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From: Commanding Officer
To: Chief of Naval Operations §

Viag 21; Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN ! 2 -
2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet .
(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far Bast C .
(L) commander in chief, U.8, Pacific Fleet Oul2894%

Subj: Action Report for the period of 28 October 1952 through 22 November
1952

Ref: (a) OPNAV Instruction 3L480.L
Encl: (1) CVG 102 Action Report 28 October 1952 through 22 November 195%P,51<>

l, In accordance with reference (a; the Action Report for the period of 28
October 1952 through 22 November 1952 is hereby submitted.

PART I
COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MISSION

The U.S.S. ORISKANY (CVA-34), with carrier Air Group 102 embarked, sortied
from Yokosuka Harbor as a unit of Task Force 70, under SECRET orders, in com=-

pany with the U.5.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33), the U.S.S. TOLEDO (CA-133) and screen-
ing units at 13241 on 28 October 1952. (Commander Task Force 70 and Commander
Carrier pivision FIVE RADM R, F. HICKEY, USN, embarked in the U.S.S. KEARSARGE
(CVA-33). At 0200I 31 October 1952 Task Force 70 was dissolved and the same
units formed Task Element 77,01,

At 20351 31 October 1952 Task Element 77,01 was dissolved and the units
Jjoined Task Force 77, Commander Task Force 77 and Commander Carrier Division
ONE, RADM H. E. REGAN, USN embarked in the U,S.S, BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31).
Other ships in company were the U,S.S, MISSOURI (BB-63), with Commander
SEVENTH Fleet, VADM J. J. CLARK, USN embarked; the U.5.S. TOLEDO (CA-133) and
screening destroyers. On 1 November 1952 Commander Carrier Division FIVE
assumed duties as Commander Task Force 77 aboard the U,S.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33);
the U,S.S. BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-3l) with Commander Carrier Division ONE
embarked, departed from the Task Force, The ship departed area SUGAR for
Yokosuka on 19 November 1952, arriving 22 November 1952,

puring the period in the forward area operations were conducted in ac-
cordance with Commander Task Force 77 Operation Order 2-52, The mission"
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of the Force, in support of the United Nations conflict with North Korea, was
.- close air support to front line ground forces, interdietion of enemy movements
and resupply over Northeast Korean suppi{ lipes and storage areas, destruction

of enemy troops, and air support of Naval gunfire,
PART I
CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF EVENTS
28 OCTOBER 1952

Sortied from Yokosuka Harbor at 132LI in company with the U.S.S. KEARSARGE
(CVA-33), the U.S.S. TOLEDO (CA-133) and accompanying destroyer Screen, RADM
R. F. HICKEY, USN CTF 70 and COMCARDIV 5 embarked aboard the U.S.S. KEARSARGE.

29 OCTOEER 1952

In company with Task Force 70 enroute to the Korean operating area,
conducted AA firing exercises. At 2330, the U,S,.S. MISSOURI (BB~63) and
accompanying destroyer screen joined Task Force 70, VADM J. J. CLARK, USN,
COM7THFLT embarked in the U,S.S. MISSOURI.

30 OCTOBER 1952

In company with Task Force 70 enroute to the Korean operating‘area.
Conducted flight operations. Launched Ll sorties consisting of ASP patrols,
jet reconnaissance and photo reconnaissance flights.

31 OCTOBER 1952

In company with Task Force 70 enroute to the Korean operating area, At
0200 Task Force 70 was dissolved and Task Element 77.01 was formed consisting
of the same ships formerly in Task Force 70, At 2035I Task Element 70,01
was dissolved and units joined Task Force 77 consisting of the U,S,S. BON

HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31) with RADM R, E. REGAN, USN, CTF 77 and COMCARDIV 1 :
embarked, the U.S.S. TOLEDO (CA-133) and screening destroyers with COMDESDIV

12 de51gnated as the screen commander,

1 NOVEMBER 1952

COMCARDIV 5, RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN assumed duties as CTF 77. CIF 77
cancelled fllght operations due to’ inclement weather and high sease

2 NOVEMBER 1952

conducted combat flight operations,
3 NOVEMBER 1952

Replenished ammunition from the U.S.S5. CHARA; dry stores and provisions
from the U.S.S. GRAFFIAS; and NSFO and aviation gaspline from the U.S.S.
CALIENTE. Conducted AA firing exercises,




Ly NOVEMBER 1952

Conducted combat flight operations, Conducted AA firing exercises, ENS

A, L. RIKER, USNR, VA 923, was shot down while on a strike in the Wonsan area,
Although he was seen to parachute from his plane, rescue operations were hindered

due to heavy As fire and ENS RIKER is listed as missing in action,
5 NOVEMBER 1952

Conducted combat flight operations, Conducted AA firing exercises, A
flight deck crewman, John May GUILDHORN AA, USN, was fatally injured when he
fell and was crushed beneath an aircraft being towed by a tractor,

6 NOVEMBER 1952

Conducted combat flight operationse
7 NOVEMBER 1952

Replenished ammunition from the U.S.S, CHARA and NSFO and aviation gasoline
from the U.S.S. TALUGA. Conducted AA firing exercises,

8 NOVEMBER 1952

conducted combat flight operations, Conducted AA firing exercises,

9 NOVEMBER 1952

conducted combat flight operationse. Poor weather restricted afternoon
flights, Conducted AA firing exercises,

10 NOVEMBER 1952

Conducted combat flight operations. (Conducted AA firing exercises,

11 NOVEMBER 1952

Replenished ammunition from the U.S.S. PARICUTIN and NSFO and aviation
gasoline from the U,S.S. CIMARRON.

12 NOVEMBER 1952

Flight dperations were cancelled due to inclement weather and high seas,

13 NOVEMEER 1952

Flight operations were cancelled due to inclement weather and high seas,

1l NOVEMBER 1952

Flight operations were cancelled due to inclement weather,
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15 NOVEMBER 1952

Afternoon flight operations were restricted and evening flights were can-
celled cue to weather. LT G. A. GAUDETTE, USNR, VA 923 failed to return from
a comba', mission. His plane was seen to spin into a mountain side. Since
no parachute was seen, he is presumed to be dead. LT D. I. KINNEY, USNR, VC 61
detachmeat GEORGE, successfully parachuted in the vicinity of K-18 and was
recovered uninjured,

16 NOVEMBER 1952

Conducted combat flight operations. Conducted AA firing exercises,
7 NOVEMBER 1952

Conducted combat flight operations. Evening operations were cancelled
due to poor weather,

18 NOVEMBER 1952

gonduvcted combat flight operations. At approximately 1340I, CIC re-
ported tegiss at B2 miles, Task Force 77 CAP consisted of 8 ORISKANY F9F-5's.
One ¢ivisioun of this CAP was vectored to remain between the bogies and the
Force. A% about 60 miles the bogies were identified as seven (7) MIG type
aircraft, The MIG's broke for attack and opened fire on the CAPe. In the
resulting melee, two MIG's were shot down and two were badly damageds One
MIG pilot was observed bailing out. The second division of CAP was not
engaged, One F9F-5 received a hit in the fuselage forward of the tail section,
LT E. R. WILLIAMS, USNR and LTJG J. D. MIDDLETON, USN, both of VF 781, were
each credited with the destruction of one MIG. LTJG D, M. ROWL4NDS, USNR, was
credited with severely damaging one MIG,

19 NOVEMBER 1952

Replenished dry stores and provisions from the ¥.3.S. GRAFFIAS; aviation
and electronic stores from the U.S.S. CHOURRE; ammurition from the U.S5.S.
PARICUTTIN; and NSFO and aviation gasoline from the U.S,S5., CIMARRON. Upon
completion of replenishment CTF 77 detached the U,S5.S5. ORISKANY and directed
it to proceed to Yokosuka for upkeeps ‘

20 NOVEMBER 1952

Enroute Yokosuka, Japan.

21 NOVEMBER 1952

Enroute Yokosuka, Japan,

22 NOVEMBER 1952

Arrived Yokosuka, End of reporting period.
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PART ITI
ORDNANCE MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT

...

l. Expenditure of air ordnance (see enclosure (1)).
2. Expenditure of ship's ordnance for training.
a. During employment with CTF 70
(1) Service Types
51/38 AAC Proj. 1L
51/38 Non-flashless carte 1L

(2) Training Type
31/50 FCL (VT) NF Non-flashless 76

b. During employment with CTF 77

(1) service Types

51/38 AAC Proj. 63
51/38 FCL (VT) Proj. 30
51/38 Non-flashless cart. - 93
31/ FCL (VT Non-flashless 56l

(2) Training Types
31/50 FCL (VT) NF Non-flashless Lk

3. Performance was considered normal and satisfactory with the exception of
three instances in which 3%/50 NF steel cases were not ejected after firing.
The ejector lips have in each instance remained undamaged while bending and
parting those portions of the case fuse which they engage. The case walls
show light scoring which may or may not have been made after firing. at
present it is believed that heat of firing causes binding through either ex-
pansion or the binding of similar metals, - A more comprehensive report will
be made through normal channels after further research and evaluation.

PART IV
BATTLE DAMAGE

1. Ship. No battle damage was sustained by the ORISKANY during the current
period,

2. Damage inflicted on the enemy (See enclosure (1)),

3. Damage inflicted on ORISKANY aircraft (see enclosure (1)).

e 5
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PART V
PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES

l. Performance,
a, Personnel,

During the period of this report morale and personnel performance
has been excellent despite the fact that approximately forty-nine (L9) en-
listed personnel are berthed on cots and living out of seabags. U,S.S.
ORISKANY letter serial 2282 of 13 November 1952 to COMAIRPAC covers this prob-
lem and requests installation of additional bunks and lockers., During this
period the average on board count was 2768:; 2052 ship's company; 61 marines;
17 SWU team and 638 CVG 102,

Critical shortages exist in the following rates: ET, FC, MM, and AA/AN,
U.S.S. ORISKANY CONFIDENTIAL letter serial 0207 of November to COMAIRPAC
covers the shortage of ET ratings.

Despite the critical shortage in some rates, berthing on cots of per-
sonnel, lack of movies during operating periods, and irregular intervals of

mail deYivery, the overall general performance and morale of all hands is
still at a very high level,

be Training.

Training for the period as covered by this report consisted of the
following: :
Enrolled 6 Officer Correspondence Courses
Enrolled 123 Enlisted Correspondence Courses
Enrolled 3 USAFI College Extension Courses
Enrolled 42 USAFI Correspondence Courses
22 USAFI GED Examinations taken

12 USAFI GED Examinations requested
Ordered 2 USAFI end of course examinations

165 classroom hours held by divisions
509 Students attending classes (Classes are held 6
days per week)

Ce Le gal-

lLegal activity for the period covered by this report declined con-
siderably, The total number of mast cases, courts-martial, and sundry legal
assistance matters processed is estimated to have decreased to less than 60
per cent of normal,

ds Welfare and Recreation,

Bingo equipment has been procured for regularly scheduled bingo parties
in the various crew!s messing compartments, Chief Petty Officerst' Mess, War-
rant Officers! Mess and Ward Rooms Happy hours are conducted on replenishing

AR 6
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days, making use of the ship's band and talent from ship's company and Air
Groups Occasionally the band plays in the Ward Room.

The Hobby Shop is open daily for use by all hands, It carries a wide
variety of crafts, leathercraft, model planes, ships, sail boats; wagons,
autos, etce

The shipts library is open daily from 0830 to 2130 for use by all hands.
es Religious Services.,

Catholic services are held daily. Three (3) Masses are said on Sun-
days followed by Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. Special daily prayers
are said for the safety of our pilots.

Protestant Divine Services are conducted on Sunday mornings and regue
larly as operation schedule permits. Vesper services and Bible Class meets
on Wednesday evenings.

Jewish Services are conducted on Friday evenings and on,special days of
religious significance on the Jewish Calendar,

fo Public Information Office,

Activities of the Publie Information office were as follows:

Twenty daily press releases,

210 individual hometown releases, )

Four reels of tape recordings and hometown releases consisting

of LL recordings,

a broadcast each evening of the day's combat events over the
radio or public address system, (This daily event has proven
very popular. The Assistant AIO prepares the script and presents
the information as news commentator,)

Publication of the daily press sheet known as the HERKIMER HERALD
and of the ship's paper, THE PATRIOT (bi-monthly)

2« QCasualties,

a, Shipt*s Company.

The following casualties were incurred by U.S5.S. ORISKANY personnel:

(1) On 5 November 1952 Airman John Max GULDHORN was killed as a result
of an accident involving a towed aircraft, He was walking between the tow
bars of a tractor towing an FLU-S. When he jumped over the tow bars he slipped
and fell under the right wheel of the aireraft. The aireraft stopped on his
midsection and caused extreme crushing of the abdomen and chests His death
followed approximately 7 minutes after the accident. Cause of death was listed
as "Injuries Multiple Extreme Number 8651,

AN 7
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(2) On 10 November 1952, MMl Edward Hefrrick TOWNSEND died. Cause
of death was listed as "Thrombosis Coronary Artery Number 7L02.¢

be. Air Group 102. (sece enclosure (1))

PART VI
COMMENTS

1, Engineering Department,
a., (asualties,
(1) No major damage sustained from any cause,

(2) The following minor damage was sustained during routine operatians:

Date Description gause
1171752 Minor deflection of Port side Gasoline Filling Heavy Seas,
Platform,
11/1/52 plastic Fire Clay dislodged approximately 360 degree rotation of
L} feet along water screen header, superheater soot blower, due to
side #6 Boiler., : sheared stop pin, caused

condensed moisture to
strike fire clay.

11/3/52 Superficial smoke and fire damage to Class "A" Fire,

Squadron Locker #2.
be Recommendations. d

(1) None,
Ce Steaming Data,

Dates

Engine Miles Steamed - 80L5.8 miles, 28 Oct - 19 Nov 1952
Fuel 0il Received - 1,336,938 gals, 28 pct - 19 Nov 1952
Fuel 0il Delivered DD's - L35,498 gals. 28 pet - 19 Nov 1952
Fuel 0il Consumed (underway) - 1,327,135 gals. 28 Oct - 19 Nov 1952
Fuel 0il Consumed (anchored) - O, 28 0ct - 19 Nov 1952
Average Speed - 15.6 Knots, 28 Oct - 19 Nov 1952
Hours Underway - 51L,7 Hours, 28 Oct - 19 Nov 1952

de Fueling,

During the period 28 October to 19 November 1952, the U.S.S. ORISKANY
fueled Destroyers 9 times at an average rate of 102,500 gallons per houre The

UeS.S, ORISKANY refueled from tankers 3 times during this perjiod at an average
rate of 186,000 gallons per hour.

A 8
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2, Medical peprrtment

2+ The medi.cal department supplies and equipment were adequates, No
significant supply shortage or equipment breakdown occurred during the ree
porting period, It is noted, however, that the procurement of certain items
of supplies and equipment in excess of allowance or items not listed in the

allowance is necessary and greatly increases the operating efficiency of the
department, ;

be The medical department personnel allowance of 25 men is considered
to be adequate, 1At the present time there are 19 hospital corpsmen and three
strikers on board; and, .although the mission can be adequately carried out

during normal operations, it is felt that should a major casualty incident occur
this number would be inadequate.

' Ce Medical evaluaﬁion bf Alr group and Ship's Company.

(1) For the twenty~-two days of this operating period the general

morale and physical well being of both the Air Group and Ship!'s Company was
excellent, Minor anxieties, noted as the ship approached the line, disappeared

after the second or third day of actual operations, It is felt that the real-
ization that the ship was finally carrying out the mission to which it had
been assigned in a more than satisfactory manner meant a great deal to the
overall morale of the ship., Speculation as to what might have happened had .

the period of actual operations been longer, or losses to the enemy greater,
is felt to be entirely unwarranted at this time, There was no detectable

loss of resistance to disease; the incidence of personnel on the sick list
was not increased; no increase in tenseness was noticed; and the number of
minor injuries was unchanged.,

2) In general, whatever the effect of a longer period on the line
"mey be, it is not felt that a three week period is too long. Personnel

have readily responded to the demands made upon them in a more than adequate
manner, The increase in the working day, the increased hardships of colder
weather, irregular eating and sleeping conditions have seemed to increase -
morale and give personnel a pride in being a "can do" outfit rather than

having a deleterious effect. In conclusion it is the opinion of this Medical
Officer that the ship is a better ship for having had twenty-two days in a

forward area,

de Medical Department Statistical Summary of Air Group and Ship's Company,

21 ‘Admitted to sick list, ' 190
2; Admitted to Binnicle List, 15
(3) percent sick days out of possible 67,232 work days, 30%
(L) officers admitted to sick list.. 10
(5) Total visits to sick call, 1161
(6) patients received from other ships, ’ 1
E?; Patients transferred to hospital. ~ 0

8) Minor injuries treated, : o 20
(9) Major injuries treated, ' 1
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(10) Number shipboard injuries resulting in death, 1
(11) ‘Number personnel died of disease, . - 1
12) Minor surgical procedures, - 25
213; Major surgical procedures, , 3
(L) venereal disease cases and non-specific urethritis, 58
(a) Gonorrhea, . - 7
(b} Chancroid. : 1
(¢) Non-specific urethritis following sexual exposure 37

es Medical Statistical Summary of Air Group Pilots and Crewmen,

(1) Planes lost, enemy action, pilot killed not recovered.
Planes lost, operational, pilot not recovered.

Planes lost, vperational, pilot recovered, minor injuries,
Planes lost, operational, pilot recovered uninjured,

Planes lost, operational, crewman recovered uninjurede
Planes damaged, enemy action, crewman injured,

Planes damaged, enemy action, pilot injured.

Pilots temporarily grounded for medical reasons.

) Pilots permanently grounded pending medical evaluation.
(10) Average number days pilots grounded,

(11) Crewmen grounded for medical reasons,

O
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3. Air Intelligence.

The Air Intelligence Section prior to departure from the West Coast lost
the majority of its force due to transfers. One officer and a PNSN consti-

tuted the Air Intelligence organization, Two intelligence officers reported
aboard at Yokosuka, one assigned by COMAIRPAC and one who had been sent to the

Air Intelligence School at COMFAIRALAMEDA from the ship. Since the officers
‘and men were not available for duty wntil the ORISKANY arrived at Yokosuka,
- little operational experience for the entire organization was possible,

. COMNAVFE sent an officer on TAD orders to the ORISKANY prior to departure
from Yokosuka for the purpose of lecturing cn Escape and Evasion doctrines

and procedures. This system seemed more advisable than lecturing in port.

~ Upon arrival on the line an Air Intelligence officer from the BON
HOMME RICHARD reported aboard to assist in briefings and to pass out the
latest intelligence information. This was considered of inestimable value
and should be continued for all reporting carriers,

Although emphasis is still placed on interdiction operations, considerable
effort is now being placed on Close Air Support by the carrier based planes,

It is recommended that the Photo Interpreters work in an office as close
to the ship's Air Intelligence office as possible, but not in the Air Intel-
ligence office. _ ;

AnGmnn— 10 I e
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Since Photo Interpretation is a new function on board, the ORISKANY
personnel have been temporarily assigned working space in the shipts Alr
Intelligence office. Work accomplished during this period included Target
Searches, Route Surveillance and Touraids, ‘

Since many of the pilots are somewhat inexperienced in using aerial

photography, it was considered necessary to supplement all photography with
graphic aids. Target Folders, composed of orientation maps and pin-pointed

photographs, were distributed to each pilot. Although this practice will
improve the effectiveness of air strikes, the nature of this work in itself
proved to be a hardship because of the critically inadequate working space.

ke Photography.

There is a total of nineteen men assigned to the Photo Lab. A night crew
of six men was used to complete all printing so that photographs were available
for pilot briefing the following day. Air Group personnel processed gun camera
film and maintained gun cameras installed in aircraft, Due to lack of experience
in processing and printing of aerial film by laboratory peérsonnel, a itraining
program was put in effect and speed and efficienecy in production increased
throughout the operating period.

A total of 2896 usable 9x9 inch and 7585 usable 9x18 inch prints were
made during the period. From 7L 8x10 inch megatives of plot charts, over-
lays and target pinpoint photographs, 902 8x10 inch prints were made.
Seven thousand feet of gun camera film were processed.

The Norse B5 developing outfit now in use will not hold a full roll
of 9%"x390' aerial film, making it necessary %o cut the film and use two
reels for developing. It was found that the cover for the ABB aerial film
magazine cracked very easily if not handled with extreme .care in installation
and stowage. This is due to the material used in the construction of the
cover, R ‘ '

It is recommended that aerial film deve
capacity and printing paper in LOO foot
foot rolls, be made available to all unit:
magazines, h

5. Communications.

communications during this period was considered -highly satisfactory. .
The ship manned 22 different frequencies; excluding those of the AN/ARCl. Elevén:
circuits were manned in Main Radio necessitating a two section watch making
it mandatory to place unqualified strikers on some circuits, However, this
procedure provided valuable training, and nc adverse conditions developed
from this practice.

r n




—— e DECLASSIFIED

Circuit T6 proved very effective in delivering high precedence traffic;
however, the circuit was frequently inoperable due to unknown shipts failing i
to turn off their transmitters thereby leaving a continuous carrier wave :
on the air, It is recommended that only large ships guard this circuits : '
Destroyers should find circuit Gl-3¢ adequate for their traffic. 1

Reception on circuit B32 was generally good but often deteriorated from
midnight to C€0NI. T% is recommended that messages be repeated at least two
hours after iritial transmiscion instead of immediately afterwards. This
practice would provide differ=nt reception conditions with more chance of '
receiving a cl:ar signal. :

it -

Aows

The operailions of the Primary and Secondary Tactical circuits was
considered highly satisfactory. This ship employed two separate *‘ransmitters
and receivers on these circuits thereby insuring against any fadeout sectors,
Recommend that all chips able to do so employ this system of a back up re-
ceiver on theez circuits.

It is felt that the tendency of using precedences of M"OP" and won
indiscriminately is a policy that could lead to a major weakness in the
Force Comrunication Iirkage. A better part of the traffic bearing such
precedence corsists of summaries of past action and other unrelated matters,
which of itseif does not warrant such urgency. As operations now stand,
taking particular rote of the general inexperience of Communication Office
personnel ard the cryotographic facilities of the various units, an urgent
dispatch dzaling with an on-the-spot tactical situation might easily be
overlocked Tor twenty to thirty minutes while that time is spent decoding an
in*telliigence summary of a preceding day., Subject to the above comments the
foliowing recommencaticns are submi®ted:

a. Recomm:nd commands review current instructions defining the ceorrect
use of nrecaedsncs,

Do pesigaate a separate circuit for traffic pertaining to tactical
situatiore and cthrer urgent meiters only.
The following svatisties are indicative of the communication aspects
of the operations
MESSAGES HANDLED IN MAIN RADIO

Transnitted on T6 967
Received on T6 314
Relayed on various circuits other than T6 769
Cutgoing from ship 510
Received on B3? 5,161
Received on George Fox 4,397
Total Messages Handled 1L,118
Messages either from or addressed to U,S.S. ORISKANY (included in
above count) 2,147
Total Classified Messages (58,333 groups) 384

A—— 12
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Messages handlad by Signal Bridge ' 377

The above total does not include approximately 200 BTts handled during replen-
ishments. Of the 377 total, 77 (1147 groups) were by Nancy. _

The following statistics of Postal Activities are considered to be of
general interest:

1602 Money Orders issued $69,L6L434

Stamps sold $ 5,000,00

Registered mail received 183 pieces

Registered mail dispatched ‘ 12 pieces

Airmail dispatched 20 sacks (Approx 66,000
: letters)

Airmail received L6 sacks

Air parcel dispatched - 2 sacks (approx 65 parcels)

First Class received 5 sacks

First Class dispatched ' 7 sacks

Parcel Post received . 11l sacks

Parcel Post dispatched 76 sacks

Insured mail dispatched 105 pieces

Insured mail received : : 123 pieces

The only difficulty encountered in Postal operations was the shortage of
stamps in this area., The delay in obtaining stamp stock from Post Qffice,
New York almost imposed a curtailment of Parcel Post leaving the ship. It
is recommended that the Fleet pPost Office in this area provide stamp stock
to ships,

@. Combat, Information center.

Operating procedures, During the period of this report CIC has been as-
signed the control of CAP, strike, and ASP on a rotational basis. Watch
stations, layout of display and status boards, and techniques previously eme
ployed had to be revised considerably to adapt them to the demands peculiar

" to the type of operations experienced, Since none of the CIC Personnel of
this ship had previous experience with TF-77 operations, the CIC officer and
an Air Controller spent 10 days TAD aboard the PRINCETON and KEARSARGE prior

- to the ORISKANY'!s arrival in Japan. This plan of indoctrination is believed
to be extremely beneficial and is highly recommended when the CIC team pos-
sesses little or no experience with TF-77 operations,

Strike .control is practically impossible without the identification
features of MK-10 IFF. On one occassion this ship was forced to relinquish
strike control because of a temporarily inoperative MK-10 systems In
most instances MK-10 is employed as a beacon, or, in reality, an additional

radar system to locate and identify friendlies rather than to distinguish
between friendly and bogey. Presentation in CIC was available to only one

VK repeater and to one SX console, Additional presentation was urgently
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needed and this need has been temporarily solved by piping the SPS-6B and
MK-10 video thrcugh an unused position in the radar switchboard, Now any

repeater can pr«vide the MK-10 presentation as selected by the central control

box on the SX ccnsole as originally instelled,

Equipment psrformance.' Radar performance has bsen generally good. Single

B=29 type aircr:ft have repeatedly been detected at ranges in excess of 100
miles and an 8 plane flight of jets detected approaching at 85 miles. Al-"

though the heiglt information of the SX is not reliable at ranges greater than

45-50 miles, on one occassion accurate altitude determination was established

on a flight of 7 MIG-15 type aircraft at nearly zero target angle at a range
of 65 miles. The main difficulty experienced operaticnally with the SPS-6B
has been excessive side lobing which magks a wide band of scope presentation
throughout nearly 360° at ranges of LO miles or less from land masses,

The RCK receivers have proven toc be quite limited in range unless
silencer circuits are almost completely cut out. However, with silencer cire
cuits cut out, the constant noise level of the receiver very nearly cancels
out the advantage of slightly increased range. The AN/ARC-1 receivers have

been more satisfactory than the RCK's, @ood results have been obtained by
using both an AN/ARC-1 and an RCK/TDQ simultaneously through the RCA Com-
munication Console, This arrangement allows the advantage of long trans-
mitter range of the TDQ and the best available receiver range of the AN/ARC.
This arrangement, however, is only a temporary expedient since use of remote
radio stations as selected through the console is lost for other purposes,

It is planned to install headset jack boxes at key controller positions to
allow transmitting on a TDQ through the normal sub-console units and receiving
the AN/ARC through the Jack. Excessive cross-talk and feed over on many of
‘the VHF circuits has complicated air control problems, but they have been
somewhat reduced by selection of widely separated antennae,

7. Gunnery Department

Copies of the ORISKANY's rearming plan, prepared on the basis of previcus.
operational experience of PRINCETON and KEARSARGE, and obtained by ORISKANY's
Advance Liaison Team have been forwarded to all interested commands, This
plan has been used in four rearming operations, and on the basis of this
limited experience it appears to be the most suitable for this ship, The _
mbottlenecky factor is the fragility of ORISKANY's electro-hydraulic winches,
which equipment is presently under study by BUSHIPS., When these winches are
operating properly the rate in loads-per-minute is optimum, but the capacity
in pounds per load could be increased with no attendant overburdening in other
phases,

8. Air Department

2. Personnel, ‘nuring this period the personnel complement of the Air
Department was as follows:
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Flight Deck

. iamn .
Hangar Deck | ;']i DECLASS[ F ’ ED

Ccatapult & Arresting Gear

Maintenance 74
Gasoline & Ordnance 1hko
TOTAL LS8

Although all schedules and requirements were met during this operating
periocd, shortages of personnel were particularly felt in the ordnance and
aircraft handling divisions, With the advent of the winter months in
Korean waters, it is recommended that at least 500 men be available in the
Alr pepartment,

b, Aircraft Handling. Dpuring the period the average on board count of
aircraft was 73 plus one helicopter. Due to reduction of available space ,
on hangar deck as a result of the CVA-3L conversion program, the rapid handling
of aircraft, particularly the F9F, requires the highest degree of coordination
in order to meet schedules, Obstructions on hangar bulkheads amplify the park-
ing problem., Aircraft availability sometimes varies by four or five aire
craft between squadrons. The sorting of aircraft that go tdown® or come tupt
only minutes prior to launch time disrupts aircraft handling and pilot plane
assignment planning. All special aircraft with the exception of the jet
photographic planes are parked aft in Hangar Bay #2 or on the flight deck. A
total of five unflyable dud aircraft occupied Hangar Bay #3 at the end of this
operating period, ‘ :

In order to utilize all time possible for grdnance rearming of the AD
type aireraft, these planes are recovered last and spotted starboard side
and aft during modified ready deck at an angle of approximately sixty degrees
with wings spread. This permits ordnance and handling crews to reload wing
stations, refold wings and tighten the spot for next recovery, The develop=
ment of a small easily portable hoist to load 250# bombs on folded AD wings
would greatly save time and space., VA squadron 923 is at present designing
and experimenting with such a hoist, ,

cs Catapults and Arresting Ggear. During the period of this report 569
catapult launches were made, the majority of which were F9F aireraft. The
BUAER forged eye pendant arrestor for the F9F has been unsatisfactory,

An RUDM has been submitted reporting the damage to shuttle tow fittings with
recommendations for an improved arrestor, The principal change recommended
to the arrestor is to put the wire served ends of the bungee into the fire
‘hose under the nylon straps. By using this change 510 successful F9v-5
launches at an average of 20 arrestations per arrestor have been made.

puring the periocd of this report there have been 91l arrested landings.
Approximately 50 per cent have been jets. (F9F-S5). For forward area operation,
arresting gear usage has indicated the desirability of having on board at least
50 per cent spares over current allowance. Highest usage items are the F2H and
F9F combination barriers (longs). '
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de @asoline. The Robb quick disconnect coupling has proven to be very
efficient and time saving on replenishment days,.

9. Supply Department
as Aviation Stores
Procurement of aeronautical material from other carriers, mobile sup=

port ships, and other local sources has been successful for 61.55 per cent
of 463 items requested. However, for priority wA® (53) and "Bv (L49) re-.

quirements availability was only 37.73 per cent and 36,73 percent respectivelys

The range of items included in the various allowance lists is considered
adequate since 391 of the L63 items requested were for replacement of ex-
hausted or seriously depleted stocks or as an increase in allowance based on
squadron recommendations. Most noticeable inadequacies at the present time
are major control surfaces for PLU and AD type aircraft, As time on the line
crystalizes this ship's experience, a more cémplete report of allowance list
inadequacies will be made, , '

Usage of F9F MLG tires has been extremely high - 138 tires and 131 tubes
for 436 landings., Information available indicates that other activities
have not experienced such a high usage rate; therefore, further commsnt is
withheld for the present.

The squadrons embarked with shortages of hand tools and winter flight 7
clothing, Since the shipt's allowance 1list for these items are intended for
replacements only considerable difficulty was experienced on these items,

gquadrons and composite units should be properly outfitted prior to em-
barkation for overseas deployment, '

Cold weather items recommended in COMAIRPAC Instruction LuLL1.5B of 23

July 1952 and appropriate portions of Section "B# allowance are essential
to operations in this area, This ship has been unsuccessful to date in

its endeavors to obtain certain cold weather items, notably engine pre-
‘heaters, engine; propeller and cockpit covers; and aircraft gun lubricants.

Certain items of section "B" meterial ccntihuﬂ-in short supplyes The
following items have been procured on an emergency basis only:

R 85-PW-17139L Liner weldment - F9F

R 85-PW-198061 Liner Weldment = F9F

R 85-H0-A7002G Fuel Controls - FYF

R 82-Gv-9520L461 Brake Lining - F9F

R 9L-C-550079 Controller Gun - FOF

R 82-P-580000 Point Tail Hook - A1l

R B2-GY«510717-2 Brake Lining « HO35-1
R 94~C~78550 Gun Chargers sero - 13a-AD3

SR 16




Procurement of allowance list items from CONUS has been slow. By effect-
ive area procurement, salvage and substitution, AOG's due to lack of parts,
for this cruise, were limited to 2 AD3 and 2 FLU for periods of less than 7
gags. 1 AD3, 1 F2H2P and 1 ADLW have been AOG for periods in excess of

ayse

b, General Stores.

Stock level limits have been generally adequate. Most noticeable
excentions have been those for teletype paper and standard solvent, with
an increase over part usage of approximately 10 to 1.

C. Ships Store,

It was found necessary to secure the after soda fountain during flight
operations due to the proximity of the bomb stowage area and the resultant
working groups congregated at or near the fountaine. This fountain was used,

however, to make ice cream for sale at the forward fountain and, in addition,
has made all ice cream for the general mess and the privale messes,

Shipts Store schedule was revised to include night operation of one
store from 1900 to 2130 on Tuesdays and Thursdays. This revision was necessary
due to the fact that the increased workload during operations in the Korean

area makes it virtually impossible for many personnel to make purchases
during the regular hours,

Shortages have arisen in stocks of cigars, chewing gum and marking tubes
(for clothing). These items sold at approximately twice the anticipated
rate,

de (Clothing and Small Stores,

C&SS Issue Room schedule was revised to include night operations from
1900 to 2130, This revision was necessary due to the fact that the increased
workload during operations on the line makes it virtually impossible for many
personnel to make purchases during the regular hours.

Shortages have arisen in black socks, dungaree jumpers and chambray
shirts, Demand for these items as compared to past experience has proven to
be approximately 1.5 to 1, 3 to 1 and 2 to 1, respectively. It should be
noted that woolen socks are preferred to cotton socks, '

The assigned replenishment ship was short on towels and black socks during
the first period in port at Yokosuka, However, information has been received

that these items can be procured from other auxiliary ships operating in
the area.

€. Commissary,

Since arrival in Korean waters it was found desireable to discontinue
the serving of regular night rations and to commence serving a full meal at
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2315, This change has met with favorable reception and has resulted in
substantial savings in bread and meat.

fe Disbursing.

The exchange of U,S, currency for MPCts and Yen upon first arrival in

Japan has presented the largest problem to date. Necessity for procurement of
MPC's and Yen after arrival in Yokosuka involved noticeable delay, Non-re-

ceipt of complete information regarding currency controls also contributed to
the delay. Recommendatiuns on this subject will be covered by separate letter,

It is reccmmended that all officers be advised as to their rights for

additional income tax withholding as prescribed by para. 55431-5 BUSANDA
Marmal (IM 21-L) in order to prevent delay fer those desiring such additional

withholding, This should be done prior to arrival in the combat zone,
g. Replenishment Underway.

To date this ship has had two underway replenishments of stores under
‘Supply Department cognizance (other than fuel oil and aviation gasoline)

as follows: :

11/1/52 - Provisions
11/19/52 - Aviation Stores
Provisions

Replenishment of provisions has been only moderately satisfactory in that
quantities were drastically cut and in many instances some items were NIS,.
Further, fresh tomatoes and lettuce have been received in very poor condition,
Survey was necessary for approximately one third (1/3) of the tomatoes and one
fourth (1/4) of the lettuce received on 1 November,

Aviation stores were received in far greater quantity than advance reports
indicateds Analysis as to types of items and priorities received could not
be made prior to submission of this report,

Rate of transfer underway to date:

Provisions 65 tons/hour
Aviation Stores LS tons/hour

While far from record shattering, the transfers were apparently effected
as fast as the supplying ship could deliver. The provisions transfer was
accompanied by substantial damage to crates and packages, The aviation stores
transfer was very satisfactory, and accomplished in a safe and crderly fashion,

he Wardroom Mess.

The major problem to be solved was that of serving a large number of
officers at odd hours depending on operational requirements, The shift from
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table services to cafeteria style service at all meals except for the second
seating at dinner has solved this problem to a very large extent, Food is
kept hot and palatable, and serving time is reduced. This arrangement leawves
more time for other requirements, both for the officers and the stewards,
This system has received very favorable comment from all personnel concerned.

The procurement of wholesale cuts of Japanese beef and veal by the Ward
room Mess has not only improved the variety available to the mess but has proven
to be a sizeable economy factor, :

I
{
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Ccpies to:

CNO (2) Advance
CINCPACFLT (5) Advance
CINCPACFLT EVALUATION GROUP
COMNAVFE (1) Advance
CCMIAVFE EVALUATION GROUP
COMSEVENTHFLT (1) Advance
CT®-77 {1) Advance
COMCARDIV 1

COMCLERDIV 3

COMCARDIV 5

COMATRPAC (10)

COMSERVPAC

COMrL. TRALAMEDA
COMFATRJAPAN
COMFAIRQUONSET

NAVAL WAR COLLEGE

NLO JOC KCREA

USS BOXER (CVA-21)

USS EON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31)
USS VALLEY FORGE (CVA-LS)
USS PHILLIPINE SEA (CVA-4LT7)
USS PRINCETON (CVA-37)
USS KSARSARGE (CVA~33)
USS WASP (CVA-16)

USS YORKTOWN (CVA-10)
CVG 2

cvG 5

cvG 7

cva 9

cVG 11

cvG 15

cva 19

CVG 101

ATG 2 (5)
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U.S.S. ORISKANY (CVA-3L) cvaB&/ue.la

Care of Fleet Post Office (13:HRM: jec)
San Francisco, California Ser 02

S GRIGINAI_ 9 January 1953
nmﬁsgﬁuﬂn ‘ ‘ DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS

From: Commanding Officer , DOD DIR 5200.10
To: Chief of Naval Operations
Via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet

(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East

(L) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet

Subj: Action Report for the period of 2 December 1952 through 27 December
1952 ,

Ref: (a) OPNAV Instruction 3L480.k4 ,
Encl: (1) CVG 102 Action Report 2 December 1952 through 27 December 1952

1l In accordance with reference (a) the Action Report for the period of 2
December 1952 through 27 December 1952 is hereby submitted,

PART I
COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MISSION

The U.S.S. ORISKANY (CVA-3L) with Carrier Air Group 102 embarked, sortied
from Yokosuka Harbor at 06161, 2 December 1952 and at 08261, 4 December 1952
joined Task Force 77 operating in Area Sugar, the Japan Sea, Commander Task

Force 77 and Commander Carrier Division ONE, RADM W. D. JOHNSON, USN, was
embarked in the U,S.S. BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31),

During the operating period other ships in company were the U.S5.S,
KEARSARGE (CVA-33), the U.S.S. ESSEX (CVA-9), the U.S.S. MISSOURI (BB-63) with
Commander SEVENTH Fleet, VADM J. J. CLARK, USN, embarked and various cruisers

and screening destroyers. On 18 December 1952 Commander Carrier Division
FIVE, RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN, embarked in the U.S5.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33),

assumed duties as Commander Task Force 77; the U.S.3. BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31)
with Commander Carrier Division ONE embarked departed from the Task Forece,

The ship departed Task Force 77 and Area Sugar for Yokosuka on 24 December

1952, arriving 27 December 1952, '

During the period in the forward area operations were conducted in ac-
cordance with Commender Task Force 77 Operation Order 2-52, The Mission of
the Force, in support of the United Nations conflict with North Korea, was
close air support to front line ground forces, interdiction of enemy move-
ments and resupply over Northeast Korean supply lines and storage areas,
destruction of enemy troops and air support of naval gunfire.

e OOIEINAL _/
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PART IT
CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF EVENTS

2 December 1952

Sortied from Yokosuka Harbor at 0616 enroute to the Korean operating
area.

3 December 1952

Rendezvoused with the U.S.S. RENSHAW (DDE-L499).
4 December 1952

Rendezvoused with Task Force 77, Commander Task Force 77 and Commander
Carrier Division FIVE, RADM W. D. JOHNSON, USN, embarked in the U.S.S.
BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31), The U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33) with Commander
Carrier Division FIVE, RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN, embarked was detached from
Task Force 77 and departed for Yokosuka, Japan, Conducted combat flight
operations. ENS WILLIS RADEBAUGH, USN, VA-923, was hit by AA fire during
an attack in the Pyong-gong area, ENS RADEBAUGH was able to remain airbourne
until over friendly territory where he parachuted without injury.

S December 1952

Conducted combat flight operations.
6 December 1952

Conducted combat flight oper#tions, LT W, P. HUGHES, USNR, VF-87L,
ditched off Hungnam after being hit by AA fire, LT HUGHES was rescued un-
injured by the U.S.S. ROOKS (DD-80L) after about L5 minutes in his raft,

1 December 1952

Rendezvoused with T.E. 92,11 for replenishment. Replenished NSFO and

aviation gasoline from the U.S.S. CACAPON (A0-52) and ammunition from the
U.S.S. CHARA- (AKA’SB).

8 December 1952

Conducted combat fiight operations, The U.S.S. ESSEX (CVA-9) joined
Task Force 77.

9 December 1952

Conducted combat flight operations., Captain JAMES A. VAN ZANDT, USNR,
member of the House of Representatives, visited the ship.

10 December 1952

Conducted combat flight operations,
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11 December 1952

Rendezvoused with T.E. 92,11 for replenishment. Replenished NSFO and
aviation gasoline from the U.S.S. CHEMING (AO-30) and ammunition from the
U.S.S. CHARA (AKA-58),

12 December 1952

Conducted combat flight operations,
13 December 1952

Conducted combat flight operations,
1L December 1952

Conducted combat flight operations, 1
lé December 1952

Rendezvoused with T.E. 92,11 for replenishment. Replenished NSFO and
aviation gasoline from the U.S.S. CHEMUNG (A0-30) and ammunition from the
U.S.S. PARICUTIN (AE-18), Received provisions and dry stores from the
U.S5.5. ALUDRA (AF"SS)O -

}Q December 1952

Conducted combat flight operations,
17 December 1952

Conducted combat flight operations,
18 December 1952

Conducted combat flight operations. The U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CVA=33)
RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN, COMCARDIV 5 embarked, joined Task Force 77.

RADM HICKEY relieved RADM W, D, JOHNSON, USN, COMCARDIV 1 as CTF 77. The -
U.S.S. BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31), with COMCARDIV 1, RADM W, D. JOHNSON, USN,

embarked was detached and departed for Yokosuka, Japan.
19 December 1952

Rendezvoused with T.E. 92,11 for replenishment. Replenished NSFO and
aviation gasoline from the U.S.8, TALUGA (A0-62) and ammunition from the

U.5.S. PARICUTIN (AE-18). Received aviation stores from the U.S,S. CHOURRE
(ARV.1),
20 December 1952
Conducted combat flight operations, Conducted AA firing practices

- ;
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Conducted combat flight operations,
22 December 1952

21 December 1952

Conducted combat flight operations, Conducted AA firing practice,
LTJG J. A. HUDSON, USN, VA-923, was seen to crash during an attack west
of Songjin., Since the aircraft exploded on impact and no parachute or other
evidence of survival was noted, LTJG HUDSON is presumed dead,

23 December 1952

Conducted combat flight operations,
2l December 1952

Rendezvoused with T.E. 92,11 for replenigshment. Replenished NSFO and
aviation gasoline from the U.S.S, MISPILLION (A0-105) and ammunition from
the U.S5.S, TITANIA (AKA-13). Upon completion of replenishment, the U.S.S.
ORISKANY (CVA-3L) in company with the U.S.S. SHIELDS (DD-596), was detached
from Task Force 77 and ordered to proceed to Yokosuka, Japan for upkeepe

gg December 1952

Enroute to Yokosuka, Japan,

26 December 1952
Enroute to Yokosuka, Japan, Conducted AA firing practices
27 December 1952

Arrived Yokosuka. End of reporting period.

PART III
ORDNANCE MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT

ls Ammunition expenditures for the period L December to 23 December 1952,
as Service Types (Included in enclosure (1)),

be Training Types

Sn/38 projectile AAC 35
51/38 projectile FCL (UT) L7
51/38 powder SPDN 82
3%/50 cartridge FCL (UT)
non frag non flash 70
S L
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PART IV
BATTLE DAMAGE

1, Ship, No battle damage was sustained by the ORISKANY during the current
period,

2. Damage inflicted on the enemy (see enclosure (1))e

3. Damage inflicted on ORISKANY aircraft (see enclosure (1)),

PART V
PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES

l4 Performance
a, Persomel

During the period of this report the morale was excellent and personnel
performance improved considerably with experience in combat operations. The
total number of personnel berthed on cots has been decreased to 21 men which

has reduced this morale problem, During this period the average on board
count was 2735: 2025 ship's company; 63 marines; 17 SWU team and 630 CVG 102,

Critical shortages exist in the following rates: ET, FC, RM, MM, EM;
A0 and AA/AN, These shortages have been the subject of offiecial correspondence,

be ' Training

Training for the period as covered by this report consisted of the
following: .

New classes organized ok
Active classes at. end of period 11
Classroom hours held this period , 196
Navy Training Courses (texts) checked out 61
Navy Training Courses (correspondence) ordered by men 33
USAFI texts checked out i
USAFI correspondence courses ordered ’ - L3
+ USAFI GED tests administered 30
USAFI end of Course Tests administered 01
USAFI GED batteries ordered by men 33
Enrollments in college extension courses oL
Letters sent to civilian schools on behalf of men for
counseling and placement purposes 03
Requests for service schools forwarded 1k

A class in Personnel and Administration procedures has been organ-
ized in order to train all Yeomen, Personnelmen and strikers, This class

Illl!'l.llli. g
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is also open to Department Administrative Officers, Division Officers and
Junior Division Officers in the study of quarterly marks assignment, Navy
Job Classification Code Manual, and advancement in rating.

ce Welfare and Recreation

Regulafly.scheduled bingo games have been conducted at 1900 on
Wednesdays and Saturdays of each week in the crew's messing compartments for

enlisted men, on Fridays for Chief Petty Officers and Warrant Officers,
Happy hours have been conducted on replenishment days, using talent from

ship's company and air group,

The Ship's Glee Club meets regularly on the evening preceeding
replenishment days.

The Hobby Shop is open daily for use by all hands, It carries a
wide variety of crafts, e.g., leathercraft, model-planes, ships, sail boats,
wagons, autos, etc,

The Ship's Library is open daily from 0830 to 2130 for use by all hands,
d. Religious Services
Catholic services are held daily. Three Masses are said on Sundays
followed by Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. Special daily prayers
are said for the safety of our pilots,

Protestant Divine Services are conducted at 0900 on Sunday mornings,
Vesper services at 1900, The Bible Class meets at 1900 on Wednesdays,

Jewish services are conducted on Friday evenings and on special
days of religious significance on the Jewish calendar,

Morman services are conducted at 1000 on Sundays,
Christian Science study periods are observed on Sundays at 1100,

A memorial service was held on 26 December for LTJG JAMES A, HUDSON
USN, of VA-923 who was killed in action on 22 December 1952,

A special Christmas Eve carol service was conducted at 2200, 24
December and Catholic services were conducted at midnight.

e, Public Information activities covered during the period of this re-
port consisted of the following:

Daily news dispatches

Hometown releases : 955
Feature stories
Still pictures 20

Tape recordings released 11
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The ORIS Daily News
daily the day's combat events and other special or spot announcements of
interest to the crew,

nOperation Morale Lift 1952%, a movie showing family scenes of
dependents of 90 officers and men of the ORISKANY, was shown on Christmas day.

2. Casualties
a. Ship's Company

No ship's company casualties occurred other than minor injuries
during the reporting period.

b. Air Group 102. (See enclosure (1)).

PART VI
COMMENTS
1, Engineering Department
a, Casualties

(1) No major damage was sustained from any cause,

(2) The following minor damage was sustained during routine operations:

Date Description Cause
17723/52  Minor damage to T%Egﬁf deck involving Aircraft landing
approximately 1000 linear feet of deck
planking

be Recommendations

(1) None
Ce Steaming Data
Dates

Engine miles steamed - 8401 2 Dec-2k Dec 1952 (1200)
Fuel oil received - 1,472,896 gals 2 Dec-2h Dec 1952 (1200)
Fuel oil delivered DD's - 187,220 gals’ 2 Dec-2l; Dec 1952 (1200)
Fuel oil consumed (underway) - 1,351,202 gals 2 Dec-2L Dec 1952 (1200}
Fuel o0il consumed (anchored) - 9803 gals 2 Dec~2L Dec 1952 (1200
Average speed - 15,06 2 Dec~2l Dec 1952 §1200;
Hours underway - 557.7 2 Dec-2l Dec 1952 (1200)

de Fuelmg

During the period 2 December to 2L December 1952, the U.S.S, ORISKANY
fueled destroyers three (3) times at an average rate of 120,000 gallons per hour.

AP, i
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The U.S.S. ORISKANY refuelegﬁ'mnmame (S) times during this period

at an average rate of 163,600 gallons per hour,

2. Communications

Communication difficulties were noticeably minimized during the
current period of operations, and no noteworthy difficulties were experienced,

The’following statistics are indicative of the communication aspects

of the operation:

MESSAGES HANDLED IN MAIN RADIO

Transmitted on UHF Ratt
Received on UHF Ratt

1, 233
822

Relayed on various circuits other than UHF Ratt 20

Outgoing from ship

‘Received on B32

Received on George Fox
Received on George Roger Fox
Relayed on UHF Ratt

Total messages handled
Messages elther addressed to or from the

587
5,820
i, 900

146

380

13,508

U.S5.S. ORISKANY (included in above count) 2,546
Total classified messages (90,116 groups) 570

MESSAGES HANDLED ON SIGNAL BRIDGE

Total incoming and outgoing

196

Note: The total noted above does not include approximately 50

messages handled during replenishment periods.

(1,386 groups) were by Nancy.,

O0f the total, 86 messages

The following statistics of postal activities are considered to be

of general interest:

Total of 1,506 money orders issued
Registered mail received
Registered mail dispatched

First Class mail received

First Class mail dispatched
Parcel Post received

Parcel Post dispatched
Insured mail received
Insured mail dispatched
Air mail received

Air mail dispatched

. 8

$62,498.69
338 pieces
188 pieces
10 pouches

1l pouches
LLO pouches

151 pouches
815 pieces
121 pieces
60 pouches
56 pouches
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3. Air Intelligence

Flak in and near the target areas is plotted on four AMS L751 charts
covered with acetate. A series of these charts are made up for the navy area
of responsibility and an overlay of the areas covered is maintained on a
1:500,000 chart. Ready reference to these target charts posed a problem.

Swinging panels, as have been employed on other carriers, was considered,
but due to the minimum number such a rig can hold it was discarded, At
present these charts are attached by means of staples to wooden slats 35
inches by 1/ inch by 3/h inch. These wooden slats rest on the one inch
flange of two angle irons 18 inches long. One angle iron is attached to a
file cabinet and the other to a bulkhead approximately three feet from the
deck. This arrangement easily accommodates fifty target charts,

With the advent of winter, camouflage and deception as employed by
the North Koreans, has lost some of its effectiveness. Photo Interpretation
of supposedly empty AW positions disclosed tracks leading from the empty
revetments to nearby buildings. It is considered that the North Koreans
might use such tactics in view of the mobility of their AW guns,

L. Combat Information Center

CIC personnel from destroyers were assigned TAD aboard the ORISKANY
for qualification and refresher training as air controllers, Refresher
training of previously qualified air controllers poses no special problems,
and requalification can be accomplished in a reasonably short time, However,
initial qualification of prospective air controllers who have had little
background or training in the mechanics of air intercept, jet and conventional
aircraft performance, radio procedure, vocabulary of brevity codes, etec, is
not considered practicable aboard a carrier operating on the line, Refresher
training requires relatively few practice intercepts while initial training
leading to qualification requires a substantial number, 1In three carrier
operations each CVA can normally expect CAP control only one day out of each
four, and time available for practice intercepts is quite limited, It is
therefore recommended that only refresher training be given on board operating
carriers,

Se Photography

The number of ship's photographic personnel assigned remained at 18,
This figure includes one warrant, one AFC, and ten rated men. The number
and rating of personnel assigned are proving generally adequate. However, it

is felt that the addition of one rated camera repairman would materially re-
duce the high percentage of photo mission failures due to camera malfunction,

Statistical summary of failures: total photo missions this operating period - 66;
total failures - 20; failures due to camera or installation malfunctioning - 13,

Laboratory personnel are now doing all the aerial film processing and

loading of magazines. This arrangement is proving satisfactory since it
gives photo detachment personnel more time to take care of installation and

checking of photographic equipment in the planes,

S 9
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Flash prints are made of all‘photo missions in order to expedite
construction of mosaics by the photo interpretation section.

Print totals for the period were 1k,250 9x18 inch, 4610 9x9 inch and
1699 8x10 target photos for pilot briefing.

Mechanical difficulties encountered resulting in the mission fallures
referred to above, were with the K-38 aerial camera and ABB magazine, Among
the more frequent mechanical failures were sheared taper pins in the case
drive of the K-38. One ABB magazine was out of commission because of broken
gears, The original gears were made of plastic and were replaced with metal
gears, The heating element in one A8B magazine short circuited causing a
mission to be aborted.

Switches for the 1800 watt heating elements on the A10A aerial film
dryers burned out frequently due to over heating, However, ships electricians
repaired the switches promptly and time loss in drying was negligible,

It is recommended that all units using K-38 cameras and A8B magazines
be furnished instruction handbooks and technical bulletins on this equipment
as soon as possible. This essential data was not included with cameras re-
ceived and has not yet been made available to this ship. It is believed that
much of the maintenance difficulty would have been avoided and the result-
ing failures on combat missions would have been considerably lessened had
this data been on hand,

6. Medical Department

The Medical Department supplies and equipment were adequate., No

significant supply shortage or equipment breakdown occurred during the re-
porting period.

ae Medical Evaluation of Air Group and Ship's Company

On this second operating period of twenty-two days, it has been
interesting to note the great degree of parallelism or analogy with the first
period, For example, the occasional anxiety presenting itself has been based
on a home front situation, unfaithful wife for example, rather than on real
or fancied dangers associated with operations, There has been no detectable
loss of resistance to disease, and no increase in the number of injuries or
psychosomatic complaints,

In conclusion, there has been nothing in this second period on the
line to make one feel that three weeks is too long an operating period for
personnel despite the increased hardships of colder weather,
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be Medical Department Statistical Summary Air Group and Ship's Company
1st Period 2nd Period

Adnmitted to sick list 190 226
Admitted to binnacle list 15 1L
Percent sick days out of possible 67,232 work days 3% 3%
Officers admitted to sick list 10 9 :
Total visits to sick call 1,161 1,258
Patients received from other ships ' 1 1l
Patients transferred to hospital 0 0
Minor injuries treated 200 215
Major injuries treated 1l 1l
Number shipboard injuries resulting ®death 1l 0
Number of personnel died sf diseas 1 0
Minor surgical procedures : 25 - 12
Major surgical procedures 3 3
Venereal diseases cases and non-specific urethritis 58 117

sl Gonorrhea 7 11

2; Chancroid 1l 18

(3) Non-specific urethritis following sexual exposure 37 88

Ce Medical Statistical Summary of Air Group Pilots and Crewmen
1st Period 2nd Period

Planes lost, enemy action, pilot killed, not recovered 1 l
Planes lost, pilot not recovered 1 0
Planes lost, operational, pilot recovered minor injuries 1 0
Planes lost, operational, pilot récovered uninjured 0 2
Planes lost, operational, crewmen recovered uninjured O 0]
Planes damaged, enemy action, crewmen injured 0 0
Planes damaged, enemy action, pilot injured 0 0
Pilots temporarily grounded for medical reasons 15 2L
Pilots permanently grounded pending medical evaluation O 0
Average number days pilots grounded 2.l L.2
Crewmen grounded for medical reasons 0 0

de On 22 December 1952, LTJG JAMES ALEXANDER HUDSON, 532903, USN, was
killed in action at 0925 when his plane, an AD-3 crashed into ground in enemy

territory near Hwansungwon-ni, Korea, cause unknown,.
T« Supply Department
a, Aviation Stores

The major operational procedure problem experienced during the period
covered by this report has been caused by the receipt of material without
proper covering invoices, particularly material air lifted from continental
sources, Such shipments entail considerable research to insure accomplish-

ment of requisitions and in some cases has caused unnecessary delay in the
issue of priority material,

h, 11

/]




&

L ®
S DECLASSIFIED

Status information received indicates that many important items are
being held at NSD Yokosuka for delivery to the ship despite the fact that
the ship has a periodic replenishment schedule "on the line."

Further, many small items requisitioned on a priority basis, avail-
able in the area as indicated by status information, have still not been
received by COD aircraft during this period.

One problem of considerable importance which resulted in the con-
tinuing ACOG of an aircraft was the receipt of an FLUL wing assembly without

the Areo 1lhiA Rocket provisions (Change 432), Corrective action has been
taken by COMFAIRJAP 2107032 December,

The first on line replenishment (19 November 1952) from the CHOURRE

was highly satisfactory. The disg:tch in the assembly of stores, the excellent
tagging and identification, and the method of transfer indicates a high de-

gree of efficiency on the part of the CHOURRE as a whole and the Supply
Department in general. A total of 12k7 items were requested of which 796
items were received for a percentage of 63,8 comprising approximately L3.7
tons,

Procurement difficulties were negligible during the period of this
report with the exception of continued shortage of cold weather items cited
in the first report. The condition of other shortages has improved,

Intra~Task Force éooperation has proved very satisfactory on request
for allowance list material as shown by the receipt of 62.5 percent of items
requested,

Usage of F9F MLG tires during this period has been reduced to normal
expenditure.

be General Stores

There were no unusual developments in this category except high con-
sumption of certain stores. Usage of general mess and wardroom cups has been
approximately three times that anticipated, principally as a result of breakage.
Usage of class LO and L1 (hand tools) has been extremely high due to inadequate
outfitting of squadrons. Rags have been consumed at an average rate of 120
bales per month,

ce Ship's Store and C&SS
Operational Procedure Problems - Care must be exercised to insure that
woolen underwear is bagged separately for delivery to the laundry, and that
such articles are washed and rinsed in lukewarm water only,

Stock Excesses and Shortages - To date no excesses have been found
to exist in ship's store stock. However, the following shortages do exist:

L] 12
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(1) Watches - Sold 500 the first three months at sea. 100 of these
watches were military type; all others dress. Average selling price of the
dress watches, $35-40. Stock ratio of men's to women's was about 8:1, It
is recommended that for Christmas sales this ratio be adjusted to about 3:1.

r
‘ o

(2) Pen and Pencil Sets - During the pre-Christmas buying, sales
increased to about five sales per day for a thirty day pericd over a previous
normal of 1/2 to 3/L per day. Sets sold were the Sheaffer at about $12-25
selling price, : '

(3) Pens - Demand for fountain pens, particularly the inexpensive pen
of the Esterbrook type, is very great, Sales run on an average of 100-125
per month, Since these pens are unavailable in this area, it is recommended
that adequate stock be carried.

(L) Clothing and Small Stores - Shortages cited in previous report
continue, and are characteristic of this area,

Procurement Difficulties - The replenishment ship, U.S5.S. CASTOR
(AKS-1), to date has been unable to supply required items of C&SS. The
available ship's store stock is satisfactory but limited quite strictly to
staples (e.g. soaps, cigarettes, dentifrices, etc.),

d. Commissary

Operational Procedure - The serving of a midnight meal has met with
continued success insofar as health and morale is concerned. On the last

night of the patrol, however, it became necessary to serve only soup and
coffee to awoid an over expenditure of general mess funds.

Stock Shortages - The following items of provisions have been in
short supply:
Tomato puree
Potatoes, sweet, fresh
Grapefruit, fresh
Beans, string, cnd
Tomato paste
Crackers
Syrup
Vanilla, flavoring
Mayonnaise
Cereal, assorted
Juice, orange

Procurement Difficulties - On return to Yokosuka, after the previous
period "on the line", requisitions were submitted to the U.S.S. ALUDRA (AF-55)

for fresh frozen and dry provisions, The ORISKANY requested about one hundred
forty tons and the amount received was sixty-three tons. The ORISKANY left

Yokosuka, therefore, without a capacity load,

_—— 13
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e, Disbursing

It has been found that the most convenient time for pay day, while
operating, is at night or on replenishment day.

Many disbursing forms are unavailable in this area, A complete cruise
requirement should be acquired when ocutfitting,.

f. Replenishment Underway

On 15 December the ORISKANY replenished at sea from the U.S.S. ALUDRA
(AF-55), The ship came along side at 1342 for replenishment of fresh, frozen
and dry provisions. About 95 per cent of the requisitions submitted were
filled. Around 15L5 the ALUDRA had to break away from the ORISKANY because
of rough weather, About ten tons of flour was left on board the ALUDRA
The average tonage taken on board was 60 tons per hour,

Aviation stores replenishment was accomplished from the U.S.S.
CHOURRE (ARV-1) on 19 December 1952. (Amplifying comments on the 19
November replenishment are contained in Aviation Stores section above).
Very few items were received. Only priority BAKER requisitions were processed
due to late delivery of requisitions to the CHOURRE, occasioned by the advance-
ment of the replenishment schedule.

8. Navigation Department

During the present operation the Navigation Department had excellent
opportunities for the training of deck-watch-standers. The rapidity of the
tactical maneuvers and the great variety of tactical situations, affords ex-
cellent practice in ship handling. During this last tour four (L) officer-
of-the-deck qualifications were granted, three (3) to ensigns and one (1)
to a lieutenant, To supplement the on-the-job-training classes are held
each day to improve the watch standers knowledge and use of the tools of
his trade, Voice radio procedure is practiced daily utilizing 2 tape re-
corder so that veoice deficiencies and improper procedure can be corrected,
This practice has greatly improved voice radio procedure. To broaden
the 00D's knowledge of his assistants, their duties and especially their
problems, a rotational system has been established to place CIC personnel
on the bridge and bridge watch standers in CIC. 1In our deck-watgh=stander
training credit must be extended to the U.S.S. PRINCETON since a modified
program similar to hers has been adopted.

The starboard wing of the open bridge has undergone several changes
to increase the comfort and efficiency of the conning officer during the winter
replenishment operations. A seat has been installed with a foot rest, a plexi-
glass wind shield has been errected and a canvas awning has been installed,

The top half of a gear locker door has been painted black so that it may
serve as a blackboard to indicate the RPM and course being steered,
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_ General - During this period a general improvement was noted in the
execution of assigned functions of all divisions in the Air Department.
This was due primarily to experience gained during the first tour in the
operating area, Personnel shortages in the aircraft handling and ordnance
divisions continues to be the most serious item effecting the efficiency
of the department. During the last week of operations, due to illness and
injuries, the flight deck divis1on plane handling crews were reduced to 9-10
men per crew on occasion, A minimum of twelve (12) men per crew should be
available in order to expeditiously respot the heavier AD and jet type aircraft.
The use of the F9F tail tow during this period resulted in some conservation
of manpower. Ingenious methods of conserving space on the hangar deck per-
mitted operations to continue normally despite the presence of six none
flyable duds in hangar bay #3. Continued efforts are underway to gain ad-
ditional ‘room in hangar bays for' maintenance facilities., Relocation of lumber
racks from present location, port side elevator #3, to top of uptake space
starboard side, will provide room for some work bench space., Installation
of tool box racks between #3 elevator stanchions, port side hangar deck,

frames 140-1hlL, is also being accomplished., The practice of turning up all
propeller aircraft approximately one and one-half hours before first morning

launch is most desirable during cold weather. Plane captains run engines from
10-15 minutes at 1000-1200 RPM,

8¢ Aircraft Handling ' | \

An auxiliary aircraft spotting board of the flight deck, manufactured
by the ship's aircraft metal shop, has been installed in flight deck control
directly above the existing board. Since installation, it has saved much
time and confusion by providing the actual deck spot while succeeding launches
and spots are being planned and worked out on the lower board,

Design of a suitable tow-bar to tow F9F's backwards is still necessary,
A number of universal tow bars were modified for this use by shortening one
bar sufficiently to reach the tail skid while the remaining bar towed from
the landing gear. Principal difficulty encountered is that the bars are
not strong enough to withstand the stresses encountered at all angles of tcwing

particularly during sharp turns,

Due to the ever increasing demand for hangar deck space for checks
and other maintenance work on aircraft, and due to the number of permanent
"dud" aircraft accumulated, it was necessary to resort to unorthodox methods
of aircraft parking to conserve space. Vertical stabilizers and propellers
were removed from two FL4U dud aircraft permitting them to be "stood on their
nose" with the tail lashed to the overhead, F9F tail sections were removed
and suspended from the overhead in Bay #3 by means of the tail section
hoisting sling. This permitted considerable tightening of dud parking and

i

provided necessary space for parking of additional aircraft, T

Operations have been speeded up on recovery of aircraft by taxiing
jet aireraft off elevator #2 onto the hangar deck. The plane is taxied
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straight off the elevator, and the tail is not swung inboard until it is
determined that no residual fire exists in the engine. This permits taking
almost every other jet down elevator #2 thereby incréasing the space available
for spotting aircraft forward during recovery. . :

be Catapults

A total of 753 catapult launches were made during the period, the
majority of which were F9F-5 aircraft. The use of fire hose to protect
the bungee strands on the FOF forged eye launching pendants from being struck
by the sharp edges of the shuttle has proved satisfactory and has reduced

considerably the use of bungee., Except for five pendants being lost in one
day due to inadvertant use of overage bungee none have been lost during this

period due to arrestor failures. It is recommended that CVA's stock 1500
feet of fresh 3/L" bungee for the F9F forged eye launching pendants. Both
catdpults were available for all scheduled operations during this period,
Cable tensioner and whip dampener packings were changed after LOO shots due
to excessive leakage, :

ds Arresting Gear

\ The installation of a small jet blast deflector aft of #2 elevator
provides protection to the barricade and barrier operator by dispersing the
blast of aircraft being taxied onto the elevator during recoveries., The
deflector is a fixed installation, set back far snough not to interfere with
operations and deflecting the blast over and around personnel in the port
catwalk stations.

Although frequent draining of arresting gear air supply lines is
accomplished, water condensation in exposed portions of these lines freezes, ‘
This problem has been solved to a satisfactory degree by lagging the lines with
asbestos cloth, '

A total of 1375 arrested landings were made during the period. ,Thére o
were 7 Jet barrier crashes and 3 prop barrier crashes, including 2 barricade
engagements, : , : -

Failure of a hook point on an F9F-S aircraft resulted in the breakage
of #h and #8 cross deck pendants with resultant major damage to the aircraft and
minor injuries to three personnel of 'the arresting gear division stationed:in
the catwalks. To date, there have been four (L) hook point failures this

cruise on jet aircraft, The Air Group has made recommendations to BUAER re-
garding the redesign of the F9F-5 hook points. : ~

d. Maintenance : . A ‘
Due to the large number of tire changes, the aviation metal shop

manufactured a tire bead breaking machine, which can alsc serve.as a hydraulic -

press, Constructed of salvaged materials the machine consists of a heavy
framework, a hydraulic hand pump and actuating cylinder and various size adapters

which fit against the tire close to the rim. The beads are broken by the /
single action of the machine,

S— Y
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Dus to non-availability of a fork 1ift truck crane adapter, one |
was manufactured, The crane adapter serves purpeses including the 1nstallation
and removal of jet and propeller engines from aircraft and handling of bombs

during replenishment. The adapter is quickly attached to the fork truck
requiring only the rem¢val of the forks and hanging the adapter in place

since no securing devices are neceasary.

Operation of the oxygen-nitrogen system was satisfactory; however,
difficulty was experienced in handling the flexible oxygen service hose

during operations, All the service outlets are on the port side of the ship;
and in order to service planes on the starboard side, the use of a 200 foot

length of hose is necessary, Handling this much hose, with planes, tractors,
and bomb skids moving about the deck is dangerous; and caution is necessa

to prevent damaging the hose, It is recommended that a hose reel be installed
at the service outlets to facilitate break-out and return of the hose,

_ The electronics shop installed an APU plug-in on the LeTourneau crash \
crane in order to provide sasier starting during cold weather. This modification
has proven very satisfactory. :

The use of an area in hangar bay #3 adjacent to the Aviation Metal

Shog for tire mounting and stowage has proved necessary and desirable due to
tire usage of the F9F-5, |

The present number of different type aircraft on board requires an
excessive amount of special tools and maintenance equipment which absorbs -
premium stowage space both in storerooms and hangar deck. The design and «
distribution of universal equipment and tools would help greatly in a}leviating
the problem,

e, Ordnance and Gasoline

. The MK 1 bomb skid requires continual inspection and repair to the
wUn center-brace which prevents the bomb from slipping forward or aft while
being hauled. The Aviation Metal Shop has welded heavy steel stock rein-
forcements across the lower section of the center "V" brace to remedy this
fault, A skid similar to the MK 1 but with larger wheel and groved edge
tires for rolling bombs over barrier and arresting gear cable would be an
improvement over the present MK l. .

Napalm bombs, are normally made up on-the flight deck, however,
under certain conditions, (i.ec, high winds, rough seas) this is virtually
impossible, This problem was solved by closing the fire doors between -
‘hangar bay #2 and #3 and pulling the blackout curtains aft of #3 aircraft
- elevator, Number 3 elevator was lowered and the napalm mixed on the lewered

elevator, In this manner, proper ventilation was maintained and the work was
accomplished much more rapidly in a sheltered position, and bombg were in a

position to be taken immedlately to the flight deck,
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The present allowance of eight (B) hoisting bands of the Aero iﬁé
hoisting band for the 2,000# bomb is insufficient to meet present load
demands, Frequently thirteen (13) bombs and sometimes fifteen (15) are
required for loading between recovery and next launch of the AD strike,

This shortage of hoisting bands means only a part of the required number can
be assembled and placed on bomb skids prior to loading time,

Cooperation of the Fleet Tankers in sending the proper typs coupling
hose fitting has cut our "hook-up® time to about five (Sgrminutes. On the
last replenishment day, 137,000 gallons of AVGAS was received from the

"first line over" to "cast-off time" of two (2) hours and twenty (20) minutes.
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U.S.S. ORISKANY (CVA-3kL) cvA3L/a16-13
Care of Fleet Post Office (13:HRM:wtm)
San Francisco, California Ser 093

25 Feb 1953

Sati YT |
FrmTmrIA DOWNGRADED AT B YENR INTERVACSs

BQEEH gs)lmaﬂ | DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
' Bon om v .

From: Commanding Officer
To: Chief of Naval Qperations
via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVE

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet

(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East

(L) commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet

Subj: Lction Report for the period of 7 January 1953 through 11 February
1953

Ref: (a) OPNAV Instruction 3L80C.L
Encl: (1) CVG-12 Action Report 7 January 1953 through 11 February 1953

1. In cccordance with reference (a) the Action Report for the period of
7 Janvary 1953 through 11 February 1953 is hereby submitted,

PART T
COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES

The U.S,S. ORISKANY (CVA-3L) with Carrier Air Gpoup 102 (redesignated Car-
rier Air Group 12 on L February 1953) embarked, sortied from yokosuka Harbor
at 06581, 7 January 1953 and at 08221, 10 January 1953 joined Task Force
77 in Area Tare, the Japan Sea., Commander Task Force 77 and Commander Car-
rier Division THREE, RADM A, SOUCEK, USN, was embarked in the U.S.S. VALLEY
FORGE (CVA-L5). :

Commander Carrier Division FIVE, RADM R, F, HICKEY, USN, embarked in the
U.8.5. KEARSARGE (CVA-33), assumed duties as Commander Task Force 77 on 22

January 1953. On 11 February 1953 the U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-45) re-
turned to the force with Commander Carrier Division THREE, RADM A. SOUCEK,
USN, embarked and assumed duties as Commander Task Force 77.

During the operating period other ships in company were the U.S.S.
PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA-L7), the U.S.S, VALLEY FORGE (CVA-45), the U,S.S, MIS-
SOURI (BB-63) with Commander SEVENTH Fleet, VADM J. J. CLARK, USN, embarked,
and various cruisers and screening destroyers. Prior to departing Task
Force 77 and Area Tare for Nagoya on 11 February 1953 Commander Carrier Divi-
sion FIVE administration was shifted from the U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CVa-33)

- to the U.5.S. ORISKANY (CVA-3L). ' '




S @ DRSS @

During the period in the forward area, operations were conducted in ac-
cordance with Commander Task Force 77 Operation Order 2-52, The Mission of
the Force, in support to front line ground forces, interdiction of enemy move-

ments and resupply over Northeast Korean sup?ly lines and storage areas,
destruction of enemy troops and air support of naval gunfire,

PART II
CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF EVENTS
7 January 1953

Sortied from Yokosuka Harbor at 06581 enroute to the Xorean Operating
Area, Rendezvoused with the U,S.S. RENSHAW (DDE-499). Conducted joint flight
operations with the Japan Air Defense Command.

8 January 1953

Enroute to the Korean Operating Area. Conducted afternoon flight oper-
ations,

9 January 1953

Earoute to the Korean Operating Area, Conducted AA firing practice.
Conducted afternoon flight operations,

10 January 1953

Enroute to the Korean QOperating Area. Joined Task Force 77 at 08227 in
the Korean Operating Area. SOPA and Commander Task Force 77, RADM 4. SOUCEK
USN, COMCARDIV 3, embarked in the U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-L5). Rendezvoused
with Task Element 92,1 for replenishment. Replenished aviation gasoline
and NFSO from the U,S.8. KASKASKIA (AO-27).

11 January 1953

Continued replenishment from Task Element 92,1. Replenished aviation
gasoline and NFSO from the U.S.S. MISPILLION (A0-105. Replenished ammunition
from the U,S.S. VIRGO (AKA-20) and provisions from the U.S.S. GRAFFIAS (AF-29),

12 January 1953

Flight operations cancelled due to high seas and inclément weather,

13 January 1953

Flight operations cancelled due to continuing inclement weather,

1k January 1953

Flight operations cancelled due to continuing inclement weather,
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15 January 1953
conducted combat flight operations.
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16 January 1953

conducted combat flight operationse

17 January 1953
Conducted combat flight operationse

18 January 1953

Rendezvoused with Task Element 92,1 for replenishment., Received provisions
and Gry stores from the U.S.S. GRAFFIAS (iF-29)., Replenished aviation gas-
siine and NFSO from the U,S5,S., CHEMUNG (AO~30)s Received aviation stores from

“he U.,S.S, CHOURRE (ARV-l). Replenished ammunition from the U.S.S. VIRGO
{AK4=20V,

20 January 1953

foncarted combat flight operations, The U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33) with
TLOL R F, YICKEY, USN, COMCARDIV 5 embarked, joined Task Force 77.

21 jJanuary 1953
conducted combat flight operations.

22 January 1953

conducted combat flight operations. RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN, COMCARDIV 5,
embarked in the U.5.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33), assumed command of Task Force T77.

The U.S.S, VALIEY FORGE (CVA-LS) with RADM A. SOUCEK, COMCARDIV 3, embarked
was detached and departed Task Force 77

23 January 1953

Conducted combat flight operations. Conducted AA firing exercises,

2l January 1953

Rendezvoused with Task Element 92.le. Replenished ammunition from the

U.S.S. PARACUTIN (AE-18). Replenished aviation gasoline and NFSO from the
U.8,5, CHEMUNG (AO-BO) conducted AA firing exercises, Vs

25 Janvary 1953

Conducted combat flight operations,

conducted AA firing exercises,

e 3
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26 January 1953

Conducted combat flight operationse

27 January 1953

Conducted combat flight operations. Conducted AA firing exercises,

28 January 1953

Conducted combat flight operations, Conducted AA firing exercises,

29 January 1953

Rerdezvoused with Task Element 92,1 for replenishment. Replenished
sgawalilon from the U,S.S. PARACUTIN (4E-29). Replenishment of ammunition
was JIiscontinued due to heavy seas. Replenished NSFO and aviation gas-
clins from the U,S.S. KASKASKIA (A0-29). )

30 January 1953

foatinued replenishment from Task Element 92,1, Replenished ammunition
form o he U,8.8, PARACUTIN (AE-29)e Conducted flight operations upon come
pittin of replenishment, )

31 January 1953

Conducted combat flight operations. The U.S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA-L7)
Joined Task Forte 77.

1 February 1953

Conducted combat flight operations, CDR J. C, MICHEEL, USN, Commanding
Officer of VA-923 crashed in enemy territory while moking an attack during
a close air support mission. No evidence of survival was noted and CDR
MICHEEL is listed as killed in action,

2 pebruary 1953

Conducted combat flight operations. Conducted AA firing exercises, LTJG
B. L. IVES, USNR, VF-781, crashed landed in Wonsan Harbor after his F9F-5
was hit by AA fire in the Wonsan area. LTJG IVES was rescued uninjured by
the U.S.S, HAILEY (DD-556).

3 February 1953

Rendezvoused with Task Element 92,1 for replenishment. Received fresh
and dry provisions from the U,S.3. GRAFFIAS (AF-29). Replenished ammunition
from the U.S.S, VIRGO (AKA-20). Replenished NFSO and aviation gasoline from
the U.S,.S, KASKASKIA (A0-27),

o
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ks pebruary 1953

Conducted combat flight operationse.

5 Pebruary 1953

Conducted combat flight operations.
| 6 February 1953

Conducted combat flight operationé.

7 February 1953

Rendezvoused with Task Element 92,1 for replenishment. Replenished am-
i ticrn from the U,5.S. CHARA (AKA-58). Received aviation stores from the
U, 1.8, ¢40r2E (ARV-l). Replenished NFSO and aviation gasoline from the
.3 S, a2 PAIC (A0-107). Conducted AA firing exercises.

8 pebruary 1953

Conducted combat flight operationse.

9 February 1353
Condasted combat flight operationse

10 pebruary 1953

Conducted combat flight operationse

11 Pebruary 1953

Rendezvoused with Task Element 92,1 for replenishment. Replenished ame-
renition from the U.S.S. RAINIER (AE-5)s Received provisions and freight
from the U,S5.S. ALUDRA (AF-55). Replenished NFSO and aviation gasoline from

ne U.S.S. GUADALUPE (A0-32)« The U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-45) with RADM
SOUCEK USN, COMCARDIV 3, embarked, joined Task Force 77, RADM SOUCEK
relleved RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN, COMCARDIV 5, embarked in the U.S.S. KEARSARGE
(CVA-33), as Commander Task Force 77, The U.S.S. ORISKANY (cva-3L) was de-
tached and departed Task Force 77 enroute to Nagoya, Japan, COMCARDIV FIVE
shifted flag to ORISKANY, End of reporting period.

PART TII
ORDNANCE MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT

l. Enclosure (1) lists all aviation ammunition expended during the period
covered by this report.

2. Gunnery Department expenditures of training ammunition are as follows:
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51/38 caliber projectile, 8 Q\_&S%\?\Enaoo e Rno ED
5n/38 caliber cartridge, SP 200

31/50 caliber, FCL (VT) (Non-frag)
Non-flashless 534

3, 3%/50 FCL, VTfused, rion-fragmentation, steel case ammunition of various ;
lots used in AA sleeve firings have given about 30 percent prematures at
approximately arming range., Similar performance has been cbserved in the
firing of other ships of this Task Force, Specific performance has been re-
gularly reported to the Chief of Naval Operations in the Ammunition Pere
fermance Report, and will not be detailed here due to the non-operational
nature of the ammunition involved,

PART IV
BATTLE DAMAGE

+e  Inur. fo battle damage was sustained by the ORISKANY during the current

PETLC Y
7o Damage inflicted on the enemy (see enclosure (1)),
J¢ Davrge inflicted on ORISKANY aircraft (see enclosure (1)).
PART V
PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES
| 1, Performance
a, Personnel

During this period the average on board count was 2723: 2021 shipts
corpanys A3 marines; 17 SWU team and 625 CVG 12,

Critical shortages continued to exist in the following rates;mMMQ AD,
AD, AA/AN, and SA/SN., These shortages have been covered under separate

c.rrespondence,

‘The overall general performance and morale of all hands is still at
a very high level, the regular delivery of mail, scheduled bingo games, movies
anr 12ppy hours are considered as contributing factors,

be Training

Training for the period as covered by this report consisted of the
f~llowing:

New olaseas organized 03
Active classes at end of period 12
Classroom hours held this period 313
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Navy Training Courses (texts) checked out 63
Navy Training Courses (correspondence) ordered out 25
USAFI texts checked out 20
USAFI GED tests administered 30
USAFI correspondence courses ordered , 52
USAFI end of course tests administered 09
USALFI GED batteries ordered by men 37
USAFI end of course tests ordered by men 03
Frrollments in college extension ccurses 05
“ebbers ssnt to civilian schools on bshalf of men for

counseling and placement purpdSss 02
Pecuests for service schools forwarded 03
Number of examinations given in pay grade E-7 79
~. Legal

wha legal office previcusly cccupied the flag spaces on the 02 level,
I ~«ti~nswvion of the arrival of Cormander Carrier Division FIVE and staff
1, «.s accessary to utilize a portion of the After Training Room on the 2nd
i¢cck o5 legal office,

d. Vwetfare and Recreation

w2larly scheduled bingo games have been conducted at 1900 on
W.cn.sd.ys and Saturdays of each wesek in the Crew's messing compartments,
Horn, "1:ur3 have been conducted or replenishment days, using talent from

suiprs wlgpary and Air Groups The shipis band plays on Tuesday and Friday
zvenings in the Officerst Ward Room.,

The Hobby Shop is open daily for use by a2ll hands. It carries a wide
veriety of crafts, e.ge. leathercraft, model planes, ships, sail boats,
wzpens, autos, etc.

Th: Shipts Library is open daily from 0830 to 2130 for use by all-—-

nards,
@s Religious Services
Catholic services arec held daily, Three (3) Masses are said on
3undays followed by Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. Special daily

preyers are said for the safety of our pilots.

Protestant Divine Services are conducted at 0900 on Sunday mornings,
and Vesper Services 1900. The Bible Class meets at 1930 on Wednesdays,

Jewish Services are conducted on Firday evenings and on special
days of religious significance on the Jewish calendar,

Mormon Services are conducted at 1000 on Sundays.
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Christian Science study periods are observed on Sundays at 1100

The March of Times fund raising appeal for Infantile Paralysis was
conducted during the month of Januarye The sum of $3,000.00 was donzted,

fs Public Information

Public Information activities covered during the period of this
repcrc consisted of the followrg,

Number of Navy News Dispalrhes %8
Humber of hometown news suories . 7
Yaoer of news and sFcory biorigs (by mail) 51
Jlumber of still picturss released ' 5

Vame and affiliation of ail civilian correspondents embarked:

Mack R. Johnson, Naw ¥c#% Ferald Tribune

.

c- <a.valties
a2, Ship's Company

W ship?’s company casualties occurred other than minor injuries during
the rao~iing noriod,

c. Air Group 12 (See enclosre (1))
7 PART VI
COMMENTS
e Communications

Communications during this period were considered satisfactory,
All communication personnel gained considerable experience during the
rrevious two trips on the line and therefore operated more efficientlye

The tendency of using precedence of "OP" and "O" indiscriminately

could lead to a major weakness in communicaticns.. It has been noted that
zome of the iraffic bearing this precedence consists of summaries of past
eciion and othsr subject matter; winich apparently does not warrant such
Lrigensye  Considering the geneial inexperience of Communication Office
_sreonnel and with the cryptographic facilities available on urgent dis-
vatch dealing with an on-the-spot tactical situaticn might easily be
overlooksd for twenty to thirty minutes while that time is spent decoding
an fOPY intelligence summary for a preceding day,

The following statistics are indicative of the communication aspects
of the operations
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Transmitted on UHF Ratt
Received on UHF Ratt

Relayed on various circuits other than UHF Ratt

" Oubgecing from.ship
Received on B32
Received on George Fox
Relayed on UNF Ratt

Total mossares handled

PART VX

Messapes elther addressed ¢

ORISKANY (included ir ab.7e
Tofa’. classified messages vuhwcing
Iotal classified messapges incoming

® LD

0 ' R N,

LL8
1,743
15

1,142
7,17k
8,030
542
19,187

.r from the U.S.S.
zount)

2,083
178 (22350 groups)
430 (83723 groups)

MESSAGES hATDLID ON SIGNAL BRIDGE

[0lu. messages incoming
Jotal messages outgoing

PR
PR VIC
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cfTL Mhanly messages incomdng
Wit lanzy messages outgoing
St Jomaphore messages incoming
Jeilwl Semaphore messages oulgoitig

Zleshing light messages incoming
flzshing light messaces oatgoing

325 (6865 grou
293 §h667 ggﬂugzg
291 (5968 groups)
233 (3608 groups)
3 (847 groups)
55 (9L2 groups)
3 iSO groups)
5 (117 groups)

The following statistics of pcuueld. activities are considered to be

of general interests

Registered mail received
Registered mail outgoing
Inswred mail received
Insured mail dispatched
Money orders issued
Money orders cashed

Amount of Money Order business conducted

328 pieces
239 pieces
451 pieces
11} pieces
1,292
93

: 458,818,436

Air mail received - 30 sacks - 25 pouches (épprox. 110,000 letters),
Alr mail dispatched - 10 sacks - L7 pouches (approx. 11,000 letters),

First class mail received
First class mail dispatched
Parce.. Fost received

Parcel Post dispatched

2, Air Intelligence

8 pouches
15 pouches
315 sacks
118 sacks

As an aid to photo interpretation, an atlas of 1:50,000 AMS maps of Korea
was prepared during this periods A continuous plot of (1) confirmed flak and
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coastal defense positions, (2) CTF 77 designated targets, and (3) suspect
areas such as possible radar sites and enemy troop dispositions is main-
tained on these maps, The compilation of this information formed the basis
for a more comprehensive method of photo interpretaticn than had previcusly
been employed by this carrier., By checking daily photo coverage against

the atlas, it was possible to eliminate duplicate reports of already design-
ated targets, substituting a surveillance insteads Instead of blindly
reporting flak, it was possible to give recently abandoned flak positions am
irmeotive mta*vs as well as to report the existing AA.

In preparing PI Flak Studizs, the actual photo coverage was plotted on
the chari in addition to the fick positions,

3. Photography

Tar aumoer of photographic pe-vonnel assigned for this period was 15,
mhir Tigave insludes ong Warrzat, n3 AFC, and eight rated men. The above
nawer of personnel it the .rnlcia requirement for efficient operation of the
phO'z.'C lab.

Laboratory nroduction increas=d cunsiderably., Print totals f»r the period
were ..%,1RE °xi¢ inch. 3,7h2 9% iuch and 6,549 8x10 inch target photos
Tor nlaving.,

Twey i3 o critical need for a qualified camera repairman on ships operating
in tho forward arca due to numsvoa’ camera and equipment failures caused by
eonet . rd use, It is again rccormoided that the present persomnel allowance
list ve revised to include one cansra repairman.

iis Medical Department

The medical department supplies and equipment continues to be adequate,
No supply shortage or equipment breakdown occurred during the reporting period,

8¢ Medical evaluation of Air Group and Shipts Company. During this period

there has been no reliable statistical difference in the incident of disease,
of injury, or of death that may in any way be correlated with or explained by
the length of the time spent on the line, Operationally, the officers and
ren have continued to improve their performance as judged by such factors as
the handling of ammunition and supplies on the replenishment days, decrease

in launch and recovery intervals, ratio of accidents to landings, etce If
opinions may be permitted to rceplace the zbove mentioned facts, it is felt

that this exceptionally creditable performance has been gained at the expense
of a mild increase in psychic tension and anxiety.

be Medical Department Statistics Summary Air Group and Shipt's Company..
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Period 1st 2nd 3rd
Admitted to sick Iist 190 226 369
Admitted to binnacle list 15 U 1k
Percent sick days out of possible 67,232 work days 73
Percent sick days out of pessible 67,232 work days o177
Percent sick days out of possible 10k,L475 work days o718
Officers admitted to sick list 10 9 10
Total visits to sick call 1,161 1,258 3,879
Patients received from other ships 1l 1 l
Patients transferred to hospital 0 0 0
Minor injuries treated 200 215 253
Major injuries treated 1 1l 1
Number shipboard injuries resulting death 1 0 0
Number of personnel died of disease 1l 0 0
Minor surgical procedures 25 12 33
Major surgical procedures 3 3 7
Venereal diseases and nen-specific urethritis 58 117 179
Gonorrhea 7 1 23
Chaneroid I 18 20
Non-specific urethritis followed sexual exposure 37 88 136

Ce Medical Statistical Summery Air Group Pilots and Crewmen.

Dlanes lost, enemy action, pilot killed not recowered 1 1 1
vlanes lost, pilot not recovered 1l 0 0]
Planes lost, operaticnal, pilot recovered, minor injuries

1l 0] 0
Planes lost, operaticnal, crewmen recovered uninjured

0 0 0
Planes damaged, enemy action, crewmen injured 0 0 0
Planes damaged, enemy action, pilot injured 0 0 o)
Pilot temporarily grounded for medical reasons 15 2L 25
rilots permanently grounded pending medical evaluation

0 0 0
Average number days pilot grounded ; 2.4 ho2 Te2st
Crewmen grounded for medical reasons 0 0 1

#This does not reflect the true health of cur pilots because two arc on thé
grounded list because of fractures involving the lower extremity and a third pilot

was grounced for sinusitis over a month ago, shortly thereafter he departed on
an emergency leave and has not yet returned,

On 1 February 1953, Commander J.C. MICHEEL, USN, Commanding Officer of
Attack Squadron 923, was killed in, cction while leading a strike on an eneny
target near Ando-ri, Korea., It is presumed that his aircraft was hit by anti-
aircraft fire,

S. Supply Department
as Avia®on Stores - After thirty-four days operation no aircraft are
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grounded for lack of spare parts, During this period only six items were
requested on an ACOG basis, These items were received from other units of
the force, A total of 3021 items were requested and 2960 (97.9%) were issued
from shipboard stocks. :

The following chart indicated the deéreé of supply support received
during this period from the U.S.S, CHOURRE (ARV-l): ’

REGN- PRIORITY “ITEMS REQUESTED ITEMS RECEIVED’ 2
A 0 \ 0 -
B 26 ' 8 32,5
c 570 359 62,9

be General Stores - Replenishment difficulties were experienced in the
following: 1lumber (for repair of bomb skids), helium (requistions were only

- 50% filled), masking tape and lamps Gl7-Le~U5ll (not carried by supply ships),

Replenishment problems centering around the below listed directives
will be enccuntered by ships deployed tc the forward area and can be ale
leviated and anticipated scmewhat by obtaining these directives as far in
advance of deployment as possible,

(1) Commander Service Division Thirty One
Staff Supply Boarding Bulletin

(2) Fleet Activities Yokosuka Supply Department
(Now NSD Yokosuka) Logistics Bullectin

(3) wMission of NSD Yokosuka, Japan

Cs Ship's Store and C&SS - Overall ship's store stock is very low with a

general replenishment required. No major replenishment of stock carried
has been made since leaving San Diego, 15 September 1952, Major replenish-

ment source for shipts ntore stock is the U,S.S. CAST(R (AKS-1) which can
furnish standard items such as cigarettes and scap. Transfers of limited
quantities of cigarettes, ice cream topping, etc. are possible while underway,

Clothing and small stores stock is also low with a major replenishment
requireds No major replenishment has been possible since the U.S.S. CAST(R'

(AKS=1) is limited in numper and quantity of items carried. Heavy sales
have been noted inblack socks, large towels and combs.

de Commissary - During ‘the period of this report the U.S.S. ORI SKANY
(CVA-3L) received approximately 240 tons of fresh, frozen and dry provisions
from the U,S5.S GRAFIAS (AF-29).and the U.S.S. ALUDRA (AF-55), Approximately
83 percent of the material requisitioned was received, Shortages exist in
the below listed items:
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Grapefruit, fresh Potatoes, dehy
Tomatoes, fresh Potatoes, sweet
Tomatoes, tnd Eggs, pwdrd
lettume, fresh heminy, tnd
pears, fresh crackers, saltine

es Disbursing - It was found that the new form required for addres-
sograph plates, requiring five lines per plate, could not be cut with the
standard Graphotype Embossing Machine, The ship's machine shop desigred,
produced and installed two ratchet gears which allowed the proper spacing
to be made,

fe Replenishment Underway - During the period covered by this report
the U.S.S. ORISKANY replenished from the U,S,S. ALUDRA (AF-55) and the U,S.S.
GRAFIAS (AF.29) four times, An average of 60 tons per hour were transferred

with an average time alongside of one hour, The replenishment of 19 January
1953 only 35 tons per hour were received because of mechanical trouble with

the winches and the transfer of mail and personnel by hand operated high line,

Aviation Stores replenishment from the U,S.S. CHOURRE (ARV.1l) on 7
February 1953 was negligible, Time alongside was 9 minutes; 2 cargo nets of
stores were received and 2 cargo nets of Class 265 material were ofiloaded,

6. GCunnery Department

COMAIRPAC Instruction 8010,2 of 25 September 1952 cautions Commanding Officers
to consider safety before speed in ammunition replenishment at sez, Replenishe
ments on boérd the ORISKANY have at all times been so controclled as to permit
time=-saving steps only when personnel training and experience indicate that no
hazard accompanies these stepss As a result the rearming operations have been
speeded without increasing the potential hazard, There have been no causalties
to date.

All six rearming operaticns during this period included a normally varied
load from 2000 1b GP bombs to .50 caliber cartridges and primer-detonators,
avepaging 270 gross tons, The theoretical rate (including deductions from time
for breakdowns etc.) averages 110 tons per hour, The more practical actual
rate (using total time from first line to break-off) averages 97 tons per hour,
With the able assistance of the U,S5.,S, “ARICUTIN (AE=-18) 328 tons (not especially
plamned for spced) was received at 2 theoretical rate of 1L48,8 tons per hour
and an actual rate of 113.9 tons per hcur, ‘ : '

It is felt that the foregoing figures, which are based on a
large operatiocnal replenishment of two to three hours, are fairly indicative
of replenishment capzbilities of the CVA-3l type carrier using present type
winches,

Two operations with the VIRGO have revealed a dissinct time=-saving measure
which involves no change in safetye. Actual rates with VIR have been 95 and
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102 tons per hour and theoretical rate 100 and 112 tons per hour, VIRGO
distributes the load so that all three loading stations are in full operation
throughout the alongside periods During ammunition replenishments with other
vessels the No. 3 station (frame 72) is idle for the last ong or two hours,

For the purpose of uniform employment of the crew, the order of replenish-
ments should be arranged to preclude the peak caused by commencing ree-arming
when provisioning parties are still involved in clearing the hangar deck, and
vice-versa, A "mopping up" period could be easily provided by scheduling ree
fueling between re-arming and re-provisioning, PFcr reasons of safety to pre-
clude the handling of fuel and explusives concurrently, the most desirable
order would be re-provision, re-fuel, and re-arm.

-Provisioning has likewise been accomplished at high delivery rates with
the peak perrormance being obtained on 11 February 1953 when 6k.3 tons of
stores were brcught on board from U,S.S. ALUDRA (AF=55) in 4O minutes time
from first load to last loads The more practical actual rate (time from first

load tc break-off) averages 69,5 tons per hour, One load was received on board
an average of each 30 seconds as against prior averages of a load each minute,

This entire operation was a first time event on board this ship in that five
stations were employed. A housefall rig was used at stations 1 amd L, a double
housefall at station 2 and a modified housefall at station 3, This method should
insure continuing improvement in the total time spent taking provisions onh board.

7s Air Deartment

General - All Air Department functions were carried out in a normal manner
despite several periods of inclement weather, accompanied by snow and ice,
Foul weather clothing for exposed personnel proved adequate for temperatures
as low as 7°F, However, there is a need for an improved glove which will allow
presonnel full use of their hands and still prevent injury from frost bite and
contact with cold metal, The sub-freezing temperatures did not seriously hamper
the availability or operation of auxiliary power units, jeep starters and tractors
as these units were spotted and serviced on the hangar deck and brought to the

flight deck only as needed., Catapults and arresting gear machinery continued
to function normally, although inspections have disclosed wear to machinery,

Shortage of personnel exist and will be even more noted during the next pericd on
the line due to a loss of twenty-four (Zh) men on arrival in Yokosuka, A total
of four hundred forty-ecight (LL8) remzin in the Air Department,

ae¢ Alrcraft Handling

Freezing salt snray and rsin caused an additional hazard in taxiing
planes on and off the deck edge elevator. Rock salt, followed by a wash down
with a salt water fire hose helped remove accumulated ice but the wet surface
still offers insufficient traction., The use of fire hoses to remove wet snow
and slush from the flight deck in temperatures above 28°F. appears to be the
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fastest method, however, it is not recommended for lower temperatures due to
the probability of creating a more hagardous layer of clear ice, Several
experiments with steam and salt water met with little success due to lack of
suitable steam outlets, Rock salt, snow plows, snow brushes, and ice scrapers

pr8ved adequate in the removal of ice and snow when temperatures dropped below
28”F. It was also noticeable that ice and snow conditions had little effect

on availability apnd operation of jet type aircraft. When temperatures dropped .
below the 20t's, VAN and VAW type aircraft were spotted on the hangar deck until
an hour or so before the pre-dawn launch and then brought to the flight deck
for a pre-flight turn up, When time permitted, a plane captain turn up of all
propeller types was made prior to pilots manning planes,

The ~mbarked Corsair squadron has reduced wing fold mechanism failures by
leaving jury struts on until after the ship has turned to launching course., All
converntional type aircraft idle engines on order from Primary Fly to permit
removal of jury struts just nrior to launch, Only one (1) failure has been

reported during this period and that one was believed to have been dus to an
improperly secured jury strut,

The breakage rate of the aluminum casting towing lugs c¢n the F9F
reverse towing bar (previously reported) has been reduced by fabrication
of replacement lugs from 3" or in flat stock. The adced weight to the tow bar
is compensated for by the additional strength,

by Catapults

A
Availability of both catapults was good despite mounting maintenance
problems, An FLU bridle failure during night catapults from the starboard
catapult resulted in a partial run away shot. Damage to the catapult was
slight and repairs were completed in three hours. The pilot was able to ground

loop his alrcraft to a stop on the bowe The only damage tc the aircraft was
caused when the propeller struck the bridle,

Two cable whip damper cylinders on the port catapult had to be replaced.

The former cylinders required change of packing every twenty (20) to seventy (70)
shots. Crosshead retrieving sheaves on both machines have developed squeals

and have required extra work and lubrication tc remain in commission, One or.
more sheaves will probably require replacement soon, o

During this period, a total of one thousand one hundred sixty-six (1166)
aircraft were catapulted as followsg

Port Starboard Bridles Expended
L2 AD 18 AD 6
3L F2H 43 F2H 3
15 Fhy 27 Fhu 11
508 F9F L77 FIF N
2 TBM 1
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Average aircraft weight was nineteen thousand (19,000) pounds, thirtyesix (36)
knots average wind and twenty-seven hundred (2700) PSI average pressure.

Ce Arresting Gear

There was a total of one thousand nine hundred seventy (1970) landings
during this period of which one thousand fifty-four (105L) were jets and nine
hundred sixteen (916) were conventional type. Average wind across the deck was
thirty-five (35) knots and the average pull out was one hundred nine (109) feet
for the propellers and one hundred twenty-three and five tenths (123.5) feet
for the jetss

There were eleven (11) barrier and/or barricade engagements. Of these,
six (6) were jet aircraft and five (5) were comventional types., Three (3) of
the engagements occured at night. One (1) night crash involved an ADLW which
engaged the barrliers due to collapse of hook and tail wheel, Upon engagement
with the barrier the ADUWW flipped over on itts backs Two (2) of the crew members
escaped immediately but the pilot was trapped in the cockpit uninjured. Repair
8 personnel quickly extinguished a fire which started in the engine nacelle and
the pilot was helped from the plane shortly afterwards. The crash crane aided
by manpower was used to 1ift and slide the aircraft sufficiently to spot it on the
deck edge elevator where it was left until after the scheduled night recovery.
It may be of interest to note that the crash crane was not capable of completely
lifgting the ADUW aircraft. Due to lack of space on the hangar deck and the
problem of attempting to right the crashed aircraft in darkness, it was removed
from the deck edge elevator and spotted forward of the island after completion of
the night recovery. Routine operations were conducted throughout the next day
and night; and on the following day, while the ship was replenishing, the plane
was righted and taken to Hangar Bay #3. Portable lights covered with red lenses
were utiliged by the Repair 8 crew while working with the night crashes,

This ship has experienced several instances of unnecessary delays during
jet recoveries caused by the pilot coming out of the gear fast and applying

hard brakes in the barrier/barricade area, This practice resulted in breaking
the shear pins of the barrier and barricade,

There is a critical shortage of barricade shear pins. This ship is now

using its last twelve (12) pins but fortunately a useable substitute has been‘
found in the safety pins removed from the AN-M230 hydrostatic fuses used in

aviation depth bombs,
d. Maintenance

At the end of this period, there were eigh{ (8) non-flyable duds spotted
in hangar bay #3 and two (2) in hangar bay #2. The practice of removing wings

and tails surfaces from such aircraft has continued to allieviate the space
problem for maintenace of aircraft in both bays.

Several hydraulic wing jacks were out of commision due to lack of non

ring seals used to prevent leakage of hydraulic fluid from the top and bottom
of the pump casing which acts as a fluid reservoir, The aviation metal shop
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returned these jacks to service by mounting a small hydraulic fluid tank to the
outside of the casing and piping the fluid from the tank directly to the pump.

The standard tow bar hitch found cn most plane handling tractors will
not accommodate all tow bars and is difficult to release when under tension,
These deficiencies were.corrected by designing a hitch consisting of three
pieces of steel plate welded horizontally to the rear of the tractor with a
steel pin through the center of the plates. Bead welding around the pin be-

tween the ton and middle plates prevents the pin from dropping through the hole
in the plates, A small ring attached to the top of the pin facilitates lifting .

for removal or attachment of the tow bar between the middle and lower plate,
€s Gasoline and ordnance

This ship uses the six (6) inch quick disconnect Robb coupling for
refueling at sea, Hook up time has been reduced to an average of four minutes,

however, this time could be reduced to a matter of seconds if the tankers were
equipped with the male part of the Robb coupling. The main problem of hooking
up in rough seas is holding the flange end of the tanker's hose steady during
the removal of the blank flange and atbachment of the male fittinge

Shortly after the start of this pericd, many of the jet aircraft were
found to have water with a saline content in their gas tanks., Immediate and
exhaustive tests were conducted on the shipts gasoline systems but no trace
of water could be found. The only difference in operating procedures for this
period was the addition of alcohol in the aircraft tanks for the purpose of

preventing auto acceleration. Tests were performed on samples of gasoline
mixed with alcohol and it was found that a residue of water resulted, 0il has

now been substituted for alcohol ab the ratio of sbous éighteen (18) parts of
0il to one thousand (1000) parts of gasoline and no further difficulty has been
expierenced,

Congestion on the third deck in the vicinity of the bomb magazines has
been considerably reduced by installing the fins on 100#, 250#, and fragmentation
bombs prior to storing in the magazine, Fimnning is accomplished on the hangar
deck during ammunition replenishment,
8. Engineering Department

a., Casualties:

(1) No major damage was sustained from any cause,
(2) The following minor damage was suBbained during routine opsrations:

DATE DESCRIPTION CAUSE

7 Jan~llFeb Miner damage to Flight deck Aircraft landing
involving approximately
1500 linear feet,

9«10 Jan Torn loose and lost Storm
overboard:
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Service
Lockers

9-10 Jan Damaged Bquipments Storm

1 - 37/50 Ready Service
Locker,

Cracks in stiffeners for

gun sponsoon Frame G.

Shell casing guards Frame

E. 01 level torn locuse.

2 Protective clothing lockers
damaged Frame l1-01 level,
Gasoline line 02 level Frame

1 to 15 ruptured,

Director 31, Frame E 02 level
damaged.

Mt. 33: 5" crack at Main Deck
level, Frame 79 on sponsoon

Mt. 37: 5" crack at Main Deck
level, Frame 111 on sponsoon.
Other minor cracks where expan-

sion joints meet skin of ship
and deck,

11-12-13 Jan Damaged equipment Storm

Boat Boom stowage bracket
twisted Frame 69 Port Main
Deck.

Steam heat line froze and
ruptured frame 25 Port 02

decka.

(1) Steam heating system pre-
heater frozen and ruptured.
Double life raft stowage cradle
and two life floats carried away
Frame 115, Main Deck.

be Rccommendations
(1) None
Ce Steaming'Data:
Engine Miles Steamed - 135877 7 Jan - 11 Feb 1953 (2L00)
Fuel 0il Received - 2,150,803 gals. 7 Jan - 11 Feb 1953 (2L00)
Fuel 0il Delivered DD's - 115,124 gals,
7 J4n - 11 Feb 1953 (2L00)
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Fuel 0il Consumed (Underway) - 2, 170, 968

7 Jan - 11 Peb 1953 (2L00)
Fuel Consumed (Anchored) - None - 7 Jan - 11 Feb 1953 (2L00O)
Average Speed - 15.l knots 7 Jan - 11 Feb 1953 (2L00)
Hours Underway - 881 7 Jan - 11 Feb 1953 (2L0O)

de Fueling:

(1) During the period 7 January thru 11 February, the USS ORISKANY
fueled destroyers on two (2) occasions at an average rate of 106,000 gallons
per hour, The USS ORISKANY refueled from tankers eight (8) times during
this period at an average rate of 168,000 gailons per .hour,

{ [ ! .
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By "f‘\ Wit ( ¢ :!l“&f i
URTNEY [SHANDS =~

Copies to: i
CNO (2) Advance
CINCPACFLT (5) Advance .
CINCE CFLT EVALUATION GROUP
COMNAVFE (1) Advance
COMNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP
COMSEVENTHFLT (1) Advance
CTF-77 (1) Advance
COMCRDIV 1
COMCARDIV 3
VngCARDIV 5
OMAIRPLC (10)
COMSERVRAC
COMFATIRJAPAN
COMFAIRALAMEDA
COMFAIRQUONSET
NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NLO JOC KOREA
USS BOXER (CVA=-21)
USS BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31)
USS VALLEY FORGE (CVA-L5)
USS PHILLIPINE SEA (CVA-L7)
USS PRINCETON (CVA-37)
USS KEARSLRGE (CVA-33)
USS WASP (CVA-18)

USS YORKTOWN (CVA-10) USS ESSEX (CVA-9)

cve 11
CVG 2 CVG 15
cve 5  CVG 19
CVG 7 CVG 101
cvG 9 - cvG 12
ATG 2 (5)
ARG 19




. U.S.S. ORISKANY (CvA-3L) CVA3L/A16-13

care of Fleet post Office : (13:HRM: jec)
San Francisco, California Ser 0129

ﬂR‘GlNA‘. 15 april 1953

. . DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALSt
nm M BEGLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
N BOD DIR 5200.10

From: (Commanding Officer

To: Chief of MNaval Operations

via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN
‘ 52% Commander SEVENTH Fleet

3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East
(L) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet
Subj: Action Report for the period 1 March 1953 through 29 March 1953
Ref: (a) OPNAV Instruction 3L80.L
Encl: (1) CVG-12 Action Report 1 March 1953 through 29 March 1953 ~ 7~ LY

s

1. 1In accordance with reference (a) the Action Report for the period of 1
March 1953 through 29 March 1953 is hereby submitted,

PART I

COMPOSITION QF OWN FORCES AND MISSION

The U.S.S. ORISKANY (CVA-34) with Commander Carrier Division FIVE and
Commander Air Group TWELVE embarked, sortied from Yokosuka Harbor at 06551,
1 March 1953 and at 12151, L4 March 1953 joined Task Force 77 in Area Sugar,
the Japan Sea, Commander Task Force 77 and Commandér Carrier Division THREE,
RADM A, SOUCEK, USN, was embarked in the U.,S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-LS).

Commander Carrier Division FIVE, RADM R. F. HICKEY, embarked in the
U.S.S5. ORISKANY (CVa-3L), assumed duties as Commander Task Force 77 on 15
March 1953, On 29 March 1953 the U,S.S. VALIEY FORGE (CVA-L5) returned to
the force with Commander Carrier Division THREE, RADM A. SOUCEK, USH,
embarked and assumed duties as Commander Task Force 77.

During the operating period other ships in company were the U,S.S.

PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA-L7), the U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-UL5), the U.S.S,
PRINCETON (CVA-37), the U.S,S. MISSOURI (BB-63) with Commander SEVENTH
Fleet, VADM J., J. CLARK, USN, embarked and various cruisers and screening
destroyers,

The U,5.S. ORISKANY (CVA-3lL) was detached on 29 March 1953 from Task
.Forcc 77 and procegded to Hong Kong, B,C.C. for upkeep and maintenance.




| . CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF EVENTS ‘ y
# R -DECLASSIFIED

1 ﬁarch 1953

Sortied from Yokosuka Harbor, Japan at 06551 enroute to the Korean
operating area, RADM R. F., HICKEY, USN, COMCARDIV S5, embarked.

2 March 1953

Enroute to Korean operating area, Coaducted AA firing exercises, The
U, S. S. OWEN (DD-536) joined and assumed screening station, Conducted
refresher flight operations, ’

3 March 1953

Enroute to Korean operating area, GConducted refresher flight operations.

L March 1953

Enroute to Korean operating area. Rendezvoused with the U. S. S. MOUNT

BAKER (AE-L4) for replenishment, Joined Task Force 77 in the Korean operating
areas RADM A, SOUCEK, USN, COMCARDIV 3, and Commander Task Force 77,

embarked in the U. S. S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-U5)s Conducted combat flight
operations,

S March 1953

Conducted combat flight operationse
6 March 1953

Conducted combat flight operations, At 15L43I, LT E., L. KUMMER, USNR, VF-12lL

FLU pilot landed aboard with one hung 250 1lb, general purpose bomb, The bomb
dislodged, and after several bounces, exploded on the number three elevator

causing major damage. Two enlisted men dled of injuries and thirteen others,
including LT KUMMER, were injured, Wing tip tanks of two F9F aircraft parked
in Hangar Bay Two were punctured and the bay had to be isolated due to the fire
hazard ef the leaking gasoline, All further flight operations for the day were
cancelled due to inopsrative flight deck.

7 March 1953

Rendezvoused with Task Element 92,5 for replenishment, Replenished NSFO
and aviation gasoline from the U, S. S, MANATEE (A0-58). Replenished ammunition
from the U, S. S, FIREDRAKE (AE-1h)a Conducted AA firing exercises, All bomb

damage repair was completed and the ship reported its status as "fully operational®
at 14127 to Commander Task Force 77,
8 March 1953

Conducted combat flight operations,




e OSSR
o 9 March i953
Conducted combat flight operationse
10 Merch 1953
Conducted combat flight operations,

11 March 1953

Rendezvoused with Task Element 92,1 for replenishment. Replenished NSFO
and aviation gasoline from the U.S.S. NARASOTA (A0-106), Replenished ammuni-

tion from the U.S5.S. FIREDRAKE (AE~l4). Ammunition replenishment was dis-
continued due to rough seas and high winds,

12 March 1953

Rendezvoused with Task Element 95,1 to complste replenishment., Re-
plenished ammunition from the U.S.S. FIREDRAKE (AE-1k).

13 March 1953

Conducted combat flight operations. ENS D, B, PLACE, USMR, Vi.125,
ditched his AD in Wonsan Harbor after being hit by enemy AA fire, ENS
PLACE was rescued uninjured by helicopter. The U.5.S, PRINCETON (CVi-37)
Joined Task Force 77. ‘

1L March 1953
Conducted combat flight operations,

15 March 1953
Rendezvoused with Task Element 92,5 for replenishment. Replanished NSFO
and aviation gasoline from the U,S.S., {AVASOT.: (A0~106). Replenished am-
munition from the U,S.,S. MOUNT BAKER (AE-U). Received provisions from the

U.S5.S. ALUDRA (AF-55). RADM R. F, HICKEY, USN, COMCARDIV 5, embarked aboard
the U.S.S. ORISKANY, relieved RADM A, SOUCEK, USN, COMCARDIV 3, as Commander

Task Force 77, The U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-45) RADM 4, SOUCEK, USN, COM~-
CARDIV 3 embarked, was detached and departed Task Force 77.
16 March 1953
Conducted combat flight operations,
17 March 1953

Conducted combat flight operations,

18 March 1953
Conducted combat flight operations,
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19 March 1953

Rondezvoused with Task Element 92.1 for replenishment., Replenished am-

munition from the U,S,S. RAINIER (AE«-5), Replenished NSFO and aviation gas-
oline from the U.S.S. KASKASKIA (A0-27). Conducted Ap firing exerciscs,
20 March 1953

Flight operations cancelled due inclewent weather. The U,5.S, PHIL-
IPPINE SEA (CVA<L7), joined Task Force T77.

21 March 1953
Conducted combat flight operations,
22 March 1953
Conducted combat flight operations, LTJG R. N. MEW, USd, VF-122, FIF-5
pilot, crashed into the sea immediately after being catapulted, The air-

craft exploded upon contact and immediately sank., LTJG MEW was not re-
covered, Causc of the accident is not known.

23 March 1953
conducted combat flight operations,
2Ly March 1953
Rendezvoused with Task Element 92,1 for replenishment. Replenishcd ame
munition from the U,S.S, VIRGO (.Ki=-20)e Replenished NSFO and aviation gas~
oline from the U.S.S. GUADALUPE (4A0-32). Conducted AA firing exerciscs,
25 March 1953

Conducted combat flight operations. The U.S.S. SAINT PAUL (CA-73),
ADM H. S.NDERS, USN, COMCRUDIV 1 embarked, joined Task Force 77

26 March 1953
Flight operations were cancelled due to rough seas and high winds.

27 March 1953

Conducted combat flight operations,

28 March 1953

conducted combat flight operations,

QI b




. DECLASSEIED L

29 March 1§53

Rendezvoused with Task Element 92,5 for replenishment, Replenished am-
munition from the U,S.S, FIREDR.KE (AE-1k). Replenished HSFO and aviation
gasoline from the U.S.S. GUADALUPE (AO-32). Reccived provisions from the
U.5.S. ALUDR. (.F-55). The U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-LS5), RADM 4, SOUCEK, USN,
COMCARDIV 3 cmbarked, joined Task Force 77. RADM /i, SOUCEK, USH, relieved
RADM R. F. HICKEY, USH, COMCARDIV 5 as Commander Task Force 77. The U.S.S.
ORISKANY (CV/.i-3L) was detached from Task Force 77 and ordered to procced to
Hong Kong, B,C,C, for a period of upkeep and recrcation. FEnd of reporting
period.

PART IIT

ORDNANCE MATERIAL LND EQUIPMENT

l. Enclosure (1) lists all ammunition expended by aircraft during the
reporting period,

?. Gunnery Department expenditures of training ammunition were as follows:

51/38 caliber projectile, AAC 160

5u/38 caliber projectile, FCL (VT) 18 -

51/38 caliber projectile, FC. (VT) (non-frag) 7

51/38 caliber cartridge, SPIN , 185

31/50 caliber, FCL (VT) 321

31/50 caliber, FCL (VT) (non-frag) 331
PART IV

BATTLE DAMAGE

1. Ship. No battle damage was sustained by enemy action by the ORISKANY
during the current period.

2. Damage inflicted on the enemy. (See enclosure (1)).
3. Demage inflicted on ORISKANY aircraft., (See enclosure (1)).
PART V

PERSONNEL, PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES

1, Performance,
a, Personnel.

During the period of this report morale and personnel performance has
been excellent, During this period the average on board count of enlisted

men was 2743, i.e., 1948 shipts company; 62 marines; 17 SWU team; 641 Air
Group TWELVE and 75 staff COMCARDIV 5,
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Critical shortages exist in the following rates: MM, EM, AD,’AL,
AO, and AE.

During the period of this report there were fifty-four (54) trans-
fers and four (L) receipts.

be Training,

Training for the period as coveréd by this report consisted of the
following:

New classes organized 5
Active classes at the end of period : 9
Number of class hours held during peried 121
- Number of Navy Training Courses (texts) checked out 81

Number of Navy Training Courses (correspondence) ordered 86
Number of USAFI tests checked out

Number of Navy Training Courses (correspondence) completed 52

Number of USAFI Correspondence Courses ordered 2L
Number of batteries of USAFI GED tests administered 20
Number of USAFI End~of-Course tests administered 5
Number of USAFI GED tests batteries ordered 20
Number of enrollments in College Extension Courses 0
Number of USAFI End-of-Course tests ordered 2

Number of letters sent to civilian schools on behalf
of men for counseling and placement purposes
Number of requests for service schools forwarded 50

ce legal.

As compared with prior periods during and immediately following a stay
in port, the number of offenses ashore increased noticeably. Most of the cases
vere quickly disposed of by non-judicial punishment or courts-martial,

Aside from disciplinary matters, a total of four (L4) incidents re-
quired processing by fact finding bodies--three boards of investigation and
one court of inquiry. It became necessary to utilize, on a round-the-clock
basis, clerical personnel in addition to those assigned to the legal office,

d. Welfare and Recreation,

Regularly scheduled Bingo games have been conducted at 1900 on Wed-
nesdays and Saturdays of each week in the crew's messing compartments for
all hands., Happy hours have been conducted on replenishment days, using
talent from ship's company and the Air Group. The ship's band plays on
Tuesday and Friday evenings in the officer's ward roonm,

The hobby shop is open daily for the use of all hands., It carried

a wide variety of crafts, i.c., lcathercraft, model planes, ships, sail boats,
wagons, autos, etcCse.
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The shipts library is open daily from 0830 to 2130 for use by all hands,

The Charity Committee has conducted special raffles and bingo parties
for the purpose of raising funds for the March of Dimes, Netherlands Flood
Relief, Red Cross, and the two (2) amputees who lost arms as a result of a
bomb explosion on 6 March 1953,

March of Dimes $3,000400
Netherlands Flood 350,00
Amputee Fund 2,L00.00
American Red Cross 3,000.00

Bingo parties and raffles have provided %on-the~line" recreation for all hands
and are serving both morale and charity,

€s Religious Services,

Catholic services are held daily, Three (3) masses are said on Sun-
days followed by Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, Special daily prayers

are said for the safety of our pilots, The Rosary, Novena, and Benediction
of the Blessed Sacrament are held daily,

Protestant divine services are conducted at 0900 on Sunday mornings

and Vesper services at 1900, The Bible Class meets at 1930 on Wednesdays.
Memorial services were conducted for LTJG R.N. MEW, Fighter Squadron ONE

HUNDRED TWENTY-TWO, on 30 March 1953, LTJG MEW lost his life while on a
combat mission against the enemy,

Jewish services are conducted on Friday evenings and on special days
of religious significance on the Jewish calendar,

Mormon services are conducted 2t 1000 on Sundays,
Christian Science study periods are observed on Sundays at 1100.
fs Public Information Office.

The Public Information Office releases covered by this period are as
follows:
16 Navy news dispatches (by radio)
6 News fecature stories (by mail)

57 News photo releases (by mail)
1 Magazine article submitted

1570 Hometown news stories (FHTNC)
2L, Hometown photographs (FHTNC)
5 Radio newscasts (internal)
59 letters from Commanding Officer
Motion picture footage (bomb explosion)
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g, The following is a list of news correspondents who visited the
ship during the period:

hs Distinguished visitors that visited the ship:

ie Air Group 12 (See enclosure (1)).

2+ Casualties,

Barry Bingham

William Atwood
Peter Robinson
Walter Durrel

Bob Schnecke

Robert Updick
George MacArthur
J.P. Higgins
Patrick Catling

Adlai Stevenson (and party)

Iouisville Courier

Look Magozine:

Rueters :

United Press

International YMews
Service

United press

Associated Press

Buffalo Evening News

Baltimore Sun

LT. GEN, Maxwell D. Taylor (EIGTH Army Commander)
Harry Henshel (Chairman, Armed Forces Div., Jewish Welfare

Board)

2+ Shipts Company.

On 6 March 1953 a Corsair landed aboard with a hung 250 pound general
On landing the bomb fell from the plane and exploded on number
three elevator platform, killing 2 men and wounding 13 others, including kL

purpose bomb,

men from the Air Group and 2 from the Marine detachment,

Ship's company men killed were:

Thomas Leo MC GRAW, PHAN

Thomas Michael YEAGER, AEAN

Ship's company men injured were:

Jo
C.
L.
Se
Jo
Je
Ro
Jo
W,

BLACKBURN, AN

Nl
N,
S,
D.
N.
L,
A
T.

HAWKINS, AN
HENSHAW, AE3
KALFAS, QMSN
MOORE, AN

OLIVER, AN

WILLIAMS, AN
MULACH, PFC
ALLRID, PFC
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The injuries sustained by MOCRE and MULACH resulted in the amputation
of each of their left arms.

b, Air group 12 (See enclosure (1)).
PART VI
COMMENTS
l. Air Department.

a., Generals, During this period two AJ aircraft were recovered and launched
without incident. On 17 March 1953 2 mémber of the flight deck crew was blown
overboard by jet blast and recovered within 1 minute by helicopter.

bs Aircraft handling.

(1) Special operations utilizing AJ type aircraft were conducted
during the first day's operation. Prior to arrival of the two AJts, six
(6) AD aircraft were launched with strike loads and accompanied z2ircraft
from other carriers on a routine mission, and were recovered by another
carrier. This left a total of 68 aircraft and 2 helicopters on board at
the time the two AJ's were recovered, A ready deck was maintained until
dark with sufficient space available to recover 3 or kL aircraft, No dif-
ficulty was encountered in respotting with the two AJ's on board; however, a-
lignment of the AJ over the number 1 bomb elevator required considerable effort.
Landing gear spot lines were painted on the deck which should reduce future

spotting time to a minimum. The AJts were catapulted the following morning,
on a OST training mission, followed by routine prop and jet strikecs,

(2) on 6 March a 250 pound general purpose bomb became dislodged
from an FLU during an arrested landing and exploded on #3 elevator, 1In spite
of the serious damage resulting, the elevator and flight deck were pla ced
back in commission within 24 hours. Repair parties were effective in pre=
venting further damage as a result of a bomb explosion on the flight deck.
Repair Fight immediately extinguished the fire on the flight deck as the hot
suit man rescued the injured pilot. Hangar bays were isolated by shutting
fire doors on the hangar deck and the Repair Seven and Repair One crews
effectively controlled the serious gasoline leakage which resulted when bomb
fragments pierced two wing tip tanks on aircraft parked on the hangar deck,

(3) An increase in the size of jet flights launched and recovered
during this period caused some concern for handling crews particularly in
cases where a large prop recovery was scheduled to follow a twenty (20) to
twenty-two (22) jet recovery. In order to assure sufficient room to re-
cover all aircraft, most of the jets had to be struck below during the re-
covery, Due to the usual low fuel states of the jets, action had to be fast
and both #1 and #2 elevators utilized to the maximum degree. During such
recoverics, some pilots were over-cager to taxi out of the gear, and oc=-
casionally this haste resulted in pilots having to use exgessive braokes to

SAa— 9
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slow up in the barrier area, Several foul decksof 3 to L minutes duration were
caused by the breaking of barrier and barricade shear pins due to braking
action of wheels when taxiing over the barricade. Another critical situation
experienced was the recovery of lorge jet flights with most props on board in
the pack ahead of the barrier. Only #2 elevator was available during such
conditions and usually 8 to 10 jets had to go below to the hangar deck. In
order to prevent wave-offs the jets extended their interval slightly. A

time saving method was incorporated by having the pilots report on the down
wind leg if their plane is going to be tdown", Knowing this, the plane can be
struck below upon recovery, leaving only "up" aircraft on the flight deck

for the next launch,

(4) During this period several jet strikes were scheduled carrying

500# bombs. Loading the 500# bomb requires spreading the wings of the F9F
as it does on the AD aircraft, This problem is of no significance if the

loading is accomplished during the night or periods during the day when the
props are off on a strike., Wing sprecads are difficult to accomplish when -
all aircraft are on board and ready deck condition set,

(5) oOne additional jet starting unit would be of great value on the
hangar deck at #2 elevator. Many times standby aircraft are brought up to
the flight deck for launch and delay is experienced in starting if a starting
jecp is not available, The shipts allowance is four jet starting jceps, and
this numbcr barely keeps up with the st catapulting abilities of this ship.

ce Arresting Gear.

(1) There was a total of one thousand six hundred seventy-six
(1,676) landings made during this period of which eight hundred nincty-two
(892) were conventional type aircraft. There was an average run out of cross
deck pendants for the jet aireraft of one hundred thirty-four point three

(134+3) fcet and one hundred thirty point four (130.L4) feet for the conven-
tional type.

(2) There were three (3) barrier and/or barricade crashes involving
three (3) jet aircraft,

de Catapults,

(1) A total of nine hundred eighty-six (986) aircraft wore catapulted,
the majority of which were F9F-5 Panthers. One (1) arrcstor was lost on the
second shot duec to a failure of the wcbbing loops A second arrestor and pen-
dant assembly was lost after twenty-two (22) shots due to a similar failure,
Nylon webbing four use in the manufacture of loops is not availables

(2) Availability of both catapults has remained excellent dospite
the continucd wcar of crosshead sheave bearings. One finSco Air Solenoid
valve was changed on the starboard catapult on 17 March due to erratic action,
This valve has been installed since September 1950,

SR 10



LAUNCHING STATISTICS:

DECLASSIFIED

Average wind - Jet launch - 37 knots

Average wind - Propeller launch - 32 knots

F9F - 823 Average weight - 19,500 1lbs,
F2H - 67 Averzge weight - 18,000 1bs,
FLU - L2 Average wcight - 17,000 1lbs,
AD - L5 Average wcight - 20,000 1lbs,
TBM - 7 Average weight ~ 14,000 1lbs,
Ad -2 Average weight - h6,000 1bs.

(3) One F9F-5 crashed ahead and to port of the ship following a normal
catapult shot from the starboard catapulte. The aircraft explocded upon impact

and the cause of the accident is unknown.
ee Alrcraft Maintenance,

(1) Getting the "downed" aireraft spotted so it can be worked on

is a major handling problem. This problem has been partially eliminated due
to the cfforts of CVG maintenance and aireraft handling personnele. Timely
information is passed to Flight Deck Control concerning maintenance re-
quirements and check requirements are closely watched in order to assurc
getting the plane below for checks during recoveries and respotss One of the
major maintenance problems is the lack of space for jet turn-ups on the hangar

- deck. Prop turn-ups in hangar bay #3 rcquire opening all curtains snd =t
night obviocusly require cutting off all lights, thereby stopping all main-
tenance work in progress at that timc. Every effort is being made to spot ndown®
aireraft on the hangar deck in such 2 mnnner that when the aircraft is ready
for turn~-up, it can easily be brought top side via one of the available elevators.

(2) 1In order to provide more hangar space it has been fcund that two
tail sections from F9F #dud" airecraft can be suspended from the overhcad on
the port side of #3 elevator, By shortening the cables of the standard hoisting
sling the tnil section can be suspended high enough to allow personnel and
equipment to move about freely underncath. These tail sections had previously

becn suspended from the overhead in the after part of bay #3, but this position
was difficult to reach and prevented removing wings from the overhead stowe

age without first removing the tail sections.
f+ Ordnance,

(1) FElevator stoppage ond over-tr-vel was encountered due tc old
and faulty General Electric contrcllers., The relays stuck causing the main
highspecd contact points to arc and weld closed., This causcs over-travel
resulting in the stoppage of the ¢l vator, These controllers will be over-
hauled and new equipment installed. At present, no spare contact points are
availables It is reccmmended that an adequate supply of thesc contact points
be carried by all ships using this type control box.

LY 11
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DECLASSIFIED

(2) 20mm ammunition, previously belted 2and stored in ship's magazines,
should be ree-checked for calibration before using. 7Tt is a good idea to save
a supply of bomb nose and tail plugs for replacement in the event fuzes are
withdrawn due to non-flying or bad weather.

(3) Maximum effort strikes necessitating rapid reloading, refueling,
and respotting of F9F-5 aircraft again highlighted the difficulty and ex-
cessive time required in re-loading the 20mm guns due to the design and place-
ment of ammunition cans and feed chutes, It requires approximately three (3)
times as long to re-arm the F9F-5 as to re-arm other type aircraft, With
limited numbers of ordnancemen available, this seriously hampers overall
operation.

2. Engineering Department,
a., Casualties.

(1) The following major damage was sustained during routine operations
from 0000 1 March to 2400 29 March 1953:

DATE \ DESCRIPTION CAUSE
1-29 Mar (a) Hole in #3 elevator main platform approximately Explosion of 2501b,
5 and one half feet athwartship by seven feet fore G.F., bomb which
and aft. Frrmes 137-138, pproximetely 15 feet port fell from wing of
of centerline. plane during ar-
. rested landi
(b) Specific damage as follows: (seeeORI§§§§§géonf

1t
1. Two longitudinal deck girders size 12mxhin, (22 Maﬁ i;§3?105 .

lb, "I" beams) destroyed and two additional girders
(szme size) bent down about one half inch outward,
Location frames 137-139.

2, Intermediate transverse girders 18x7iv (551b,
"I# beams) ot frame 139 between points 13t6n and

14910 to port of centerline bent down on forward
flanges and up on after flanges about one inch,

Web of girder has a slight twist at the point of
maximum flange bend.

3¢ Approximately 360 linear feet of wood deck
planking destroyed and additional linear feet damageds

e Approximately L6 square feet of L.2 1b. deck plate
destroyed with three additional holes in plating at
frame 14O between 1l' and 12' to port of centerline

Se Elevator platform bent down in area of‘blast.
Readings were taken by means of chalk line and show a

maximum depression of 2% at freme 1LO at a2 point
11th" to port of centerline decreasing to zero de-
pression at frames 133 and 1Lk,
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(2) The following minor damage was sustained during routine operations
from 0000 1 March to 2LOO 29 March 1953:

DATE ' DESCRIPTION CAUSE
1 March  (a) Demage to flight deck planking involving:iap- Aireraft landings
to proximately 1000 linear feet,
29 March
L March  (a) Rupture of superheater tube in #7 boiler Believed to be in-
(see ORISKANY ltr ser 767 1L March 1953). Lo- ternal corrosive
cation: Two MK 368 in the inlet header, 22 tubes condition of
down from the top of the header, (See BUSHIPS tubes as pre-
Plan CV9-35101-11hL). viously reported
in ORISKANY 1tr
ser 2833 21 Dec,
1952, N
6 March (2) Secondary damage to #3 elevator main platform Bomb explosion.
as follows: See a (1) (a)
above,

1, Channel securing track about 1L' bent or de-
stroyeds

2+ Arresting gear chafing plate about 12 feet at
frome 136 bent and pierced by small fragments,

3¢ Welds in blast area, in particular the joining
points between intermediate tronsverse girder (frame
139) and main longitudinal girder, show external
straing

(b) Damage to auxiliary elevator platform as follows: Same as above

l. One hole 10wxlh® in 15 1lb, plating at frame 1LO
about 13 feet to port of centerline,

2. Longitudinal deck girder 10"x6" (18 1lb, nIn
beam) at frame 14O had lower flange bent down two
inches for distance of about 6w,

3. One hole in 15 1lb, deck plating size 1vx3w
frome 1O at 13v10" to port of centerline,

Lhe Safety net fr me on port edge, frame 140, cut
through. ‘

(c) Additional minor damoge was incurred by flying

debris or shrapnel extending from hangar deck to
09 level of the island and as far forward as fromec 98,

L | 13
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DATE DESCRIPTION CAUSE
11 March (a) Plates cracked at the following locations: Heavy weather.

1. Upper forward cover of coaming and knife edge
of 16,000 1b. bomb elevator door, hangar deck
level, frame 63, starboard side, approximately
11" long. ,

2« Cracked plates, diagonally from covers of’
opening of vent system (supply) 2-66-k, fromes

6L4-67, main deck walkway port side, approxim:tely
il) S5t long, (2) 3" long, (3) %" long, (L) 10w
ong.

3. Frome 60, starboard side, main deck, 6 feet
above main deck over winch, approximately 6" long.

L, Frame 71, starboard side, main deck L7" above
main deck, approximately 3i" long.

5 Frome 67, starboard side, main deck, 12' above
main deck, approximately 12" long.

6. Frzmes 78 to 79, starboard side, main deck,
1n above the deck, approximately 5" long.

7o Main deck level, frome 112, where expanéion
joint meets main dock, is cracked.

be Rccommendations,
(l) None.

ce Stcaming Data:

Engine miles steamed - 11,846.8 1 Mar-29 Mar 1953 (2400
Fucl oil received - 2,047,623 1 Mar-29 Mar 1953 fzhoo;
Fuel oil delivered DD's - L3,667 1 Mar-29 Mar 1953 (2L00)
Fuel oil consumed (underway) - 2,122,153 1 Mar-29 ¥ar 1953 (2L00)
Fuel consumed (anchored) - none 1 Mar-29 Mor 1953 (2L00)
Averzge speed - 17.1 1 Mar-29 Mar 1953 (2L00)
Hours underway - 689.1 1 Mar-29 Mar 1953 (2L0O)

ds PFueling:

(1) During the period 1 March through 29 March, the U.S,S., ORISKANY
fueled onc destroyer on one occaswon at an average rate of 67,180 gallons per

houg. The U,S.S, ORISKANY refueled from tankers on six occasions during this
period at an average fueling rate of 180,137.5 gallons per hour,

‘...l.l..llllllll. 14
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3. Medical Department.

The Medical Department supplies and equipment continue to be adequate.
No supply@ shortage or equipment breakdown occurred during the reporting period.

as Medical Evaluation of Air Group and Ship*s Company.

(1) The health of ship's company and the Air Group has continucd to be
excellent, If anything the incidence of disease, anxiety, and psychic tension
has been less than on previous tours, There has been no loss in performance,

Morale has improved, and is on a higher level than previously describeds Two
factors undoubtedly contributed to this., First of all, the ship is about to re-

turn to the United States. Sccondly and probably more important, the disaster
(vide infra) of the sixth of March has scrved to weld the ship more firmly to-
gether making every man realize that he is part of an organization that has been
tried and found to have what it takes, Ship's pride, squadron pride is at an
all time high, We know we have the best ships.

(2) On an inspection of shipts company on the 31st of March, only five
cascs of a very mild acne, one case of blepharitis, and one scbaccous cyst
were noted in approxim-tely 3,000 men, Many times this number wcre notcd when
the ship was inspected on the West Coaste No evidence of any other illness
was notcd,

(3) In conclusion it is fclt that the personnel of this vesscl are in
excellent physical condition after six and one half months overscase

(4) On the sixth of March 1953, a two hundred and fifty pound bomb ex-
ploded on the flight deck blasting a hole through the number three clevator
platforme Two men were killed and thirteen injured. The importent fact was
that no one gave way to panic. Every man did his job coolly and efficiently,
Men walked through gasoline on the hangar deck, men rushed to rescuc the pilot
even though the plane had begun to burn. Men did this with the memory of the
BOXER frcsh in their minds. It is felt that only a well disciplined crew with
good morale and spirit could have performed in so creditable fashion, No
cases of anxiety have resulted from this incident, an amazing record, Medically
the first aid training of shipts comvany and the medical departmcnt paid off,
Stretchers appeared, first aid was given, and p:tients evacuated to sick bay
within a matter of minutes. Supplics and equpment were readily availnble,

More casualties could have been handled without break-down of the organization,

b. Carc of the Dead. \

(1) It is hoped that some more cxpedilious plan may be worked out for
the disposing of the dead. Under prcsent operating conditions, it is fclt that
- embalming af bodies is not technically fcasible, The procedure ties up sick bay

facilities for several hours, aboard o man of war that may be called on at any
time to handle more casualties, Four hours time elapsed recently when this was

donc. Half of sick bay was made untenable by formaldehyde fumes for an even
longer periode

i 15
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(2) Even then embalmed bodics must be placed in storage at 3L to Lo %
degrecs. This might be satisfactory for a few days, but is not for periods ;
at sca of 25 to 30 days. Freezing of embalmed bodies at 16 degrccs, or less, |
is technically satisfactory, but against present directives. The present ;
procedure aboard this vessel has been to freeze unembalmed bodies holding §
them until the ship arrives at Yokosuka. Embalming these bodies at such a: ;
late date is technically difficult. To solve this problem it is recommended |
that special COD flights be made to transport bodies, which have been previousl&
frozen, to Atsugi for further transfer to the U,3.N.H,. Five or ten flights |
per month would be more than adequate, If this is not logistically sound, it !
is recommended that bodies be buried at sea., The present method of holding
bodies for further transfer, though meeting the wishes of a few bereaved re-
latives, imposes a greater psychic trauma on shipts company, and uses up
valuable reefer space,

|

ce Mecdical Department Statistical Summary Air Group and Shipts Company

Periods

st 2nd 3rd Lth
Admitted to sick list 190 226 369 156
Admitted to binnacle list 15 1k 1 2
Percont sick days out of possible 67,232 work days .73
Percent sick days out of possible 67,232 work days 077
Percent sick days out of possible 104,475 work days o178
Percent sick days out of possible 67,091 work days 69
Officers admitted to sick list 10 9 10 b
Total visits to sick call 1,161 1,258 3,879.1,901
Patients received from other ships 1 1 1 0
Patients transferred to hospital 0 0 1 3
Minor injuries treated 200 216 103 173
Major injuries trcated ' 1 1 1 7
Number shipboard injuries resulting decath 1 0 0 2
Number of personnel died of disease 1l 0 0 0
Minor surgical procedures 25 12 33 L2
Major surgical procedures 3 3 T 16
Venereal diseases and non-specific urethritis 58 117 179 96

Gonorrhea 7 11 23 10

Chancroid 1L 18 20 6

Non-spccific urethritis following sexual exposure 38 88 136 80

de Medical Statistical Summary Air Group Pilots and Crewmen
Planes lost, cenemy action, pilot killed, not recovered 1 1 1 0
Planes lost, pilot not recovered 1 0 0 1
Planes lost, operational, pilot rccovered, minor in-

Juriecs 1l 0 0 0
Planes lost, operational, pilot recovered, uninjured 2 0 3 1
Planes lost, operational, crewmen recovered uninjured 0 0 0] 0
Planes damaged, enemy action, crewmcn injured 0 0 0 0
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Planes damaged, enemy action, pilot injured

Pilots temporarily grounded for medical reasons

Pilots permanently grounded pending medical evaluation
Crewmen grounded for medical reasons

Average number days pilot grounded

periods
st 2nd 3rd Lth
0 0 0

5 2k 25 16
0 0 1

2 _
L b2 7.2 Lab

MO OO

€e Remarks,

On 6 March 1953, LT E. L. KUMMER, USNR, sustained numerous missle
wounds about both lower extremitics, left upper arm, left shoulder and face when
a 250# general purpose bomb fell from the port wing rack of his FLU-L fighter
and explcded, as he landed aboard the carrier. Wreckage burst into flames ime
mediately thereafter, but because of the expeditivus manner in which he was
removed from the cockpit and by virtue of the protection afforded by his helmet,
goggles and exposure suit, he sustained only second degree burns of both cheeks
and his chin, He remains on the sick list, having been transferred to the
United States Naval Hospital at Yokosuka, Japan for further trecatment on 15
March 1953,

Therc were twelve others wounded and two fatalities, as a result
of this accident, It is considered miraculous that the pilot escapcd more

serious injury.

LTJG R. , MEW, USNR, was killed on 22 March 1953 when his F9F-5
fighter crashed into the sea shortly after being catapulted from the carrier,

Lhe Wavigation Department,

The Navigation Department has continued its 00D training plan with tho-
roughly qualifying as many personncl as possible as the goal, Although it is
an accclerated plan, each watch stander receives excellent training, both on
the job and by written examination. Officers from departments not normally
assigned bridge watches are included in this program in an effort to benefit
as many as possible, This can be scen in the fact that of the six qualifications
granted this tour, cne cofficer was from the 4ir Department, one from Air
Intelligence, one from CIC, and one from the Executive Department and the re-
maining two from Gunnery, As personnel become qualified, they arc rotated

from O0OD watches to other duties to allow billets for new officers to qualify.,
So far on this Korean tour 16 officers have been qualified, bringing the total

of qualified Officers-of-the-Deck to 28,

To incrcase the cxperience of thosec officers already qualificd, OOD's
have been given practice in actually mcking approaches on replenishment ships
and kceping station alongside, This has greatly increased thc 00D!s practical
knowledge of rclative motion in addition to relieving the workload on the Na-
vigator and Exccutive Officer during replenishment days,
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During this tour more use has been made of the automatic steering and it
has been found generally quite satisfactory and especially so during the rough
weather encountered on 26 and 27 Marchs. During this period excessive rudder
was used by the helmsman in "hand" steering because cf the yaw caused by the
seas, combined with our slow speed (10 knots). It was found that where the
helmsman neceded 25 to 30 degrees of rudder to maintain a satisfactory course,
that, by proper adjustment, automatic steering could maintain the samc course

using approximately one half the rudder cr 10 to 15 degrees, This not only was
a rest for the helmsman, but it also reduced the wear on the stecring engines.

5. Operations Department,
a. Alr Intelligence

The Air Intelligence Qffice forece consisting of three officers and three
enlisted men plus the Air Group AI0 and two enlisted men frem the Air Group
staff is considered adequate to meet the Air Intelligence requiremcnts, The
ship!s AIO spent this period on the bridge training for the qualification of
00D underwaye.

A card index system has been initiated to facilitate rcady rcference
to maps and charts, This method will also indicate high and low usage maps
and those which have rcached a critical supply level. Tt is believed this
card index system will provide a means whereby a more workable stock level
of maps and charts can be maintained aboard,

The Photo Interpretation unit has been separated physically from the
Air Intelligence Office and reassigned working space in the wardroom air
conditioning machinery room, compartment A-211-EL. The space is adequate and this

solution has relieved the critical working space problem for both Air Intel-
ligence and Photo Interpretation,

be Air Operations,

Air QOperations officer personnel during the shipt!s fourth linc tour
consisted of two officers, one licutenant ccmmander and cne licutenant. The
third officer normally assigned to Air Operations, a lieutenant junior grade,
was returned without relief to CONUS for relcase to inactive duty at the come
pletion of the third line tour, This officer was the assigned CCA officer and
had additional duties as air plot cfficer and 0. division officer. Since
aircraft recovery by CCA is not presently in effect in the Task Force, this
loss was absorbed. Other officers assumed the duties of air plot officer and
one of the shipts air intelligence officers became the 04 division officer.

The assigned CCA enlisted personnel have been utilized to man Air
Operations, Five rated air controllmen and five strikers were assigned to CCA.
This permits manning the one and two JG circuits by two status board kcopers,

one.air controllman on the land/launch frequency, and allowed the watch
officer to act as a gene.al supervisor, The two JG talker also mans the ready

Amm— 18
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room teletypes 4s long as there are a minimum of ten enlisted men assigned to

CCA, it is believed that Air Operations could continue to be efficicntly manned
even with the occasional use of CCA during poor weather conditionss

The above mentioned personnel on a watch basis were always on duty at
all other times when underway, A twenty-four hour watch was thus maintained,
personnel being organized on a three watch or section basis,

- Alr Operations has acted as the general information and coordination
center for all phases of air operations, A direct line sound powercd telephone
connection was installed betwecn the open bridge and Air QOperations prior to
reporting for the first line tour with Task Force 77. This dircect linc tel-
ephone has proven a very. valuable and efficient means of rapidly transmitting
the Captaints decisions to the pilots, particularly in emergency situations,

I, gradual improvement in aircraft availability and percentage of as-
signed missions actually launched and completed has been noted with cach suc-
cessive linc periods The fourth line period was the shipts mcst successful and
efficicnt to date. With the exception of two days at the beginning of the
period, the Air Group maintained a daily aircraft availability of well over
ninety pcrcents This was reflectcd in the shipt's averaging very nearly one
hundred percent in meeting the assigned flight schedule over the twenty-nine
day pcriode

Ce Communications,

Ccmmunications during the pcriod covered by this report werc highly
satisfactory from the view point of cquipment performance, Traffic in general
was processcd expeditiously under all circumstances with the exception of short
periods of atmospheric disturbance and circuit over-load.

Encrypted traffic, especially with a Staff embarked, has a tendency
to "bog-down with the ultimate result of lengthy delays in delivery to addees
concerncdes It is felt that one cause of increased encrypted traffic loads
is due to the abuse of overclassification, The results of such misuse are
set forth in thec United States Navy Sccurity 'Manual for Classified liatter.

Attention is invited to thc communicaticn section of the iction Report
of the U.S.S, ORISKANY (CVA-3L) for the period 28 October - 22 Hovember 1952.
Note was made of the indiscriminate usc of precedences of "OP" and "O" in this
particular theater. This misusc, which also tends tc tie-up circuits being used,
has on more than one cccasion caused delay in attempting to clear traffic of an
immediate opcrational nature, ’

Subject to the above comments, the following recommendations are sub-
mitted.

(1) Recommend commands review current instructi.ns defining thc proper
use of preccdence,
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(2) Recommend commands insure

that all personnel having authority to

assign security classification, are familiar with the contents of Chapter L

of the United States Navy Security Manual

for Classified Matter,

The following statistics are indicative of the communication aspects of

the opcration:
MESSAGES HANDLED

CIRCUIT

Task Group Common

Task Force Commanders Net
Task Group Commanders Net
COM7THFLT Circuit

JOCK Circuit

IN MAIN RADIO
NO. OF MSGS. RELAYED

562
28l
259

31

59
1,195

Total

MESSAGES HANDIED IN MAIN COMMUNIC.TIONS .ND CRYPTO-CENTER

Incoming éclassifiedg
Qutgoing (Classified
Incoming (Plain)
Outgoing (Plain)

2,457 (502,338 groups
’361 EhS,%ZH groups))

L, 642

1,106

Total 8,565

MESSAGES H.NDLED BY THE SIG AL BRIDGE

Flashing L,ght (Incoming)
Flashing Light (Outgoing)
Nancy (Incoming)
Nancy (Outgoing)

L39
219
80
L6

Total 8L

Groups: Incoming: 11,33L; Outgoing: 5,003.

The following statistics represent postal activities:

Money orders issued
Money orders cashed

Registercd mail received
Registcred mail dispatched

Adlr mail received
Alr mail dispatched

Parcel pcst received
Parcel post dispatched
Insured mail rcceived
Insurced mail dispatched
First class mail received
First class mail dispatched

S

20

1,2L1 ($59,0L3.75)

99

L56 pieces

1488 pieces

15 sacks, 50 pouches (approx 115,000
letters)

8 sacks, 38 pouches (apprcx 95,000
letters)

330 sakes

106 sacks

233 pieces

110 pieces

6 pouches

10 pouches
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de Photography. .

The number of photographic personnel assigned for the periocd was 1.
This figurc includes cne warrant, one AFC and eight rated men.

Laboratory production was less than for the previous operating period,

Print totals for the period were 23,332 9x18 inch, 1,926 8x10 inch target photos
for bricfing., 378 8x10 inch copy ncgatives were made of target mosaics sclected

by staff ond ship photo interpretation units,

It is recommended that ships returning to the west cocast be outfitted
with new LIO. film dryers, print dryers and print washers before their next

deployment. Due to constant use, approximately 15 to 20 hours each operating
day, these dryers and printers become unreliable, especially the .IO. film

dryer, Print washers tend to rust and corrode from use of salt water for
washing prints,

6. Supply Department,

24 Aviation Stores.

During the 30 days ccvercd by this repcrt no cn-the-line replenishment
from ARS//RV vesscls was accomplished, Miscellaneous freight items were shipped
via replenishment tankers and by COD aircraft., It was noted that priority
screening is desirable for COD delivery since items of low priority were oc-
casicnally rcceived when status information indicated that high priority materials
were prcbably available for 1ift,

The following items continue in short supply and procuremcnt has been on
emergency basis only:

R82-c-625120 Cord 5/8m
R85-PW-198061 Liner, Weldment
R85-H0-47002G- Control Fuel
R9O-N/F-600455-895 Pendants
ROL-BUL-504TcR103 Launcher, jerc 1l

be Gencral Stores,

Procurement problems as indicated in previous reports remain sub-
stantially unchanged, providing expericnce which will be of grcat assistance
prior to next scheduled deployment,

Ce Shipts Sture and C&SS

Staticnery is a high usage item with sales of one package per month for
evcery two men on board,

89,000 packages of cigarcties were sold during the month of March,
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Fiftyethree percent of the C&SS requisitions were filled. This leaves
shortages in undershirts, dungaree jumpers, and dungaree trousers,

d., Commissary.

on 15 March 1953 the U,S.3. ORISKANY received provisions from the U.5.5.
ALUDRA (AF-55). Eighty-one percent of the requisitions were filled, On 29
March 1953 ninety percdent of the material requisitioned was received from the
U.S.5, ALUDRA (AF-55) leaving shortages in the follewing:

Potatoes, sweet, fresh Potatoes, dehy.
Lettuce, fresh Pickles, sweet
Tomatoes, fresh Salad oil
Pears, fresh Hot sauce
Spaghétti

¢o Disbursing,
Due to &n anticipated 60 days without He availability of funds it
was necessary to request permission from COMNAVFE to carry funds in excess of

theiagthorized amount. Permission was granted to ¢arry funds for a 90 day
periods

PART VII
SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Page 10 paragraph 1 b (3)

One additional jet starting unit be allotted for use on hangar deck at
#2 elevator,

2. Page 11 paragraph 1 f (1)

An adequate supply of contact points for 8eneral Electrié¢ ontrollers be
carried by all ships using this type control box,

3. Page 16 paragraph 3 b (2)

Special COD flights transport bodies of deceased personnel to Atsugi.

L. Ppage 16 paragraph 3 b (2)

That bodies be buried at sea,

5. Page 19 paragraph 5 ¢ (1)

That commands review instructions defining proper use of precedence,
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6. Page 20 paragraph 5 ¢ (2)

That commands insure that all personnel having authority to assign security
classifications are familiar with contents of chapter h of United States Navy

Security Manual for Classified Matter,

7. Page 21 paragraph 5 d (3)

That ships returning to west coast be outfitted with AIOA film dryers,
print aryers and print washers before next deployment,

COURTNEY SHANDS -
Copies to:

CNO (2) advance

CINCPACFLT (5) Advance
CINCPACFLT EVALUATION GROUP
COMNAVFE (1) Advance
CCMNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP
COMSEVENTHFLT (1) Advance
CTF-77 (1) Advance
COMCARDIV 1

COMCARDIV 3

COMCARDIV S

COMAIRPAC (10)

'COMSERVPAC

COMFAIRJAPAN
COMFATRALAMEDA
COMFPAIRQUONSET

NAVAL WAR COLLEGE

NLO JOC KOREA

USS BOXER (CVA-21)

USS BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31)
USS VALLEY FRGE (CVA-L5)
USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA-LT)
USS PRINCETON §CVA-37§

USS KEARSARGE (CVA-33

USS WASP (CVA-18)

USS YORKTOWN (CVA-10)

USS ESSEX (CVA-9)

cveG 2 CvG 15
cvG 5 cvG 19
cve 7 CVG 101
CVG 9 CVG 12
cvG 11 ATG 2 (5)
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UvS.5. ORISKANY (CVA-3L) CVA3L/A16-13
Care of Fleet pPost Office (13:HRM: jec)
San Francisco, California ser 0140

"APR 231953

negg&mgm& DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERWALS:
N DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
From: Commanding Officer — ,DOD DIR 5200.10
To: Chief of Naval Operations
via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN
(2) commander SEVENTH Fleet

(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East
(4) commander in Chief, U.S, Pacific Fleet

Subj: Action Report for the period of 8 April 1953 through 22 April 1953
Ref: (a) OPNAV Instruction 3L80.4

Encl: (1) CVG 12 Action Report for the period of 8 April 1953 through 22
April 1953 :
(2) U.S.S. ORISKANY summary report of operations during deployment in
WESTPAC
(3) CVG 12 statistical summary report of operations during deployment
in WESTPAC

1., 1In accordance with reference (a) the Action Report for the pericd of 8 April
1953 through 22 April 1953 is hereby submitted,

PART I
COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MISSION

The U.S.S. ORISKANY (CVA-3L) with Commander Carrier Division FIVE, RADM
R. F. HICKEY, USN, and Commander Air Group TWELVE embarked, sortied from Hong
Kong Harbor, British Crown Colony at 06081, 8 April 1953 and at 07571, 11 April
1953 joined Task Force 77 in Area Sugar, Japan Sea. Commander Task Force 77
and Commander Carrier Division THREE, RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, was embarked in the
U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-LS).

.. Commander Carrier Division FIVE, RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN, embarked in the
U.S.S. ORISKANY (CVA-3L), assumed duties as Commander Task Force 77 on 1l April
1953, On 11 April 1953 the U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-L5) was detached and on 22
April 1953 returned to the force with Commander Carrier Division THREE, RADM

A. SOUCEK, USN, embarked. Commander Carrier Division THREE assumed duties as
Commander Task Force 77, 22 April 1953.

During the operating period other major ships in company were the U.S.S,

PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA-LT), the U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-L5), the U.S.S, PRINCE~
TON (CVA-37), the U.S.S. MANCHESTER (CL-83), the U.S.S. NEW JERSEY (BB-62)
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with Commander SEVENTH Fleet, VADM J. J, CLARK, USN, embarked, and screen-
ing destroyers.

The U.S.S. ORISKANY (CVA-3L) was detached on 22 April 1953 from Task Force
77 and proceeded to Yokosuka, Japan for upkeep and maintenance.

PART II
CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF EVENTS
8 April 1953

Sortied from Hong Kong Harbor, B.C.C. at 06081 enroute to the Korean oper-
ating area, RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN, COMCARDIV 5, embarked. Rendezvoused with
the U.S.S. TWINING (DD-S4O) and the U.S.S. ERBEN (DD-631).

9 April 1993
Enroute to the Korean operating area,
10 April 1953

Enroute to the Korean operating area., Replenished NSFO and aviation gaso-
line from the U.5.S. MANATEE (A0-58).

11 April 1953

Enroute to the Korean operating area. Replenished provisions and stores
from the U.S.S., ALUDRA (AF-55). Joined Task Force 77 in the Korean operating
area, RADM A, SOUCEK, USN, COMCARDIV 3, and Commander Task Force 77, embarked
in the U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-LS). Conducted combat flight operations.

RADM R, F. HICKEY, USN, COMCARDIV 5, embarked in the U,S.S. ORISKANY (CVA-3k),
relieved RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, COMCARDIV 3, as Commander Task Force 77. The

U.S.S. VALIEY FORGE (CVA-L5) with COMCARDIV 3 embarked, was detached and departed
Task Foree 77. ,

12 April 1953
¢onducted combat flight operations,
13 ppril 1953

Conducted combat flight operations. LTJG R. TAYLOR, USNR, VF-122, ditched
near the Task Force when his F9F~5 flamed out, LTJG TAYLOR was not recovered,

1L April 1953

Rendezvoused with Task Unit 92.1l.1 for replenishment. Replenished armmunition
from the U,S5.S. VIRGO (AKA-20). Replenished NSFO and aviation gasoline from the
U.S.5. CACAPON (A40-52). Conducted AA firing exercises utilizing F6F type drones.




Conducted combat flight operations.
16 april 1953

Conducted combat flight ope:ations.

17 aprild 1953

Conducted combat flight operations. The U.S.S. PRINCETON (CVA-37) joined
Task Force 77. The U.S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA-L7) was detached and departed
Task Force 7.

18 ppril 1953

Rendezvoused with Task Unit 92.1,1 for replenishment. Replenished ammunition
from the U.5.S. MOUNT BAKER (AE-4). Replenished NSFO and aviation gasoline

from the U.S.S, GUADALUPE (A0-32). Conducted Ap firing exercises,
19 April 1953

Conducted combat flight operations. The Honorable J, J. FLOBERG, Assistant
Secretary of the Navy for Air, arrived op board. Mr. FLOBERG departed in the

afternoon for the U,S.S. NEW JERSEY (BB-62).
20 April 1953

Conducted combat flight operations. ENS R, T. SCOGGAN, USNR, VF=121 F9F-5
pilot, bailed out ten miles east of Hodo Pando Peninsula as he was returning

from a strike in the Cherokee area., ENS SCOGCGAN radioed that he was bailing
out due to loss of control of his aircraft. The actual bail out was not ob-
served nor was the parachute ever actually seen. ENS SCOGGLN has not been re-
covered and is listed as missing,

21 April 1953
Conducted combat flight operations.
22 ;pril 1953

Rendezvoused with Task Unit 92.1.1 for replenishment. Replenished NSFO and
aviation gasoline from the U.S.S. GUADALUPE (A0-32). Replenished ammunition
from the U.S.S., MOUNT B.KER (AE-L). Received provisions from the U.S.S. ALSTEDE
(AF-48)s RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, embarked in the U.S.S. VALIEY FORGE (CVA-LS),
relieved RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN, COMCARDIV S as Commander Task Force 77. The
U.5.S. ORISKANY (CVA-3kL) was detached from Task Force 77 to proceed on a special
mission enroute to Yokosuka, Japan for transfer of material prior departure to
CONUS, End of reporting period,
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_— PART III
ORDNANCE MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT
1. Ammunition expenditures for the period 8 April 1953 to 22 April 1953,
as Service Types (Included in enclesurs (1)).
be Training Types
51/38 FGL (VT) NF projectile Lk
51/38 Non flashless cartridge Lk
31/50 FCL (VT) NF non flashless 104
P/RT IV
BATTLE DAMAGE

l. Ship. No battle damage was sustained by the U,S.S. ORISKANY during the
current period,

2. Damage inflicted on the enemy (see enclosure (1)).
3+ Damage inflicted on ORISKANY aircraft (see enclosure (1)).
PART V
PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE AND CASULLTIES
l. Performance
a. Personnel

During the period of this report the average on board count was 2717:
1947 shipts company; 62 Marines; 17 Special Weapons Team; 612 CVG-12 and 79
COMCARDIV 5; 9 men received and 68 transferred.

be Training

Training for the period as covered by this report consisted of the
following: ‘

New classes organized None
Active classes at the end of period
Number of class hours held during period 2k
Number of Navy Training Courses (texts) checked out 17
Number of Navy Training Courses (correspondence)

ordered by men 11
Number of USAFI texts checked out b
Number of Navy Training Courses (correspondence)

completed by men 6
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Number of USAFI Correspondence Courses ordered 8
Number of batteries of USAFI QGED tests administered 10
Number of USAFI End-of-Month Tests administered 6
Number of USAFI GED batteries ordered ' 5
Number of enrollments in College Extension Courses None
Number of US.FI End-of-Month Tests ordered by men 3
Number of letters sent civilian schools on behalf of
men for counseling and placement purposes None
Number of requests for service schools forvarded 12
ce ILegal

Except for work connected with the completion of the record of proceed-
-ings of a board of investigation, legal activity consisted chiefly of a few
Summary and Special courts-martiales It appsars this decline is due to the
relatively short time spent in port and, further, to the comparatively short
period covered by this report,

The assistant legal officer departed on temporary additional duty at
the Naval School of Justice in Newport, Rhode Island,

de Welfare and Recreation

Regularly scheduled bingo games have been conducted at 1900 on Wed-
nesdays and Saturdays of each week in the crew's messing compartments for all
hands. Happy Hours have been conducted on replenishing days, using talent
from ship's company and Air Group. The shipt's band plays on Tuesday and Frie
day evenings in the officers! wardroom.

The Hobby Shop is open daily for use by all hands. It carries a wide
variety of crafts, i.e., leathercraft, model planes, ships, sail boats, wagons,
automobiles, etc.. '

The shipt's library is open daily from 0830 to 2130 for use by all hands.

The Charity Committee is currently conducting special raffles and bingo

parties for funds for the Navy Relief Society. Bingo parties and raffles are
providing "onethe-~line" recreation for all hands and are serving both morale and
charity.

ee Religious Services
Catholic services are held daily. Three (3) Masses are said on Sundays
followed by Benediction of the Blessed Spcrament. Special daily prayers are
said for the safety of our pilots. The rosary, novena, and Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament are held daily.

Protestant services are conducted at 0900 on Sunday mornings and Vesper
services at 1900. The Bible Class meets at 1930 on Wednesdays.
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Jewish services are coga:cted on Friday evenings and on special days
of religious significance on the Jewish calendar,
Mormon services are conducted 4t 1000 on Sundays,
Christian Science study period® are observed on Sundays at 1100,
fe Public Information

Public Information activities covered during the period of this report
consisted of the following:

Navy news dispatches (by radio) g 6
News feature stories and layouts (by mail) 1
News photo releases 3
Radio newscasts 2
Hometown news stories (to FHTNC) 1476

2« Casualties
ae Ship's Company

No ship's company casualties occurred other than minor injuries during
the reporting period, ’

be Air group 12. (See enclosure (1)).
PART VI
COMMENTS
1, Engineering Department
a, Casualties
No major nor minor damage was sustained from any cause,
b. Recommendations
None,

ce Steaming Data

Engine miles steamed - 6,545.2 8 April-22 april 1953 (2L00)
Fuel oil received - 1,851,624 8 April-22 April 1953 (2L00)
Fuel oil delivered DD's - 93,L30 8 April-22 April 1953 (2L00)
Fuel oil consumed (underway) - 1,182,284 8 April-22 spril 1953 (2L00)
Fuel oil consumed (anchor) - none 8 April-22 April 1953 (2L0O
Average speed - 18.8 8 April-22 April 1953 gZhOO%
Hours underway - 354.0 8 April-22 ipril 1953 (2L00)
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puring the period 8 April through 22 April 1953, the U.S.S. ORISKANY
fueled destroyers on one (1) occasion, at an average rate of 25L,577.6 gallons -
per hour., The U,S.S. ORISKANY refucled from tankers four (L) times during this
period at an average fueling rate of 181,888.4 gallons per hour,

2. Navigation Department

The voyage from Hong Kong to the Battle Line gave the Navigation Department
an opportunity to navigate in new waters, The navigational aids in the South
China Sea and the Formosan Straits were very limited and navigation many times
consisted of "dead reckoning". The skies were continually overcast allowing
no celestial navigation whatsoever. Loran coverage was good north of Formosa,
but in the Formosan Straits and the South China Sea, it was impossible to
pick up Loran. If held, the readings were considered unreliable since the
waves traveled over land masses, Radar also offered difficulties because the
charts depict little or no topography, and the identification of landmarks
on the radar was difficult. However, the currents encountered gave very little
set and the "IR" track proved successful,

This tour marked the completion of the intensified 00D training program
with three additional qualifications, This brings the total of 00D qual-
ifications granted this WESTPAC tour to twenty-one,

3. CcCombat Information Center

During the period of this report the CIC of the U.S.S. ORISKANY functioned
as Flag CIC for COMCARDIV 5.

CIC watch officers have coptinued the program of training for qualification
as 00D underway, and O0D's have been indoctrinated in CIC procedures, capabilities
and limitations. To date five CIC watch officers have been qualified as OOD
underway and a like number of 00Dt's have received CIC indoctrination. Besides
furthering the professicnal qualifications of the officers concerned, im-
mediate benefits have been realized, in that each officer now has a much better
appreciation of the problem of the other, and a smoother CIC~Bridge relationship
has resulted.

Air Controllers from destroyers and cruisers have been ordered aboard for
refresher training and observation, Day intercept practice can be afforded

these controllers, but the nature of the Task Force operations affords little
opportunity for all-weather control practice intercepts, ORISKANY has also been
assigned the stand-by guard for CAP when this control is passed to DD'se

This guard requires continuous monitoring of the CAP frequency by a qualified
Air Controller. Control of CAP had to be assumed from DD's on numerous occasions
since many of the destroyers had inadequate equipment for control of jet CAP.

In most cases positive control of jets at medium or long ranges can be main-
tained only through the use of MK-10 IFF.
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Surface and air search radﬁtjpg_ been uniformly excellent through-

out this operating period. However, the SX ﬁélght radar performance has been

consistently poor. Even when RH1 gear is operating at peak performance, no

altitude information can be obtained on targets at ranges greater than 45-55

miles. This range is considerably reduced on small flights of jet aircraft,

On several occasions the ship has been unsble to assume an altitude guard as-

signment due to equipment breakdown. It is believed that the altitude deter- .

mining capability of the entire Task Force poses the greatest limitation to

adequate air defenses Accurate altitude information is of primary importance

in the consumation of a jet air intercept at maximum range.

VHF radio communications have been excellent during this period, however,
it has been necessary to utilize the TDQ transmitter and Ali/ARC's receiver for
voice communication at extreme ranges. Cross-talk on AN/ARC's has been greatly
reduced, but continues to handicap controllers using TDQ-RCKts as well as AN/
ARC's on circuits Elz and Elaa with only a 0,18 MC separation.

Ly Communications

During the period covered by this report, a vast improvement was noted in
the overall efficiency of communicatlon personnel, and the manner in which
traffic was processed,

The comments noted below pertain to circuit ¢2B (replenishment net)
(23L0 kcs). This circuit was used on a trial basis commencing 13 April 1953,
Interference was noted as follows:

Unknown voice circuit, making radio checks, interrupted the circuit
intermittontly. (Believed to be an Army voice circuit).

Maneuvering signals were evident, believed to be originated by CTU 92.1.1
(CW).

Own ship's TTY RATT signals werc evident in the background, (These
signals were not of suffitignt strength to cause serious interference).

This frequency (23LO kes) is considered superior to the former replenishe
nment frequency (2830 kes) due to the improved reception, Circuit ¢2B does
not interfere with other circuits being used, whercas 2830 kcs was blocked at
times by circuit €16 when on frequency L620 kcs. .

Excellent results were noted on ship-shore RATT on circuit Alie7Aa (LL8S kes)
for a period of five days. The "TBA" transmitter keyed continuously on LL85 kecs
with an approximate outage of thrée hours for the entire period.

The gignal bridge is responsible, in the event of a deck crash during

night flight operations, to illuminate the flight deck. Should such an emer-
gency arise, a red filter is fitted to the port 12" searchlight, thereby pro-

viding illumination and complying as far as practicable with darkcned ship
regulations,

Ay 8
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It has been determined that amber filters are most appropriate for flashing
light signalling. The use of red or green filters give rise to the situation
where the signal 1lights may be mistaken for a ship!s running lights,

Flags required to be flown at the fore, such as the guide flag or personal
flags, should be fitted with tabling., Grommets have proved to be of insufficient

strength to withstand wind conditions prevalent in Fast Carrier Task Force
operations,

The following stétistics are indicative of the communication aspects of
the operation,

MAIN RADIO
Total number of messages received on "NDT" FOX 2,171
Total number of messages received on “G" FOX 1,553
Total number of messages received other circuits 1,835
Total number of messages transmitted 1,613
Total number of messages received for relay 725

MAIN .COMMUNICATION' OFFICE

Total number of classified messages processed 876

Total number of outgoing messages processed 70L

Total number of messages processed (in and out) : 2,907
SIGNAL BRIDGE

Total number of messages received - 234

Total number of messages transmitted : 98

~ Note: Approximately 15 percent of the messages handled were by NANCY
method,

The following statistics of postal activities are conmsidered to be of general
interest, ,

Money orders: 322 issued; 66 cashed $18,896,83
Registered mail received 236 pieces
Registered mail dispatched 160 pieces

First class reccived 5 pouches

First class dispatched 6 pouches

Parcel post received 180 sacks

Parcel post dispatched 60 sacks (75 boxes of chinaware)
Insured mail received . 85 pieces

Insured mail dispatched 36 pieces

Air mail received 10 sacks, 30 pouches
Air mail dispatched 5 sacks, 2L pouches
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5. Photography
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The number of photographic kel assigned this period was 16, This

figure includes one AFC and 9 rated men. One-rated man remained assigned to
the photographic interpretation unite A six man night crew was maintained to
complete all photography., A total of 96l useable 9x9 inch and 11,5L49 useable
9x18 inch sonne prints were made. From 304 8x10 inch negatives of plot charts;
overlays and target pinpoint photographs, 3,587 8x10 inch prints were made,
Also 89 16x20 inch prints were made and used for briefings. 6,300 feet of gun
camera film was processed.

One B6 type aerial film developing unit was used and worked very satisfactorily.
It proved to be a time saver in processing and handling of film in rolls of 40O

foot lengths. It is recommended that B6 type aefial film developing units be
made available to all units using the K-38 cameras with the A8B magazines,

ABB magazine malfunctions ceased after the camera repairman removed heavy
oil from the clutch. Mechanical difficulties with the K~38 camera continued due
to the shearing of taper pins in the case drive. The reason for this still
remains unknown,

6. Air Intelligence

The attached Air Group has had no known opportunity to use the present
barter kit, and it may be assumed the articles contained therein are satise
factory. The pouch itself presents somewhat of a problem. It has a dual purs
pose of protecting the articles contained and acting as a possible water bag,
but investigation has shown a very small percentage of these pouches are capable
of either. Pencils, needles, and other sharp object easily penetrate the plase
tic and many have split at the lower seam, The only soclution advanced by the
pilots is using scotch tape which is at best only a temporary cure.

It is recommended that the kits be constructed of heavier material of one
piece construction,

During the past two tours the AD squadron and Hecklers have used the new
Texoprint Korean Strip Chart, (Songjin to T'U-Men, number 156L2-1). As only
one of the three charts covering the Navy area is presently available a come
plete report cannot be made. A few of the pilots comments follow:

Advantages:
Excollent for Recco Routes and flak plotting,
Good for coastal navigation,
Long strip format (only three required for Navy area) eliminates hours
of map arrangement,
Easy to mark with a grease pencil.
Terrain shading is good.
Could be of value for Escape and Evasion purposes.
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Disadvaritages:
Maps are subjcct to considerable wear along the folds,
Map is a little unhandy due to its length and width. The large area

covered compensates for this disadvantage.
leaves a smudge when erasing grease pencil marks,

A more detailed report on these charts will be forwarded to ANO, COMFAIRJAPAN,.

Photographic interpretation as directed by CTF-77 consisted of railroad
and highway route surveillance, damage assessment and target search, Damage
assessment is being emphasized along with target searches. Targeting itself
has been limited to supply areas, troop concentrations, vehicle parks and small
industrial facilities,

Stereo briefing was employed successfully during this last tour, It was
used for briefing pilots on artillery positions, It is recommended only for the

more difficult targets and for flak positions. The use of stereo briefing for
all targets is presently beyond the capabilities of a small interpretation unit,

7. Supply Department
ae Aviation Stores

On this tour, rcplenishment of routine requirements of aviation stores
was byepassed due to the shipts deployment to Hong Kong where no supply supe
port was available., The ship began thc tour on the line without a major ree
plenishment since leaving Yokosuka on 1 March 1953, except for supercargo re-
ceived from replenishment vessels other than the aviation stores shipe

If the operating schedule permits, it is recommended that CvA-type
ships enroute to Hong Kong be replenished either from AVS prior to leaving the
line, immediately upon return, or during a stop-over at Sasebo. "0On the linen
replenishment from an AVS is considered most desirable. Underway transfer of
all aeronautical material including engines is considered practicables

Although there was no #ton the line® replenishment of aviation stores
from AVS during this period, ther¢ was ccnsiderable aviation stores freight
received from other replenishment vessels. About 5 percent of the total re-
ceived was from COD aircraft and helicopter.

Scction "B Shortages - The following items of section WB" material
continue in short supply and procurement has been on an emergency basis only:

R85PW-17139L Liner Weldment F9F
R85PW-198061 Liner Weldment F9F
R85HO~A7002G Fuel Control FIF
R9LBUA-50A70R103 Launcher, Rocket, Acrc 1ha

L) 11
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In summary, upon the completion of the fifth tour on the line, it is desired
to point out that the items that are in short supply now are the very same items

that were difficult to obtain during initial outfitting for this cruise Aug-Sep
1952, Tt is assumcd that these shortoges are Navy-wide and not of a local nature.

b, Gencral Stores'

Procurcment problems as indicated in previous reports remain unchanged.
Solutions appear to lie in a re-loading program based on experience gained in
the Far East during this deployment. Items in short supply remain unchanged.

Ce Ship's Store and C&SS

One replenishment at sea was successfully accomplished during adverse
weather conditions when 140,000 packages of cigarettes, on consignment, were

transferrcd from the U.S5.S. MANATEE (A0-58). Only minor damage was noted.
on 14 April 1953, 2L0O packages of stationery which had been ordercd from CONUS

on 20 Octcber 1952 were transferred at sea,

Sales in shipts store and C&SS have been very slow, after thc crew's
nspending festival" in Hong Kong, with no single item shoving unusual sales.

d. Commissary

on 11 April the U.S.S. ORISKANY went alongside the U.S.8, ALUDRA (AF-55)
at 0540 for rcplenishment of fresh, frozen and dry provisions. Tho first load
landed on deck at O545 and the last load arrived at 0635, The amount of pro-
visions received was 7L tons, at a transfcr rate of 88.8 tons per hour. The
percentage of requisitions filled was 66%. The following items were not availe

able at this replenishment:

Spinach, td Cabbage, fresh

Catsup, td Iettuce, fresh
Syrup, td \ Celery, fresh
Spaghetti, dry grapefruit, fresh
Crackers Broccoli, f.fe.

Jam, asst Brussel sprouts, f.f.
Juice, orange Cauliflower, f.f.
Cereal, dry

On 22 April the U.S.S. CRISKANY went alongside the U,S,S., ALSTEDE (AF-U8)
for replenishment of fresh, frozen and dry provisions, Seventy-scven tons were

delivered in one hour, :

e¢ Disbursing

Because of the large number of rebatc checks received by the personnel
of this ship from the Bureau of Internal Revenue and the small demand for Postal

Moncy Orders, it was impossible for the shipts post office to cash all dollar
instrumcnts presented to it during subj et period,
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This problem was solved by the Commanding Officer authorizing the Dis-
bursing Officer, in writing, to cash dollar instruments in accordance with

BUSANDA Manual para. 53265 for a two day periods

They were then forwarded to

the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco with a Treasury Form 6599 as a de-
posit to the Disbursing Qfficerts official checking account.

8.

Medical Department

The Medical Department supplies and equipment continue to be adequate, No
supply shortage or equipment breakdown occurred during the reporting period,

Medical Evaluation of the Air Group and Ship's Company:
shipt's company and the Air Group has continued to be excellent.,

The health of

This last tour

of duty has, however, been in the nature of an anticlimax coming as it has
between a visit to Hong Kong and the return to the continental limits of the

United States,

There has been no decrease in overall efficiency, but for the

first time there has been noted a general feeling that personnel would like to
finish the show and go homee

In conclusion it is felt that the personnel of this vessel are in excellent
physical condition after eight months overseas,

Medical Department Statistical Summary Air Group and Ship's Company

Admitted to sick list
Admitted to binnacle list

Percent
Percent

Percent

sick days
sick days
sick days
Percent sick days
Percent sick days
Officers admitted

out
out
out

of possible
of possible
of possiblc
out of possible
out of possible
to sick list

Total visits to sick call

Patients received from other ships

Patients transferred to hospital
Minor injuries treated

Major injuries treated

Number shipboard injuries resulting death
Number of personnel died of disease

Minor surgical procedurcs
Major surgical procedures
Venereal diseases and none-gonococcic urethritis

Gonorrhea
Chancroid

Periods

67,232 work days
67,232 work days
104,475 work days
67,091 work days
LkL,980 work days

Non-gonococcic urethritis following sexual

exposure

AR

13

1st 2nd 3rd Lth Sth
I 226 B T L6
15 1k 1L 2 1
o713 .
17
o78
69

.55
10 9 10 L 1
1,161 1,258 3,879 1,901 1,012
1 1 1 0 2
0 0 1 3 0
200 216 103 173 135
1 1 1 7 2
1 ) 0 2 0
1 o) 0 0 0
25 12 33 L2 58
3 3 7 16 3
58 117 179 96 LB
7 11 23 10 6
1k 18 20 6 10
37 88 136 80 32
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, Medical Statistical Summary of Air Group Pjlots and Crewmen

_ Psriods st 2nd 3rd Lth 5th
Pilanes lost, enemy action pilot killed, not reco- R
vered ‘
Planes lost, pilot not recovered
Planes lost, operational, pilot recovered minor
injuries
Pilanes lost, operational, pilot recovered uninjured
Planes lost, operational, crewman recovered
unin jured
Planes damaged, enemy action, crewman injured
Planes damaged, enemy action, pilot injured
Pilots temporarily grounded for medical reasons
Pilots permancntly grounded pending medical
evaluation
Average number days pilots grounded
Crewmen grounded for medical reasons
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The health of the Air Group personnel was considered excellent during the
period covered by this report and the majority of treatments administercd were
for minor upper respiratory ailments, On 20 April 1953 a twenty millimeter shell
was accidently discharged while a gun was being removed from an F9F~5 fighter
plane on the hangar deck. It struck the overhead and exploded, inflicting minor
injuries on several air group plane captains and ordnance personnel,

™o pilots were lost during this periods On 1b4 April 1953, LTJG R. (N)
TAYLOR, USNR, of VF-122 was returning at 11,000 feet from a strike when he ex-
perienced a flame-out, He could not restart his engine and ditched his F9R-5
fighter plane, which broke apart on impact with the water. He was not observed
to have left the plane.

On 20 April 1953, ENS R. T. SCOGGAN, USNR, of VF-121 reportcd that his
planc had been damaged by enemy antiaircraft fire, while on strike at Hamhung,
Korea and that he was bailing out at 20,000 feet., Although his plane was obe
served to crash into the sea east of Hodo Pando, neither he nor his parachute
was observed, He has been declared missing in action.

9« Air Department
ae QGeneral
During this final tour on the line Air Department functions wore
carried out in a normal manner., Thc period has been marked by: longer hours
for the flight deck crews, greater ordnance loads on aircraft for the ordnance

gang, and greater catapult maintenance problems. The morale of thc Air pe-
partment remains high with men looking forward to our return to the CONUS,
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b, Aircraft Handling

The aircraft handling situation has been of a routine nature. Al=-
though the hours of the working day have increased due to earlier sunrises and
later sunsets, the crows handled aircraft in a smooth and expeditious manner,

ce Arresting Gear

There was a total of 916 landings made during this period of which
Lol were conventional type aircraft. Thore was an average run out of cross
deck pendants for the jet aircraft of 1373 feet and 129.2 feet for the cone
ventional typee

There were no barrier and/or barricade crashes,
d., Catapults

F9F aircraft were launched carrying two thousand seven hundred and
sixty (2760) pounds of bombs, belicved tc be the heaviest load attempted in
the Korean areca. As a result of this led, higher pressures were required
and numerous "0.ring" packings startcd leaking on both catapults.

on 17 April number six oilgear launching pump, type CG-15035, on the
starboard catapult was shut down and found to have four broken pistonss. The
remainder of the tour was completed utilizing only six launching pumps.

Total shots this period

Port Catapult Starboard Catapult
F2H-2P 19 F2H 22
FI9F-5 232 F9F-5 2h2
AD 22 AD 9

Fhu 3 FLy 1k
TBM 1 ' TBM -3
TOTAL 277 TOTAL 290

ee Aircraft Maintenance

In order to reduce the expenditurces of manila line a number of tie-
downs, consisting of nylon. webbing and hardware salvaged from worn out are
resting gear barriers, have been manufactured. These tie-downs adequately serve
the purpose of sccuring many items of material and equipment against movement
on the hangar deck,

Amouncing ship turns ovor the hangar deck 3 MC system has proven
helpful to maintenance personnel involved in use of heavy equipment as well
as movement of aircraft, particularly in bay number 3. Movement of aircraft
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engines, fork trucks, and installation of wings, engines or propcllers,
becomes extremcly hazardous during turns, especially those of high speed which
crcate vibration as well as canting of the deck. These few momonts of warning
permit personnel to secure equlpment or materials against movements

An improved arrangement was fabricated by the Aviation Electronics
Shop for thc ISO Platform radio, This consisted of equipping the LSO with
a headset and lip microphone, thus permitting the LSO to talk directly with
the pilots and give split second dircctions instead of relaying instructions
through a talker. A switch, salvaged from a lip microphone cable, was cut out
of its rubber mounting and fitted into the handle' of one of the LSO paddles,
The cable was clipped to the LSO's clothing and so arranged for quick dis-
card in emergency.

Several AN/ARC-1 radio scts received by the Aviation Electronics Shop
for repairs from escort destroyers were found to have had parts removed and
wires wnsoldered or connected to incorrect terminalse It is believed that
repairs were attempted by inexperienced or unqualified personnel,

The #hip has eight WAUKESHA Mode E, APU's which have reccived almost
constant and continuous use for starting and testing aircraft, Thc frequent
movements of these APUt's over $1light deck arrcsting gear cables and barriers
places undue strain on the frame and axle of the APU, Frequent repairs were
required, welding the frames and straightening and strengthening the axles
It is recommended that a stronger frame and axle be provided for these unitse

The Aviation Metal Shop performed z difficult and intricatc task of
rebuilding a damaged TBM-3 horizontal elevator, The job was completed in an
elopsed time of 31 hours and was accomplished without the use of jigs or
special metal forming toolse

fe Ordnance

The bomb skid aero 128 with adapter aero 9B was used to carry four

full aircraft ammunition cans from ready service lockers to aircraft., This
saved extra trips and saved man-hours normally required,.

The V,T, fuzes received have becn modified with a heavy antenna ringe
The jump-out pin that receives the arming wire has not been modified for the
extra thickness of this antenna ring, making it necessary for all pins to be
drilled to receive the arming wire,

ge @(asoline

The lack of spare parts continucs to cffect the operation of the gas-
oline system. An attempt was made to obtain some items on open purchase in

Hong Kong, B.C.C., however, lack of commercial sources prevented success in
this venture., Alicwance 1lists have been found to be unrealistic and suitable
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representation has been made to correct the present allowance liste Emphasis
should be placed on the necessity of instituting adequate allowance lists im-
mediately for components that are peculiar to this particular type of gasoline
systems .

Overall operation of the gasoline and aviation lube oll systems has been
very good.

PART VII
SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS
14 Page 10 paragraph 5 (2)

That B6 type aerial film developing units be made available to units using
the K-38 camera with A8B magaziness

2. Page 10 paragraph 6 (2)

That barter kits be camstructed of heavier material of one piece comstruction.
3« Page 11 paragraph 7 (2)

That CVA-type ships proceeding to Hong Kong be replenished from AVS prior
to leaving the line or immediately upon return, or during a stop-over at Sasebo
if operational commitments permite
e Page 16 paragraph 9e (6)

That the frames and axles on the WAUKESHA Mod E, APU be constructed stronger.

S« Page 17 paragraph 9g (1)

That allowance lists pertaining to gasoline system components be revised
to reflect normal usage itemse

,/')
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pistribution List

CNO (2) advance

CINCPACFLT (5) advance
CINCPACFLT EVALUATION GROUP
COMNAVFE (1) advance
COMNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP
COMSEVENTHFLT (1) advance
CTF-77 (1) advance
COMCARDIV 1

COMCARDIV 3 -
COMCARDIV 5

COMAIRPAC (10)

COMSERVPAC
COMFAIRJAPAN

COMFAIRALAMEDA
COMFAIRQUONSET

NAVAL WAR COLIEGE

NLO JOC KOREA

USS BOXER (CVA-21)

USS BCN HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31)
USS VALLEY FORGE (CVA-L5)
USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA-LT7)
USS PRINCETON (CVA-37)

USS KEARSARGE (CVA-33)

USS WASP (CVA-18)

USS YORKTOWN (CVA-10)

USS ESSEX (CVA-9)

USS IAKE CHAMPLAIN (CVA-39)
CVG 2

cvG 5

cVG 7
CVG 9

cve 11
CvG 15
cvG 19
CVG 101

cVG 12
ATG 2 (5)




. U.S.S. ORISKANY (cvA-3hL) .
Care of Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California
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SUMMARY REPORT OF OPERATIONS DURING DEPLOYMENT IN WESTPAC

This summary is submitted to provide interested commands with a consoli=-
dated report of this ship's comments, based upon actual combat experiences,
while attached to Fast Carrier Task Force T7.

PART I
SUPPLY DEPARTMENT
1., Aviation Stores

The total money value of aviation material issued to embarked squadrons
was $923,33L.68, During the period of deployment in the forward area 9933
items were requested of which 9629 were furnished from stock., Availability
from stock was 96.9 percent. There were 32 individual ACOG item requests
passed by the ship. Thirteen of these were requested for NIS allowance items;
nineteen were requests for non-allowance items. Major components issued were:

Aircraft Engines

J3LWE3L 1
JL8péa 12
R2800-18Ww L
R2800-320 ©

R3350-26WL 7
Total: 24

Wing Panels

A A
D D D
3/l LW Uk USNES mee
0 I o Iy T T 1 Total: 18

Llthough the aviation supply system has operated, generally, in a wvery
effective manner, this ship received, near the end of its deployment, ship-

ments of certain priority B initial outfitting requirements with criginal DD
prior to deployment. The ship was replenished on the line three times by

the U,S.S. CHCURRE (/iRV-1l). / total of 66 tons were received; L3 tons on 19
November, 22 tons on 19 Jammry, and 1 ton on 7 Febrwry. The COD system was
L 1 Enclosure (2)
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of great value and delivery of aviation fleet freight via other replenish-
ment vessels was of considerable value,

2« General Stores

Previous usage data was found undep¢ndable during the first combat deploye
ment to the Far Fast. Unforseen requirements and unanticipated usage cawed
high requisitioning from service forces, Items in shortest supply were hand
tools (class LO,L41), teletype paper, stoddard solvent, and gencral mess cups.

Mobile service forces provided excellent support within their limitations.

Total value of issues for period $211,h4l3.20
Total value of present inventory $2L2,552,97

3, Shipts Stores and Clothing and Small Stores

Woolen winter underwear has been separated from normal laundry and washed
in lukewarm water in order to reduce shrinkage. Occasional breakdowns of
washers, extractors, presses, and soft drink machines have required adjust-
ments of the normal work schedule, A brief shortage of cigarettes required
rationing,

Shipts store sales have been constantly high. No serious excesses have
been encountered, except for a few old costume jewelry sets, Ship's store shorte
ages have occured in watches (both dress and military), in Argus ¢-3 comeras,
in marking tubes, on occasion in stationery, in inexpensive pens, Dial soap,
shaving lotions, and, on one occasion of cigarettes., Ship's storc inventory
has declined in value from $150,000,00 to :L5,000,00.

¢SS sales have been very high, with spccial demand for work items, such
as dungaree trousers, dungarce jumpers, chambray shirts, black socks, gloves,
etces The only slow moving items have been "whites® and blue cloth capse

Many procurement difficulties werc eliminated by carrying a large beginning
inventory. Staple shipt's store items were available in the Yokosuka arca.
C&SS requisitions were only from 50-70 percent filled, Souvenir items were
found difficult to obtain from the Central Purchasing Office, with delivery come
ing from one to four months after submission of orders., No status information
was availables An independent vendor was able to furnish similar material upon
very short notice. Replenishment at sea was successful when usede An acute
shortage of cigarecttes was eliminated by a large transfer at sca, Other items
vere small transfers between ships, by verbal request made at the time to re-
plenishment ships,

L. Commissary

The total tonnage of provisions received by this vesscl during the period
in the forward area from 30 Qctober 1952 to 25 spril 1953 amounted to 935 tons

L T 2 Enclosure (2)
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at sea and 233 tons in port. The percentage of requisitions filled at sea was
83.9 pereent and 63.7 percent in port,

During the tour in the forward area some items have been available only in
limited quantities from pupport ships. While operating in this area a total of
196L 1bs. of crackers, 666 1bs. of powdered eggs and 25,995 lbs. of lettuce,
10,052 1bs, of fresh tomatocs have been received, against total orders of
23,500 1bs., 3,050 lbs., 47,000 1lbs,, 26,000 lbs, respectively.

5. Disbursing

Upon first arrival in Japan liberty parties were held up nearly one whole
day because it was necessary for the Disbursing Officer to obtain MPC and Yen

and then hold a currency exchange prior to their departurc from the ship., If
MPC had been available at Pearl Harbor, exchange could have been completed prior
to arrival in Japan. By the same token, if the Disbursing Officers be allowed
to turn in MPC at Pearl Harbor, thus allowing exchange to be made after de-
parture from Japan, much last minute confusion could be prevented.

Disbursing forms are not available in any apprecizble amounts in thc COMN.VFE
area. All ships should carry sufficient amounts to last the completc cruise

with emphasis on DD-137's and tax forms 10LO and 10LOA,

Repair facilities for calculators, adding machines, etc., in Yokosuka are
inadequstes A1l machines should be cleaned and reconditioned if possible prior
to departure from the United Statese

6e Wardroom

The outstanding change made for the period of operation was that of cafe-
teria style feeding at all meals rather than the normal serving arrengement,

At evening meal a seccend seating was uscd for senior officers or those prefer-
ring regular service for that meal., This meal was served L5 minutcs after

completion of cafeteria fecding. This innovation fitted in very well with
the air operations, Any variation from the cafeteria hours was listed on the
air operation schedule one day in advance to insure that meals woere available
for those flights unable to meet the schedule.

A tight system has been drawn up for the collection of charges from transe
ient personncle The system used by this ship is to have the Transfer Officer
notify the Mess Triasurer by memo of new arrivels and the cxpected departure
dates of eachs In addition, each morning a schedule of the day's anticipated
departures is forwarded to the Mcss Treasurer,

Prices in the commissary store in Yckosuka should be compared with general
mess prices. On butter, for examplc, a large saving can be rcalizede

G 3 Enclosurc (2)
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NAVIGATION DEPARTMENT

During the present operaticns thc Navigaticn Department has had cxecellent
opportunities for the training of deck~watchestanders, The rapidity of tactical
mancuvers and the great varicty of situations affords excellent practice in
ship handlinge To supplement on-thc-job training, classes were held to ime
prove the watch standers knowledge and technique in the use of the tools of his
trade., Voice-radio procedure was practiced utilizing a tape recorder which readily
demonstrated improper procedure. Officers in departments not normally assigned
00D wetch standing have been included in an effort to benefit as moany as pos-
sible, Tc increase the expericnce of those officers alrcady qualified, OCD's
have been given practice in actually meking the approaches and kecping station
alongside the replenishment ships, This has greatly improved the cfficers!
conception of relative motion.

The total number of Underway OOD qualifications granted on this Korean
tour is twenty-onc, bringing the total of qualified Underway OOD's to thirty-one,

During this tour thc "automatic stcering device, now incorporated asboard
the ORISKANY, was used approximatcly one half of thp time, It was found gen-

erally satisfactory, and espccially well suited tu heavy weather steoring.
During hcavy weather, the recording machine indicated that automatic used one
half the rudder angle that the hclmsmon needed to maintain the same coursee
This greatly reduced the wear on steering engines, and reduced helmsmen fatigue.

The starboard wing ¢f the bridge has had several features inccrporated to
inerease the comfort and efficiency of the conning officer during thc winter
replenishment operations. A seat was installed with a foot rest, a plexiglass
windshiald was erected, and a canvas awning covering the wing was installeds
A blackboard is maintained on the wing on which is recorded the most recent
engine RPM and course being steercd,

Hoavigation presented no serious problems. Loran coverage was excellent

in the Japanese Sea, and in most arecas traversed with the notable cxception
of the South China Sea.

PART ITI
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
le Performance
2e Personncl

During the period frem 28 October 1952 to 22 fpril 1953 the average
on board count was 2795: 2011 ship's company; 62 Marines; 17 SWU; 626 CVG-12
and 79 COMCARDIV S,
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During the period covered by this report a total of 19 officers reported for
duty and 26 were detached.

The overall general performance and ﬁorale of all hands was mointained at
a very high level throughout the tour in the operating area.

During the period covered by this report a total of 250 enlisted porsonnel
were reccived on board and 36L were transferred (excluding confereces) by the
following methods:

Received Transferred
CcoD 110 138
High Line 60 143
Helicopter 70 73
Other 10 10

be Training

Training for the period as covered by this report ccnsisted of the
following:

New classes organized 7
Active classes at the end of period 29
NMumber of class~hours held during period 698
Mumbcr of Navy Training Courses (tcxts) checked out i
Number of Wavy Training Courses (correspendence) crdercd

by mcn 192
Number of USAFI texts checked out 38
Number of USAFI Correspondence Courses crdered 145
Number of batteries of USAFI GED texts administered 92
Number cf USAFI GED batteries ordered 87
Number cf enrollments in college¢ extecnsion courses 12
Number cf USALFI End-cf-Month T¢sts crdered by men 8
Number of letters sent to civilian schools on behalf of

men for counscling and placemcnt purposes 5
Humber of requests for service schools forwarded 29
t, Iegal

Icgal activities covered by the period of this report showed a marked
decline in lcgal matters,

Icgal matters for the latter papt of this period concerned mostly the
completion of the proceedings of a board of investigation.

de Wclfare and Recrcation

Bingo parties were organized for morale purposes and also for various
charities. Proceeds from the parties and special raffles held on beard were
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donated to the March of Dimes, Red Cross, Netherlands Flood Relief and the Navy
Relief Socicty. The partics seemed to be 2 big success and served as an "one
the-line™ morale builder for both officers and enlisted.

Happy Hours have been conducted on replenishing days, using talent from
ship's ccmpany and Air Group.

The Hobby shop is open daily for use by all hands. There is o wide variety
of crafts, i.c., leathercraft, model plenes, ~utomobiles, ships, sail boats, etc..

€s Reuligious Services

catholic, Protestant, Jewish, Mormch and Christian Scicnec services are
held regularly and on special occasions, During the period covercd by this
report, special services were held for the personnel whe lost their lives while
in the cxecution of their duties,

f, Public Infurmotion

Public Information activities cowvered during the period of this report
consisted of the following:

Navy news dispatches (by radio) 63

News feature stories and laycuts (by meil) 16

News photo relcases 128

Radio newscasts 2

Hometown news stories (tc FHTWC) 3528

Tape recording rcleases 55
PiRT IV

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT

In the cne hundred and twenty-three days cf operations the health of shipts
company and the fir Group has been excellent. The incidence of dissase, of
anxiety, and of psychic tensiocn has been minimal. Performance has continued to
improve until it has reached a pezk of excellency at which point it has leveled
off. Mecrale has remained on a very high level., The unit pride of ship's com-
pany 2nd squadron personnel has been as high as any vessel or squadron in the
area,

There has been nc¢ indication that present operating policies of Task Force
77 are inadequato in sc far as personnel are concerned. An adequate balance of
rest and recrcation with operation has been maintained. It is, however, felt
that the last period on the line was anticlimatic in nature, Had str-tegie
requirements permitted, personnel would have rather spent an additional pericd
on the line and then gone home, rother than going to Hong Xong only to return
for fifteen days longer.
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Medical Department Statistical Summary of Air Group‘and Ship's Company.,

Admitted to sick list 997
Admitted to binnacle list L8
Percent sick days out of possible 371,010 work days eef2
Officers admitted tu sick list 33
Total visits to sick call 9211
Patients received from cthet shis L
Patients transferred to hospital L
Minor injuries treated 824
Major injuriss treated 12
Number of shipboard injuries resulting in death 3
Number of personnel died of disease 1
Minor surgical procedures i7h
Major surgical procedures 33
Venereal disease and non-gonococcic urethritis L98

Gonorrhea S7

Chancroid 68
Non-gonococcic urethritis following sexual exposure 373

Medical Statistical Summary of Air Group Pilots and Crewmen

Planes lost, enemy action, pilot killed not recovered
Plenes lost, pilot not recovered

Planes lost, operational, pilot recovered, minor injuries
Planes lost, enemy action, not opcrational, pilot recovered
uninjured

Planes lost, operational, crewmen recovered uninjured
Planes damaged, enemy action crewman injured

Planes damaged, enemy action, pilot injured

Pilots temporarily grounded for medical reasons

Pilots permanently grounded pending medical evaluation

Average number days pilots grounded

Crewmen grounded for medical reasons

I e W]

\n

~3
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The above statistical summary does not reflect the true state ¢f health
of the Air Group pilots as two were grounded over a protracted period as a
result of fractures of the lower extremities. In general, the health of the .
Alr Group personnel was considered excellent over the pecriod coverecd by this
repoert, with no serious physical or mental illnesses in evidence,

The following is 2 chronolegical summery of Air Group personnel lost during
the period covered by this report: :

11//52 ENS A. W. RIKER, USHR, 551737, missing in action, after bailing
out over Ncrth Kerea following antiaircraft damage to his aircraft.

11/15/52 LT G. A. GAUDETTE, USNR, L531kk, killed in action when his plane
crashed in Nerth Kerea., Circumstances unknown.
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. 12/22/52 1LTJG J. A. HUDSCN, USN, 532903, killed in action when his plane
crashed in Meorth Korea, Circumstances unknown.

2/1/53 CDR J. C. MICHEEL, USN, 85362, killed in action after his plane
shed wing while diving on North Xorcan target.

3/22/53 LTJG R. K. MEW, USNR, 39L627, killed when his plene crashed
into the seca after being catapulted from carrier,

4/14/53 LTJG R, (V) TAYLOR, USNR, L01295, killed when he ditched plane.

L/20/53 ZNS R. T. SCOGGAN, USNR, 551739, missing in action after pre-
sumably bailing out from planc damaged by cnemy anti-aircraft fire,

H

PART V
OPER.,TICNS DEPLRTMENT

l. Air Intelligence

ORG/NIZATION: The Air Intelligence force throughcut our operations in the
Korean area consisted of three offficers and three cnlisted men plus the Air
Group AIO and two enlisted men from the Air Group Staff. No officers or men
were detached during the pericd which gr atly aided the functioning of the of-
fice, Officers and men were rotated in their billets with each tour ¢n the
line, The c¢nly enlisted man not rotated was the flak specialist.

GENERAL: Upon reporting to the Posk Foree for the first tour, the intel-
ligence section experienced a degree of confusion which persisted for ape-
proximately cne week, This condition is well known to other carriers reporting
for their first tour. The major problem is setting up a workable procedure
in compiling and disseminating the mass of information forwarded by the carrier
being relieved, i.e., flak plots, chart layouts and displays, bricfing aids,
reporting instructions, brief notes, etces The importance of having a smooth
functioning organization at the cutset cannot be overstressed. AIO!'s reporting
to the forward area prior to deployment helps to alleviate this problem, but
this system is far from a curc-all,

To relicve this condition it is recommended that relieving carriers re-
quest a ship or squadren AIO, from the line, meet their ship at ycokosuka and
remain on board until the relieving ship has operated in the Korean arca for

several days.

Flak: Flak for target briefings was plctted on four AMS 1751 charts
(scale 1:50,000). Ready reference to tle se charts is maintained by an overlay
on a 1:500,000 scale chart., Flak for Rail and Recco Routes was plotted on AMS
1751 charts backe& with kraft paper. The use of flak overlays, pericdically
distributed by CTF=-77 was cf little value for target briefings due to the seale
employed, i.c., 1:250,000, but is of value for hecklers and planuaing ingress
rcutes to targets,
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Receiving flak information wten refurning to the line is considered to be
inadequate, Some improvement to this problem during the last tour was made
when CTF-77 sent by dispatch flak positims]ocated in the target areas,

¥lak suppression continues to be a necessity in heavily defended areas.
It is interesting to note that many flak positions do not open fire until the
attacking aireraft have passed over the targe% and are on their elimb out.

Stowage: Maps and charts are stored in a fan room, compartment 2-78.
A card index is maintained on these r@ps and charts precluding the possibility
of running short om any one area., Target Rossiers are stowed in the Registered
Publications Office.

Charts: pxcellent service was received from the COMF.IRJ:AP'N Air Navigae
tion Office in fulfilling all chart requests. COD delivery was used to re-
place a low supply during the first toure

Charts showing the highest usage faector were the iMS L751 series, It
is recommended that carriers carry an initial allowance of 100 1751 charts of
the area from Wonsan south to the bombline.

1:250,000 scale coverage should be obtained for the entire Far Fast coastal
areas. Fifteen of these charts of the more important areas should suffice,
further supplemented by 1:500,000 scale coverage.

Tt was found that no one method of arranging display boards sufficed
for all ready rooms. Variations were made according to the type aircraft
being flown and space limitations, All squadron AIO!'s found, however, that
the AMS 1552, plastic terrain model map of Korea, was of considerable value
both for debriefing purposes and preflight tactical planninge.

The majority of the pilots have expressed a preference for the /S 1552
series charts, with hill shading, over the AAC charts. During the latter
part of the cruise, however, it was noted that one jet squadron changed
back to the AAC chart. The reason given for the change back was that some
pilots felt roads and rivers stand out more clearly on the AAC chartse

2. Comunications

ORGANIZATION: The commissioned officer complement consisted of one LTJG
and 8ix @Ensigns other than the Communication ¢fficer. Upon embarking, Com-
mander Carrier Division FIVE supplemented this complement with two CWO's of the
rank of LTJG.

The operational strength of the OR Division consisted of a total of 62
mene A three section watch was maintained and proved adequate under most cir-
cumstances. The Flag supplemented this total with an additional 15 men upon
embarkinge '
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GINERLL: Communications throughout the period covered by this summary
were considered highly satisfactory. The number of frequencies and circuits
mamed varied, dependent upon whether the ship was, or was not, operating in
the capacity of a flagship. vVariance is noted below. AN/ARCL frequencies
are not included.

Assignment Frequencies Circuits Main Radio
Individual ynit 22 11

Flagship 30 12

In order to man the necessary circuits in main radio, a two secction watch '

was mandatory during the first period covered by this report, necessitating
the use of unqualified strikers on some circuits. However, this procedure
provided valuable trainin_, and upon all successive periods a three section
watch proved adequate.

Circuit T6 provided a very effcctive means of moving high precedence
traffic. Reception on circuit RB32 was generally very good, except during
the period fzom midnight wnit} 0600. = = - -

Little or no difficulty was experienced in maintaining communications on
the primary and secondary tactical circuits. This ship employed two separate
transmitters and receivers on these circuits, thereby ensuring protection
should the problem of equipment failurc arisece.

eryptographic facilities were frequently overloaded. It is felt that the

{ tendency of using precedences of "O% and MCP" indiscriminately, is a practice
i that could lcad to a major weakness in the foree communication linkage, A

. notable portion of the traffic bearing such precedence consists of summaries
., of past actions and other unrelated mattcrs, which of themselves do not warrant
. such urgency, compared with traffic of an immediate opcrational nature.

Overclassification is another factor tobe considered with regard to the situation

.« of overloaded cryptograpaic facilities.

Visual communications consisted almost entirely of flashing light and
Nancye. The O: Division operated with a divisional strength one-half of
that set forth in the allowance list for a (V4 class vessel of this conversion.
Had flag hoist communications been used extensively, the complecment of the
05 Division would have been definitely inadequate,

RECOMNTINDLTINS : | Subject to the above comments, the following recoms-
mendations are submitted:

 That commands review currcnt instructions defining the correct use v
of prccedences,

That a separate circuit be designated for traffic pertaining to
tactical situations of an immediate nature and other urgent matterse Close
supcrvision should be maintained to ¢nsure that no commands violate the use
of this nct.
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That commands ensure that personnel authorized to assign security clas-
sification are familiar with the regulations pertaining to suech assignment.

3. Photographic Interpretation

ORGANIZATION: The .Photographic Interpretation unit consisted of one
officer, e CPO and two enlisked men. The officer and CPO were primarily
concerned with interpretation and targeting. The enlisted Alameda graduate PI
assistant assembled and annotated target mosaicse The other enlisted man was used
to file photography.

GENERAL: A total of 208 photo sorties were interpreted during the cruise.
Interpretation as directed by CTF-77 cmsisted of railroad and highway route
surveillance, flak studies, airfield surveillance, damage assessment and target
searche Target search was emphasized during this cruise. Targeting itself was
generally limited to supply areas, troop concentrations, vehicle parks and small
industrial facilities.

Photo sorties from all carriers were plotted on 1:250,000 maps and keyed
to carrier and sortie number, under which the photography was filed. It was
occasionally desirable to have more than one coverage of each area, but space
limitations restrict the photo file to only the latest current set of photography.

A secondary cockpit briefing aid was developed during the cruise which proved
very valuable to the pilot. The coverage of each target mosaic was plotted on
1:50,000 maps with nearby flak. This was reproduced and when combined with the
CTF-77 target mosaic, became a valuable cockpit target folder. It enabled pilots
to navigate more easily to the exact target area and enabled them to plan flak
free avenues of attack and withdrawal.

An atlas of Korea was composed in such a manner that four adjoining 1:50,000
maps could be viewed simultaneously. In this atlas is maintained a continuous
plot of CTF-77 designated targets, confirmed flak, hospitals, POw camps, bomb-
line information, CD guns and suspect areas. This information when plotted
proved the basis for a more comprehensive approach to interpretation than had
previously been employed by this carrier. The duplication of already existing
targets was eliminated, providing instead a means of informing CTF=77 of the con-
dition of targets. The established status and position of flak made it possible
to report abandoned flak as well as new positias. The overall effect of the sys-
tem is to furnish a composite picture of all pertinent intelligence which had
been obtained from previous TF-77 photography and Air Force reported flak and
target areas. In addition, the mechanical composition of the atlas provided a
much simpler method for photo tracking.

Stereo briefing was employed successfully on a few occasions. It is recom-
mended for the more difficult targets. However, the use of stereo on all targets
is presently beyond the capzbilities of a smll interpretation unit.
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COMMENT Ss 1t is suggested that some permanent system be established whereby
experience gained in the cambat area could be pooled. New systems which are
constantly being improvised by Photo Interpretation units in the forward area
need to be evaluated for the benefit of other unitss A possible golution is the
"detachment" method employed by the VC-61 Photo Squadron, which would enable
Photo Interpretation Units to be assemblied and trained as a unit prior to em=
barking for a forward area,

L. Photographic Laboratory

ORGANIZATION: Two crews were assigned to have all photography completed by
0730. Each crew worked 12 hours, the day crew starting at 0730 with the night
crew taking over from 1930 to 0730 the following morning. The day crew having
the majority of men, developed all the aerial film, made all flash prints, manned
flight quarter stations and kept up the routine works One photo detachment man
assisted in the processing of aerial film and the loading of aerial camera
mgazines. This was discotinued after the first operating period ended and the
lab personnel did all the film processing ahd loading of magazines for the re-
maining periods on the line. This arrangement proved satisfactory since it gave
the photo detachment personnel more time to take care of installation and checking
of photographic equipment in the planese. Air Group personnel processed all 16émm
black and white gun camera film and maintained gun eameras in the aircraft,

They also covered some of the PIO photography of the Air Group. The night crew
of six men, headed by .the AF1l camera repairman, eompleted all printing of sorties,
plot charts and target pin point photographs.

GENERAL: Upon arrival in the operating area on 28 October 1952 the number
of photographic personnel assigned was 19, including one Warrant Officer, 1 AFC,
2 AF1l, 1 AF3, 1 PH3, and 13 nonrated men. The majority of personnel were in-
experienced in the processing and printing of aerial film and all equipment con=
nected with aerial photography. Work load for the first operating period on the
line was far below expectations due to non-flying days, A8B magazine and K-38
camera failures. However, much needed experience was gained and speed and ef=-
ficiency in production increased in each operating period.

The combination of using D-19 film developer and Tri-X panchromatic aerial
film produced very satisfactory negatives both before and during the winter
periods when snow blanketed Korea. D=72 saper developer was used to make all
prints. Flash prints were made from all rolls of aerial film.,

More photographic work was accomplished upon returning to the line, but
malfunctioning of the A8B magazines and K-38 cameras resulted in lost sorties.
Taper pins in the K-38 camera case drive sheared, when film back lashed and
Jammed after 200 feet of film was exposed. Plastic gears were stripped and
replaced with metal gears in all A8B magazines. However, the malfunctioning
contimed,

Work increased greatly on the third trip on the line. A8B magazines
worked satisfactorily after the camera repairman removed heavy oil found on the
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spring clutch. The K-38 cameras gave minimum trouble. The K-38 36" lens kits
were used frequently and no difficulty was encountered in the conversions from
the 24" to the 36" lenses. The heater switches in the A1CA dryers burned out,
due to over heating. ©Ship's electricians repaired the switches and time lost
in drying was negligible, The B«5 developing ocutfit worked well in processing
film and somne primts of 200 foot lengths. Rolls of 390 feet had to be cut in
order to fit on the B=5 outfit which resulte@ in lost exposures in the middle.
of the rolls. Upon receipt of a B-6, LOO foot developing outfit, €this dif-
ficulty was eliminated and time was saved in processing and handling of 390 foot
rolls.

Photographic copying of plot charts, overlays, and target pin point photo-
graphs were dae in the print shop by print shop personnel. The photo lab
furnished all the necessary film and photographic personnel did all the develop=
ing of exposed film and the making of all prints.

T. L. MC GRAw, PHAN, was killed by bomb fragments while at his flight quarter
station in the after starboard catwalk. After this accident, only one man on the
06 island level was used to cover both landings and take offs.

Uvon receipt of instructions from COMCARDIV S an image motion compensator
for use on the K-38 camera was manufactured. With the a2id of personnel from
the U.S.5. PHILIPPINE 5EA (CVA-L7) and VC-61, this was accomplished in two days.
The ground test proved satisfactory, and with the limited time left on the line,
only a few sorties were flown. The results of these flight tests also proved
satisfactory.

STATISTICS: Photographic sorties flown during the operating periods on the
line were 208, The usable aerial negatives and prints made from these sorties
are as follows:

4,791 9x9 inch negatives 11,174 9x9 inch prints
18,291 9x18 inch negatives 106,361 9x18 ineh prints

5till negatives and prints of plot charts, overlays, and target pin point
photographs for ACI, Staff, and pilot briefings were as followss 1,627

8x10 inch negatives; 23,643 8x10 inch prints; 724 20x2L inch prints.

This figure does not include negatives and prints made for PIO, hUDM's and
other routine work. Total negatives and prints of 211 sizes made (exclusive of
aerial negatives and prints) weres 7,908 negatives and L5,6L2 prints. 57,553
feet of black and white gun camera film was processed.

Major chemicals expended are as follows: L77 gallms D-19 film developer;
556 gallons D-72 paper developer; 2268 gallons acid fixer.

Sonne printing paper expenditures are as follows: 1,39, rolls, of this 9L6
rolls were grade #3.
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RECOMMENDATIONSs It is recommended that all units operating with the K-38
cameras and A8B magazines be supplied with a total of two B-6 aerial film devel- . ~
oping outfits. There is a critical need for a qualified camera repairman on
the ships operating in the Far East due to numerous camera and equipment failures
caused by constant use. It has been recommended that the present allowance
1ist be revised to include one camera repairmane. :

The amount of aerial photegrapby accomplished is indeed great and since the
developing outfits for film and sonne prints contain 5 gallms or more solution,
it is desired that D-19 and acid fixer be supolied in 5 gallon containers. :
Tt is believed that time in mixing the chemicals and saving of money would
result because of the larger containerse

5. Combat Information Center

ORGANIZATION: A minimum of two full time Air Controllers were reguired
during operating periodss A third eontroller was assigned whenever the flying -
day became extended. Remaining officers were assigned as CIC watch officers.
Newly reporting officers and ernlisted section leaders performed the duty of
assistant CICWO.

A radar control officer was required during all flight operations to aid
in identification and to insure a complete up to date summary plot. This duty
was normally performed by an experienced petty officer stationed at a VK repeater
in front of the vertical board. It is necessary that the RCO have acecess to .
MK-10 IFF controls and that he continuously monitor the strike control frequency.

GENERAL:s Prior to the ship's arrivagl in the combat zone the CIC Officer and
an Air Controller of the ORISKANY were given TAD aboard operating carriers of TF=-77
for a brief period of indoctrination. This opportunity to observe TF-77 oper-
ational procedures and practices was of great value in that it prepared ORISKANY's
CIC team to assume its control functions with a minimum of initial error and
confusione.

During the six month operating period on the line ORISKANY's CIC served as
Flag CIC for three. months for COMCARDIV 5. Four men were assigned from the OI
Division to perform Flag CIC cduties on a full time basis.

Five CIC watch officers have been qualified as OUD underway and a like
number of 00D's have been indoctrinated in CIC procedures, capabilities and
limitations. Besides furthering the qualificatims of the officers concerned,
immediate benefits have been realized in that each of ficer now s a much better
appreciation of the problems of the other and a smoother CIC-BRIDGE relationship
has resulted.

Air Controllers from destroyers and cruisers have been ordered aboard far
refresher training and observation. Day intercept practice can be afforded these
controllers but the nature of the Task Force operations affords little op~
portunity for all-weather practice intercepts. OrIoKANY has also been assigned
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stand-by guard for CAP when CAP contyol has been assigned to DO's. This guard
requires continuous plotting of CAP and monitering of the #AP frequency by a
qualified air controller. Control of CAP had to be assumed from DD's on numerous
occasions singe many of the destroyers had inadequate equipment for control of
jet CAP. 1In most cases positive control of jets at medium and long ranges can
be maintained only through usec of MK-10 IFF,

ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT: Air and surface search radar performance was uni-
formly excellent thr aaghout the period of operations: However, performance of the
SX height system has been poor« Even when the height gear is operating at peak
performance, no altitude infomation can be obtained on targets at ranges

—greater than 45455 miless This range is considerably reduced on small flights
of jet aircraft. Thg ship has been unable to assume an altitude guard assignment
on occasion due to equipment breakdown. Shearing of the SX drive gear has been
experienced on four separate occasions. It is believed that the altitude de-
termining capabilities of the entire Task Force constitutes the greatest limitation
to adequate air defense. Accurate altitude information is of primary importance
in the consumation of a jet air intercept at an acceptable range.

VHF radio communications have been good to excellent. However, it has been
necessary to utilize TDQ transmitters and AN/ARC receivers for woice com~
municati s at extreme ranges. Cross-talk on AN/ARC's has been reduced but not
eliminmted. Alignment of the mixer circuit in the transmitter to prevent spur-
1ous radiations as outlined in COMAIRPAC ltr ser 73/2832 has failed to eliminate
radio interference. Interference continued to handicap cantrollers using TDG-
RCK's as well as AN/ARC's on circuits Elz and Elaa with only a 0.18 MC
separation,

There is a great need for additional MK-10 IFF equipment. MK-10 video
 presentation should be available to repeaters far the RCO, two air control
stations and the search radar operator. These four stations are considered the
minimum necessary and each should have a separate IFF presentation control
system.

RECOMMENDATIONS: That every effort be made to develop a radar suitable far
installation aboard CVA's which is capable of aceurate altitude determination
of jet type aireraft at a range of at least 100 miles.

That VHF circuits be assigned with due regard to adequate frequency
gseparation for commonly used air control and tactical nets to prevent mutual
interferences.

That a minimum of four C-81L/UPX-1 radar set controls be made aVall—
able to each CVA for adequate IFF presentation.

6. Air Operations

ORGANIZATION: Air Operations should have a minimum of ten enlisted per-
sonnel assigned. At least three of these ten men should be rated air controlmen.
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If a CCA personnel unit (minimum of ten men) is on board, these men can be util-
ized to man both Air Operations and CCA with a resulting increase in efficiency
for all concerned.s The ORISKANY's CCA personnel were quickly able to learn
and actually perform most of the duties of Air Operations. The duty air control-
man made practically all the radio transmissions. This permits the air opera-

tions watch officer to act as a general supervisor and greatly increased the
efficiency and value of Air Operations.

GENERAL: A general and gradual improvement was noted in all phases of
air operations as the line tours progressedi  From the experience gained the
following comments are submitted as summarizing the more valuable lessons
learnede. '

COMMENTSs A sound powered telephone direet to the open bridge should be
installed. This is a considerable convenience for the Captain and greatly
expedites obtaining decisions and reports concerning air operations. It is
of particular value during emergency situations.

Air Operations should handle all outgoing communieations to the departing
aircraft (launch report, switeh to control frequency, last minute instructions,
etcs) and primary fly should control incoming aireraft on the land/launch
frequency as they report to the ship from strike control etc.. This eliminates
mich of the inter-com on sound powered transmissions and, it is believed, ef=-
fects a much more positive and smoother control of aircraft. Air Operations,
being in direct contact with the Captain, controls all except the most im-
mediate of emergenciese.

Air Operations on this ship was fortunate in its physical arrangement
since four radios were always available for its use. One TDQ-RCK was used
for the land/launch frequency and two CCA VHF stations were set up for guard,
strike, and CAP control. The fourth radio was set up on the recently estab-
lished UHF air operations net. The strike control CCA radic was also crystal-
1lized for all Task Force 77 carrier land/launch frequencies. This enabled
Air Operations to relieve or assist primary fly with the helicopter eom=
munications and with emergencies involving other carriers! planes. It was
also frequently very convenient to monitor the strike or CAP cireuits. However,
the land/launch and guard radios are the only two considered essential.

Air Operations should be generally arranged physically so that the watch
officer can see the status and availability boards, contact the Captain and
primary fly, via intercom circuits, and reach all radios without moving. The
many daily "in extremis" situations arising in combat aircraft operations makes
this an almost mandatory requirement. It also greatly improves the endurance
and dispositions of all connected with Air Operations,

Along with other ship's representatives, an Air Operations Officer was amagg
the operations department officers who were ordered to Task Force 77 about
three weeks in advance of the ship's arrival in the operating area. This ex-
perience proved very helpful and is highly recommended.
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~ PART VI
ATR DEPARTMENT

GENERAL: During the operating period just completed, the Air Department
carried out all assigned duties with an average on board count of 460 enlisted
personnel and 12 officers. The helicopter detachment assigned to this ship was
comprised of 2 officers and 7 enlisted men. There were no accidents involving
helicopters on board this vessel during the period. A small cadre of exper=-
ienced and energetic petty officers, warrant officers, and division officers
contributed to the development of the high morale and teamwork exhibited by
the crews during this period. There were 2 fatal accidents; one resulting from
a bomb explosion on the flight deck and the other during respot operations
when a plane handler fell beneath the wheel of an AD type aireraft. One man was
blown over the side during a2 jet launch but was rescued immediately by the
plane guard helicopter,

The average on board count of aircraft was 72 plus 1 helicopter. As a
result of the development of an efficient maintenance control organization,
aircraft availability improved greatly. The close coordination existing bee
tween the aircraft handling officer and CVG maintenance officer insured economy
of time and effort.

RECOMMENDATIONSs The most serious problem confronted by the department
during the pcriod was created through loss of persmnel by transfer and/or
separation without replacement. The depertment on board count varied from a
high of four hurndred seventy to a low of four hundred forty. The first figure
is considered low for the type operations scheduk d and the latter figwre so
jeopardized assigned functions that a transfer of forty SA/SN's from the
Gunnery Department was effected immediately. The rapid respot, reaming, and
servicing of aircraft required in the Task Force can only be accomplished smoothly
and safely with sufficient personnel, particularly for plane handling crewse
A minimum allowance of L96 enlisted men is recommended for the Air Department
of the CVA-3L class carriers while engaged in operations in the Karean area.
This is particularly desired during winter months.

It is highly recommended that all enlisted personnel in the Air Group be
thoroughly indoctrinated and trained in shipboard safety precautions and orders
before embarking on the ship. This applies particularly to plane captains,
trouble shooters, and ordnancemen. All plane captains should be sent to fire
fighting school.

AIRCRAFT HANDLING: While operating in the Korean area, a total of 7,001
sorties were flown. About 3 weeks were required to shakedown the handling
crews and get accustomed to the type operations being conducted in this area,
after which time, most of the spotting and respotting was routine. A notiee=
able decrease in hangar deck and flight deck handling accidents was apparent as
the time progressed. Flight quarters avera.ed about 15 hours daily, however,
approximately one third of the plane handling crews averaged 18 hours on duty.
The crews were rotated regularly and, as a whole, the health and morale remained
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very highe Handling the FSF type aircraft presented a problem because of the
ease with whieh it can be tipped over when turned broadside to a strong wind.
In order to reduce the wind pressure on the wing area, tail tow bars were used
~when practicable. Prior to securing from flight quarters daily, hurricane cables
were placed on all aircraft on the flight deck, as additional security of the
planes was warranted by the frequent high incr.ase in winds without warningi
Material shortages were few during this operational period because adequate
preparations were made prior to departure from CONUS. Accordingly, it is
strongly recommended that all carriers anticipating a tour in the Korean area
make a special effart to obtain over-allowances on chocks, two bars, tie-downs,
reels, and hurricane cablese.

ARRESTING GEAR: Number of arrested landingss 6,98L. Conventional barrier
engagementss 7. Jet barrier engagements: 20, Complete barricade engagementss
7. Pendants used; shorts 51; longss 10. Yielding elements replaced: 77.

Installation of a small jet blast deflector aft of number two elevator
provides protection to the barricade and barrier operator by dispersing the
blast of aircraft being taxied onto the elevator during recoveries. The
deflector is a fixed installation, set back far enough not to interfere with
operations and deflecting the blast over and around personnel in the port
catwalk stations.

During cold weather operations, water cdndensation in the arresting gear
air supoly lines caused these lines to freeze. Although frequent draining
was accomplished, this condition was best remedied by lagging the lines with
asbestos cloth.

CATAPULTS: During this Korean cruise, a total of L,11l shots were fired
from both catapults as follows:

Port Catapult Starboard, Catapult

No loads 14 No loads 11
Conventional aircraft 229 Conventional aircraft 193
Jet aireraft 1798 ' Jet aircraf t 1869

MAINTENANCE: One of the first problems of the maintenance division was -
the stowage of equipment and ma terials that accumulated on the hangar deck.
It became immediately apparent that to provide ample working and airecraft
parking space, only essential items could be accommodated on the hangar deck,
particularly in hangar bay three. Section "G" allowarnce list items were
closely reviewed and all excess items off-loaded at the first opportunity.

In this connection, it would be desirable to off-load any allowed equipment
which is not used; i.e., engine H»werhaul stands. QEC "L" stands for re-
ciprocating engines also consume much space and are bulky to handles Since
their use is necessary, only the upright portions of the stonds were used and
these were welded to the bulkhead. This installation saved considerable space.
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Other savings of space were made by hanging occasionally used items, such as
snow plows and brooms and Herman-Nelson heaters, in the open areas under the

flight deck suspended from beam clamps attached to the underside of the flight
deck. '

Equally important is the requirement for suitable facilities for the ac-
complishment of maintenance worke Work stands are essential and it was foundd
that rearming stands are not only suitable but more desirable because of their
sturdier construction and ease of collapsable stowage when not in use. A 3
tier tool box rack was installed between the stanchions on the part side of
nurber three elevator which conserved space and added to the neatness of the
hangar deck for stowing the many squadron's tool boxese The work bench in the
center of the Accessory Shop was removed, cut in half, and tacked to the deck
in the after portion of hangar bay three to facilitate work on engine build-up
and engine changes. A squadron work bench area installed on the port side be-
low and aft of the squadron tool cages adjacent to number three elevator pro-
vides a useful and convenient area for many repair jobs.

A positive system for detormining the status of aircraft was necessary for
efficient operation. Tight flight schedules and movements of aircraft from
the flight to hangar deck for maintenance work made such a system a must.

A maintenance status board was mounted in hangar bay two to provide a ready
source of information. This board is also used as the revorting center for
changes in status of all aircraft. The board and "maintenance talker! in
flight deck control, manned by Air Group versonnel, are the basis of the
systeme

In order to provide adequate Aviation Electronics maintenance facilities for
all squadrons of the Air Group, personnel were pooled and assigned to shop
maintcnance of specific installations. This method made best use of well qual-
ified men and permitted maintenance work to run smoothly.

The following items have been manufactured from ideas of the maintenance
division personnel or from similar devices of other ships and have proven
successful and useful in saving time and manpower.

A portable work stand which attaches easily to the fingers of a con-
ventional fork lift truck and it is used extensively for painting, changing
light bulbs or other high work on the hangar deck.

Beam clamps to hold chain falls or block and tackle for wings, pro-
peller and engine changes throughout the hangar deek.

_ An AFU plug-in on the LeTourneau crash crane for cold weather starting
boosts.

A hydraulic tire bead breaking machine with adapters to fit all wheels.
This machine has been valuable due to the high usage of FF tires.
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A fork 1ift truck ¢rane adapter that is useful for engine, propeller
and wing installation or removal as well as many other weight lifting taskse

An oxygen servicing hose reel cart that facilitdtes movement and
handling of necessary 200 feet of oxygen hose on the flight and hangar decks.

A two bar hi"tch for plane handling tractors that speeds removal or
attachment of the tow bar especially when under tensione.

A hangar deck rust remover and polisher made from a number of long
tine wire brushes attached to a weighted pallet and towed by a tractor.

GASOLINE: Gasoline and aviation lube oil expenditures; 28 October 1952
to 21 Amril 1953:

Gasoline (gallons) Aviation Lube 0il (gallons)
3,781,100 2h ,265

This ship uses the six inch quick disconnect Robb coupling for refueling
at sea. Cooperation of fleet tankers in sending the proper coupling hose fit-
ting has reduced hook-up time to an average of L minutes, however, this time
could be reduced to a matter of seconds if the male part of the Robb coupling
could be sent over with the first hose. The main difficulty in hooking up in
rough seas is holding the flange end of the tanker's hose steady enough to re-
move the blank flange and attach the male fitting.

AVIATION CRDNANCE: The MK-l bomb skid requires continued inspection and
repair to the "V" center brace which prevents the bomb from slipping forward
and aft while it is being hauled. A skid similar to the MK-1 but with larger
wheels and grooved edge tires for rolling. bambs over barriers and arresting
' gear cables would be an improvement over the present MK-l.

Elcvator stoppage and over-travel were encountered dwue to old and faulty
General Electric controllers. The relays stuck causing the main high speed
contact points to arc and weld closed.s This causes over-travel resulting
in the stoppage of the dlevator. Thesec controllers have been overhauled but
new equipment should be installed. At present, no spare contact points are
available. It is recommended that an adequate supply of thesc contact points
be carried by all ships during a eruise using this type of control box.

At present, this ship has one bamb disposal ramp. In an emergency, this
would not be adequate. It is recommended that 2 more be installed, one aftof
the island on either port or starboard side, and one made with wooden rollers,
aft on the port side to dispose of napalm tanks.
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PART VII
GUNNERY DEPARTMENT

‘This ship refueled from ocilers 25 times, receiving

REFUELING AT SEA:
During 25 of these refuelings 3,781,000

a total of 9,3LL,336 gallons of fuel oil.
gallons of aviation gasoline was received.

REARMING AT SEA: During the 26 rearming operations effected, a total of
5,497 tons of ammunition were received at an overall average rate of 96 tons
per hour. The largest single rearmament consisted of 377 tms received from
the U.5.5. PARICUTIN (AE~18) on 2k January 1953 at 103 tons per hour. The
best rate was achieved on 30 January 1953 when 328 tons were received from the
same ship at 148.8 tons per hour. The U.s.5. RAINIER (AE-5) gave the best
service, averaging 119 tons per hour for two rearmings. Four rearmings from the
U.8.5. VIRGO (AKA-20), three from the U.S.S. FIREDRAKE (AE-1lL) and two from the
U.5.8. MT BAKER (AE-l) averaged between 103 and 110 tons per hour. It is
believed that these rearming ships are primarily responsible for this highly
sati sfactory performance because of the two following results of thcir wellw-
planned deck spots.

(1) The type of load being handled at a particular station was changed
as little as possible, permitting the receiving crews to estzblish and perfect
the most expedi tious routine for clearing the loading stationse.

(2) The quarter deck loading station was in use during the full period
of rearming, permitting nearly one third of the total load to be handled here.

Total ammunition receipts.
Shipt's ammunition
5"/38 projectiles 676
5"/38 powder 376
3"/50 cartridges 939

Aircraft ammunition

2000 1b GP borbs 371 3"5 rocket heads (solid) 468
10001b GP bombs 1,947 3"S rocket heads (smoke) 50

500 1b GP bombs 3,004 3"25 rocket motars Lah

250 1b GP bombs 13,416 590 rocket heads (ATAR) 1,565
100 1b GP bombs 2,780 51.0 rocket motors 1,025
1000 1b SAP bombs Th Rocket fuzes 2, 085
500 1b SAP bombs L5 20mm a/c ammo Lbh7,225
350 1b AD bombs 115 «50 cal a/c ammo 320,574
220/260 frag bombs 5,232 Napaim (gallms) 1,300
500 1b frag clusters 25 Napalm igniters & fuzes 679
Bomb fuzes 53,993 Pyrotechnics 2,377
Bomb boosters & dets 17,531  Arming wires 57,895
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The electric-hydraulic winches 1nsta11ed Q ‘replenishment stations 1 and 3
suffered several breakdowns which were repaired by ship'!s forces The break-
downs occasioned during the early periods on the line were primarily attri-
butsble to non use of the winches and the non availability of manufacturers
spare parts. All replacement items to place winches back in service were fab-
ricated on board.

The other objectionable features of the winches was their slow speed and
limited weight lifting capacity. These deficiencies were discussed in prior
action reports and it is understood that a corrective study is currently being
made by BUSHIPS,

PROVISIONING AND PROCUREMiENT OF AVIATION STORES AT SEA: The ship provisioned
11 times and a total of 938 tons of food and 66 tons of aviation stores were
received. The best hourly rate was 91 tons from the U.5.S. ALUDRA (AF=-55)
on 15 March 1953,

REFUELING DD's AT SEA: This ship refucled 16 destroyers discharging 88k,26%
gallons of fuel cil. Numerous transfers of freight, personnel and mail were
conducted,

PART VIII
ENGINEERING DEFARTMENT
1. Damage Summary

During operating periods coursed by Action Reports numbers I-V (28 October
1952 - 22 April 1953) the U.S.5. ORISKANY sustained the following damage to
hull structure and engineering machinery:

as Major Damage

Damage to #3 elevator platform and auxiliary elevator platform involving
destruction of two longitudinal deck girders and approximately L6 square feet
of deck plate, twisting and bending of intermediate transverse girders and
secondary damage to surrounding area, caused by explosion of 250 1b. general
purpose bomb.

b. Minor Domage

(1) Damage to hull structure and external units consisting of cracks
in structural plating and minor damage to ready service lockers, protective
clothing lockers, gun director 31, mownts 31 and 37, boat boom storage cradle
caused by storm and heavy seas. Six 3"/50 ready service lockers torn loose and
lost overboard and the port side gasoline filling platform deflected due to
starm and heavy seas.
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- (2) Approximately 3500 linear feet of f}ight deck planking damaged due
to routine aircraft landings and 360 linear feet destroyed by bomb explosions

(3) Superficial damage caused to number two squadron locker by class
AT fire.

(L) Two boiler casualties occurred during subject pericd as followss

(a) Plastic fire clay dislodged in superheater side of #6 boiler
due to maloperation of scot blower.

(b) Rupture of superheater tube in #7 boiler due to possible cor-
rosive condition of bocller tubesq

2. Summary of Recommendations
as None.
3. Steaming and Fueling Data Summary

The following are statistics pertaining to operating periods covered by
Action Reports I~V (28 October 1952 - 22 April 1953).

Days underway - 1hL.6 (3,470.9 hours).

Engine miles steamed ~ 50,362.1.

Fuel o0il consumed - 8,447,563 gallons.

Fuel oil delivered (16 DD's) - 884,261 gallons at an average rate of
130,050 gallons per hour.

Fuel oil received (2§ tankers) - 9,34,336 gallons at an average rate
of 175,925 gallons per hour

Fresh water distilled (feed and potable) - 11,266,325 gallons.
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