuts

Bridges

Troop conecntration
Supply dumps

Truck farm
Marshalling yardes

B, Battle Damage to CVG-7 Aireraft

Date Lype  BuNo,  Damage Cause
6/23/52 AD-4, 123934 D-3
6/25/52  FiU~, 81002 L

6/25/52  FiU-4 80893 D=2
6/25/52  AD-4 129006 D-3

C. Flak Damago Analysig

Combat operations of CVG-7 have been limited to three days. There-
fore, it is believed that no conerete conclusions can be drawm from
the flak damage encountered so far., The following tabulation repe
resents flak hits for the three day period. A differentiation betveen.
small arms (SA) and automatic weapons {AW) is made. The latter in-
cludes 50 cal,, 208, 37MM and 4OMM.
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Flek Damage Annlysis

FoE F4U AD Igkal D

1. Sorties 53 61 62 176

2, 4% hits 0 1 or more ¥ 1 2 ECLASS!FIFJ
3, A&W/100 sorties o] 1.6% 1.6% 1.1% -
4. BSA hits 0 2 0 2

5, B8A/100 sortiss 0 3.3% 0 1.1%

6, Total hits 0 3 1 A

7. Total hits/100 0 4.9% 1.6% 2.2%

g8, A/C lost 0 1 o 1

9. losscs/100 0 1.6% 0 .55%

% A/C lost in ecnemy territory. Belleved hit by 4, but not proven.

D. crational Damage to CVG-7 Aireraft

Date Squadron Afc Bullo, Causg Dgpage
6/24/52  Va-75. AD 1295005 Bomb D=2
. : drop *

* The suspenaion band on & 2,000 1b, boub broke during & cata=-
pault launch, allowing bomb to drag between deck and aircraft, severcly
damaging fusclage.

PART SI{ « OPER: [ICHS

4. Flichit Summa
The following sortiﬁs were conducted during the current operating

period:
por F4U  EALN 2D ADN AW Tota
Strike/Recco 53 61 59 3 176
CAP/RESCAP 69 2 -2 T3
Photo/Bgcort 8 : 8
NG Y]
Heckler 0
ASP/AEW 5 5
GALATOR 4 L
266
Sorties Scheduled 282
Sortios Flown 266 % 94,3
Hours Flomm 611.0
Days Flight Operations Seheduled 3
Lverape Hours Flight Day 203,7

B. Foreo Dispogition

Tno disposition of the earriers on the 2.5 cirele in a four carrior
formation cramped jot recoveries, particularly during light wind con-
ditions when the carriers wero searching for the wing line, It is
recommended that the carriers be placod on circles in accordance
with ATP-1,

C. Photo Regennaisgance

4 second photo plane assigned as photo oscort cannot he effective
as both an escort and a photo reconnaissance plane simultaneously. 4
is strongly recommended that a jot £ightor be assigned as photo cscort
with each photo plane regardless of the number of TARGAPS and other
friendly aircraft in the area.

D. ~Iraining

Continuing emphasis should be placed on low altitude navigation and
reconnaissance, utilizing 1:250,000 and 13500,000 seale charts, with
emphasis on p;npointing positions at any glven time,
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During the foup carrier operation, aireraft tactical calls were s )
assigned by event mimbér,. and all strike aireraft were on a cormeon DECLAS
strike frequency, It 1 recommended that the calls be assigned by
migsion Pather then By ovent and, whenever possible, that soparate :
strike missions al¥borne simultaneously use separate strike freq-
uencies:

While it is realized that the prescut call system is necessary for
ship and aircraft strike control, 1t is recommended that a more simpe-
lified system bo authorized for target tactical use., When aireraft of
only one Air Group dre involved, simplification could be achioved by
using Modex of aireraft along with the call of the parent ship, For
RESCAP aireraft working with JOC Korea thesc calls seem to be most
important, and give morc information than pregent strike ealls,

¥, Coordination

Un strike missions made'ﬁp of plancs from two or more carriors,
it is recommended that a strike coordinator be designated.

It is rccommondod that Air Groups be given information pertaining
to the systems of rendezvous and recovery that are being used, Thig
information is particularly important whon three or more carricrs are
Involved,

PART SEVEN ~ COMPOSITE SQUADRON DETACHVENTS

A, Anti-Submarine Patrol - AD-JW

For maximum 360 degree scarch coverage, the AD=AW should be flovm
at a speed of 160 knots, At this spood the designed two degree down-
ward tilt of the maximum power lobe is constant through 360 dogrees,
and & snorkel can be detected at maximum range, which is about forty

miles., Flights in excess of five hours are possible at an indisated
air speec of 120 imots, but at this speed radar coverage is roduced

to 2 very low proportion, At 160 kmots the AD=AW san maintain a threec
hour schedule,

The search patfern and altitude, which depend. on such factors

a3 sca state and wind, which affect the radar presentation, can be
deternined only after becoming airborne. Conssquently the search
altitude and pattern should be determined by the pilet after an
analysis of the contributory factors, Duc to the lack of antemma
stabilization, slight turns made by the aireraft blank. out the radar
presentation during the turns, Iherefore, when possible, turns

should be made at the discretion of the operator, and positive
control of the aireraft by the controlling ships should be limited

to those periods when the pilot so requests,

B, MNight Attack =~ AD-4N

On the afternoon of 25 Junc 1952, Lir Group SIVEN was assigned
an area target soutimost of Wonsan that consisted of possible storage,
truck parking and troop bivouac. A positive geogrephic fix over the
coast could not be made due to overcast and considerable tine was
spent in locating the target under marginal weather conditions, It
is recommended that under such adverse weather conditions an AD=ZN
be sent with the gtrike group to provide rodar navigation information,
This aireraft could remain at sufficiont altitude to be out of range
of enermy fire during the attack,

In addition, the electronic equipment of the AD-AN is capable of
giving a distinet indication when aireraft of the flight have been
"locked on" and are being tracked by enemy fire control radar. Timely
roports of such instances to the stirike leader would have ohvious
advantages to the safety of our aircraft,
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Maintenance of propoller driveQ EEcLaArtSESu!-EI'gEQ period was
routineg, . : :

The long period of inactivity of aireraft, from 4 Juno to 20
June, caused excessive hydraulic leaks in POF=2's, Yith the hydro-
lube fluid presently used in the hydraulie system, numerous O-ring
seal failures gecur after several dsys of inactivity, :

Fucl pumps are a continuing source of trouble in F9F-2 nireraft,
and it is urgod that JP-45 pumps bo made available at the earliest
pogsible date, :

It wos found that the now type FOF wing jury-strut does not pre-
vent damge o wings and wing folding ewylinders during high winds and
rough seas. This jury strut will not provent upward travel of the wing
whon in the folded position, While this strut is much nore easily
installed and removed thon the old type, it is considered unsatisfact-

ory because it will not prevent wing travel in an upward dircction.

Scveral FOF=2 wing folding hydraulic cylinder failures ocourred,.

It is understood that new production FOF aireraft are being fitted
with an improved cylinder, but that no back fitting preogram is con=
templated, It is rocommended that all FOP-2 be equipped with the latest
type wing folding hydranlic cylindors.

Maintenance has been handieapped to some extent by a lack of
certain itoms of the Section "G" allowance list, specifieally, tost
equipment for the capacifance type fuel quaniity geage and an oxygen
regulator test stand,

Ships baing sent formard should be provided with a full Section
"GY allowance.

PART HINE - SURVIVALL

Pilots! survival equipment such as PSK-1, C-1 vest and first aid
kits, should be issucd after embarkation on west coast. This would
cmable cach »ilot to get his equipment arranged to his persomal sate
isfaction and get aceustomed to wearing it during <he period of train-
ing in the Howalian area,

The prescnt flying sults are considered inadcquate for this type
of copbat operation, There is a nced for pilots to carry consider-
able survival equipmont, Thereforc, suits should be made to provide
for thesc artielos., It is bolicved that a two Piece suit would prove
to be more practiczl for use by dovmed pilots in cnemy held territoxy,

It is recommended that two types of ADSK~1 droppable survival

kits be provided = one for sumner, and onc for winter use, The

kits issued were modificd by CVG-7 for swmer use by removing the
heavy winter flight geor and replacing it with sumcr weight Marine
fatigues, The additional space in the container was used o provide
extra food and water. Contents of the kit vere placed in a canvas
container and then placed in the motal bomb, which permits quick re-
moval and ease of transportation in addition to eliminating the weight
of the can,

Only about half of the required CRG-7 radios are on hand or
available, It is dasired to-place a CRC~7 radio in each parachute
life raft kit and one in ecach ADSK-l droppable kit, Pilots that land-
ed at K-18 saw U,5, Air Force pilotis with two-piece emergency radios
that were designed to be carried in a G-1 or similar vest, This
procedure appears to ho highly desirable, ag the pilot of Adr Group
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SIVEN that bailed out bver enemy held territory had to abanden all of
hia equipment that was not secured e his person, immediately upon
landing, in ordor to avoid enemy troops that wero in the irmcdinte

- vieinity, Therefore, the CRC-7 radio which had boen stowed in the
parachute life raft kit was not available %o him,

In order %o 2void dropping the ADSK-1 kit in on unarmed condite
don, positive arming is provided by attaching the arming wire to the
alrcraft strueturse, Arming could be move expaditiously accomplished,
and with less possibility of being overlocked, if a spring clip were
provided on the end of tho arming wire,

PART TEN - EIZCTRONICS

Lack of bench test installations has seriously handicapped maint-
enence of certain airborne electronic equipment, Speeific items
for which complete test equipment is not available include AN/8PS-3],
and AN/ARR=27, Continuous effort hes been made sinee the Air Group
arrived in San Diego to obtain this equipment with no success, It is
expected that all AN/APS-31 and AN/ARR-27 equipment will be inoperative
within next six weeka unless adequate test equipment is made available,

The syrstem that requires carriers returning to CONUS to turn in
electronic supplies for issue to ships remaining in forward area should
solve many problems, However, no direect results have been observed to
date. It is hoped that many electronics supply items will be forth-
coming when the ship next arrives at Yokosuka,
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