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U.8.8. SICILY (CVE-118) CVEL18/A9
¢/o Fleot Post 0ffics KEK/20/a jr
Sen Francisco, Calif, Sers G

From: Commanding Officer and Commander Task Element 95,11 BEAD B aoT

To:  Chief, Naval Operations P JZ O/j 5

Vias (1; Commander Task Group 95,1
{2) Commander Task Force 95
(3) Commander Seventh Flest
(4) Commsnder Naval Forees, Far East
(5) Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet -~

Subjt Action Report - 13 June 1951 through 16 September 195]

Refs  (a) Article 0705, Navy Reguletisns DOWNGRADED AT 3 yeap INTERVALS:
(b) OpNav Instruction 3480.4 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 ygpgs
(c) C1G 95,1 OpOrder 2«51 (Revised) P00 DIR 520010

1« In sccordance with references (a) and (b), the Action Report of Task
Element 95,11 for the period 13 June 1951 through 16 September 1951, covering
the period the Commanding Officer, U.5.8, SICILY acted a8 Commender Task
Element 95,11, is submitted herewith, |
2+ This is not a complete report of the sction of Tagk Element 95.11 for the
glven period because the Commanding Officer, U.S.8. SICILY, was CTE 95,11
only on the dates indicated in Part T of this report,
3« The report is divided into 6 PARTS as listed belows

Part I - General Narrative

Part II ; Chronological Order of Events

Part III ~ Performance of Ordnance Material and Eovioment includirg Ammipe

nition Expeditures | RECEIVED )
Part IV - Sumrary of Own and Enemy Battle Dearsge OPNAY .
| CENTRAL ey SECTION
Part V - Personnel Performance and Casualties Al 19R
: ﬂeg. &1:. - o
Part VI - Comments and Recommendations, Gop -
' ] v y NO; nnﬁ?;n-w&h
aeiieg L e e e
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Part I = Ceneral Harrative

4s  During the period from 13 June 1951 through 16 September 1951,
the U.S.8, SICILY (CVE~118) with Marine Fighter Squadron 323 emberked, operat-
ed off the West Coast of Korea as part -f the U. S. Seventh Fleet in Task
Force 95, under the operatisnal eontrol sf Commander Task Group 95.1.

(1) The Commanding Officer, U.S.S. SICILY alternated with the
Commanding Officer of the British aireraft eerrier ¥S GLORY as Commender
T-sk Element 95,11, Normally TE95,11 consisted of one carrier cnd four des-
troyers, or destroyer escorts, acting as screening vessels, Oceasionally
the screen was reduced to less than four ships to meet operationel demends
end when a destroyer was released to CTE 95.12 to perform night patrols.
4t least one of the carriers remained on stetion st all times and the e verage
operating period ﬁas nine {9) days., This report covers only the operations

of TE 95,11 when the Commanding Officar, U.S5.3. SICILY was CTE 95.11, as

followsa:
(2} 0830 13 Jun 1951 2100 22 Jun 1951
2100 2 Jul 1951 2100 10 Jul 1951
2100 22 Jul 1951 2100 29 Jul 1951
2100 4 iug 1951 2100 14 Aug 1951
2100 24 Asug 1951 2100 1 Sep 1951
2100 9 3ep 1951 2100 16 Sep 1951

(2) The enemy forces werc the North Korean 4rmy and Chinese
Communist forces ih enemy-held North Korez. No enemy novel forces were en=
eouritered by this Task Element, Enemy small eraft including sempams, junk,
saeilboets, smsll barges and pJWGf boats, operating in the rivers, estumaries
and along the West Coast of Korea were attucked and destroyed by omn air-

ereft whenever possible,
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Part I - General Narrative (Contta) R T A SRR Y

(3) Typical missions. of sircraft wype ntmed Reconnaissance, Corbat
air Patrol, Close air Sypport, Pre-briefed Strikes, Terget Combat sir Fatrol,
Navel Gﬁ) Fire Spotting, and Photo Reconnalssande. The operating ares for ti
aireraft wes roughly the sres cophgined between the coastline cnd & linc dre
from the Hen River Estuary through Sinmsk to Chinnompo.

(4) The opercting erec for Task Element 95,11 wus in area wanh ,
South of 39° 15' N and East of 123° 30' E during doyiight hours, During deri:
ness the oloment withdrew to the South, During the period of this report thu

U.8.S. SICILY opercted at verious times with #he following shipss

(e) HM&S W.RRAMUNGs (s) USS RENDOVa

(b) HNaS aNZLG | (t) HMS GLORY

{¢) USS HMWKINS (u) HMS CONSORT
(@) USs FISKE (v) HES CONST.NCE
(¢) USS BR.DFORD (w) USS RENSHAW
(f) USS CUNNINGHAM {x) USS BROWN

(g) RF. GREEN HuNGER (y) USS U. k. NOORE
(h) RFu WaVE CHIEF (z) HKCS CiLYUGA

(1) RFa WaVE PREMEER (ca) HMCS HURON

(5) HMS COSS.CK (bb) EMS MURCHISON
(k) HMCS HOOTKs (cec) USS PERKINS
(1) USS CONY | (dd) USS KIDD

(n) USS CONunY (co) USS NLIFEH
(n) HYS WOUNTS BnY (f£) USS WEDLERBURN
(o) Hi## ST, BRIDE'S BuY {gz) USS ORLECK

(p) HuS WHITE SifDS BuY (hh) HuS COLUS

(g) B¥S CuRUIGaN (1i) HECS .TH.BnSKnN

{r) HENZ ROTOITI $5j) HNMCS SIOIX
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101444,/ Jon

110530/Jun

12/Jun

130700/Jun

130830/Jun

14/Jun
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CHRONOLOGIGAL ORDER OF EVENTS %

Sicily arrived in Kobe, Japan, for embarkatlon of VIF 323 person:
ol and equipment,

Departed for Sagsebo, Jepen and landed aboard VMF 323 aircraft,
twenty-three (23) F4U.

One barrier crash occurred with no pilot injury. One aireraft
caught fire on landing with no injury to personnel éxcept the
pilot suffered a fractured right forearm.

Corrier qualified ViF 323 pilots. A tdtal of 31 flights were
made, resulting in one barrier crash with elass "A" damage to
aireraft, and no injury to personnel,

Moored in Sasebo harbor at 1530 and fueled from the RF.L GREEN
RANGER, CDR EDMUWD S, CAKVER, RN, iviation Officer of CIG 95.1
came aboard for temporary duty as operational odvisor,

Departed Sacsebo for the Yellow Sea Operating irea w;th HIAS
“ARUAMUNGA (DD123) and HMNS ViL GALEN (DD803).

Firing exercises on o towed sleeve were cnnducted enroute to

the operating zrea.

USS HATKINS (DDE73) cnd USS FISKE (DD842) joined formation on=

-route.

buties »f CTE 95,11 wero assuped this date.

Commencsd combat cir operations, launching a total of 28 flights,

(12 non-combat),

One class ‘"A" damcge barrier erash oceurred, pilot uninjured.
Combat Flights for the day werc reported om 4ir Attack Reports

{Oplav form 3480.3) numbers 1 through 4.

‘ _ * 411 times.local
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16/Jun 4 total o? 32 flights were made (12 non~combat), repnrted on
Air ﬁtﬁaék Roports 8 through 12.
USS CUNNINGHAH (DI752) was detached t¢ perform Bugatti Patrol
after flight operations. (Ref. (c) gives detsils of Bugetti Patrol)

17/Jun A total of 36 flights were made (12 non-combat), reported on
2ir ittack Reports 13 through 17.
C/PT BIGELOT ".TTS, USMCR, crashed inwater after receiving a
wave off,
The plane sank immediately with no sign nf survivor after
thorough helicopter and destrojer search,
UsS RRADFORD (DD545) performed Bugétti Patrs) during hours of
darkness,

| 18/Jun i botal of 28 flights (12 non-combat) were flown this date

and reported on Adr 4ttack Reports 18 through 21,
USS CUNNTNGHIH (DD752) porformed Bugattd Patrol.

19/Jun Bad wenther in the operating area hempered the doys operatiosng:
4 total of 11 flights (4 non~eombut) were flowh and reported on
idr ittack Reports 22 and 23,
One barrier crash oceurred resulting in Clcss ngH domage t9
aitplane and no piioﬁ injurys
CPR EDMUND S. C:RVER, RN, transferred to V.L GiLEN, HNS COSS..CK
(DD57) relieved HMNS VAN GALEN (DD803).
USS CONY (DDE508) and USS CONTAY (DDE507) relieved CUNNINGH:H

and BRADFORD, USS CONWAY performed Bugatti Patrol,

I
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20/Jun

21/Jun

22/Jun

222100/ Jun

010715/Jal

020910/u1

6
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Ead weather again hampered air operations,

A total of 8 flights (4 non-combat) were flown and reported on
Air Attack Report number 24,

USS CONY performed Bugatti Patrol

A total of 24 flights were made {8 non-combat) and reported on
Air Attack Reports 25 through 27, One taxi accident occurred
when & plane with brake failure skidded into the island struct-
ure, USS CONJAY performed Bugatti Patrol,

A total of 26 flights (12 non-combat) were made end reported on
Air Attoek Reports 28 through 20,

The formation refueled between flights from WMS WAVE PREMIER,
Transferred 1lst LT, J, R. YELLS, USMC to USS CONY for further
trensfer to HMS GLORY for intelligence liaison.,

USS CONY performed Bugatti Patrol.

Relieved by HMS GLORY; enroute to Sasebo, Japan with HMS COSSACK
end HiAS "TARRAMUNGA. Conducted AA firing enroute,

Underway for Kercan Combat Zone with HHAS TARRAMUNGA (D-123, HMS
NOOTK4 (D-=213), HMS MOUNTS BAY (F-627) and HMS FHITESINDS BAY
(F-633) in company.

Conducted 4 gunnery exercises., MOUNTS B4Y ond THITESANDS BAY
detached upon completion,

Lelieved HHMS GLORY a2t 2100,

Secured from Typhoon condition II ot 2333.

US3 MOORE (DELL2) joinhd formotion cnd eame clnegeido to tramsfor
1st It. J. R, 7ELLS who returned aboard for intelligence duty
after T.D, WS GLORY,

4 totel of 29 flights (12 non-combat) were flown cnd reported
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03/Jul

04/Jad.

05/Jul

06/Jul

071115/ Jul
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On Air iLtteck Reports 31 through 34. Ome F4U hit by ground
mechine gun fire; erash~landed, Pilot uninjured; rescued by
helicopter,

HMS CONSTLNCE (D71) joined formation ot 1712,

HMCS NOOTKZL performed Bogettl Patrol,

4 total of 33 Mizhts wore made (12 non-combat) with one class
"A" barrier crash reported on Lir Attack Reports 25 through 38,
CiPT CLIVIN K, CUXRENS, USHC,¥illed in action whon hit by ground
small crms fire 12 miles ST Pyongyang in strafing attack,

MLJOR WILBUR F. RVANS, USMC, shot dovm near Sengvong. Recoverad
by helicopter. Suffered broken pelvis.

BMS WIVE CHIEF, escorted by HMNZS ROTOITI, rofusied screen.

4 total of 38 flights wore made {12 non=combat) and reported on
44r Attack Reports 39 through 44,

USS MOCEE (DEA42) performed Bugatti,

4 total of 30 flishts wore made (10 non~combat) and reported on
LAir Attack Roports 45 through 49.

HMCS NOSTK4 {D213) performed Bugntti,

HMNS Vil GALEN (D-203) relioved HMS CONSTANGE (D-71),

4 totnl of 32 “lipghts woro mede {12 non-combat) rnd roorted on

Air ittock Reports 51 through 54,

USS HOOKE {DE442) performed Bugatti,

USS TOLEDO (03-133) with CTG 95, R/ADN G. C, DYER, TSN, embarked,
and US3 BR.DFORD (DDw545) joined formotion, R.DY DYER was
flown to the SICILY by helicopter and, aftor obsexving flight

operations shifted his flag back to the TOLEDO at 1530,

‘ a.
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080600 /Jul

09/Jul

10/Jul

102100/Jul
11/Jul
19/Jul

20/Jul

4 total of 36 flights were made (12 non-combat) and reported
on iir Ltiocek Reports 55 through 40,

USS BRIDFED (DD=545) performed Bugotti,

U3S TOLETO and USS BRL.DFCORD deperted fermation, HMS TAVE
CHI¥F [40), cscorted by HMS CONSORT (D~72), 3oinod formation to
refuel seronn,

4 total o 44 fiizhts were made (14 nen=eombat) and reportod

on Lir At¥ack Reports 61 throush 67,

HMCS NOOTEL (D~213) performed Pugabti.,

L total o7 40 Flights wore mede {12 non~combat) ond Tenortad

on iir 4Livtack Reports 68 through 74,

One Lirersii went over port side cre to foilure of brakes vhich
weres dameged by enemy fire, Pilot resovered by helicopter;
uninjored,

USS MOORE torormed Bugatti.

- 4 totel of 28 Tlights were made (10 non-combat) ond reported

on Lir ittack Reports 74 through 78, U.S.S. MOORE ond HMCS
HOOTKL werc datached.

Relieved os CTE 95.11 hy FUS GLRQY.

Bnroute Sazebo, Jopine

Enroute Forern War Zone., VYonducted battle problem with HMNS
VAN GATES (D-8C3) and HHAS MARRAMUNGA {D-123).

2100 ~ R-ijicved KNS GLORY ﬁa CIE 95,11,

& tolal of 24 £lights were mede (10 non-combet) and roported
on Jir Attrel Roports 79 throngh £z,

USS RENSHIN (DDE-449) ond USS BIOWY (ID-744) ininad formation,

USS BaORI parformod Bugetti,

R, s
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21/Jul

22/Jul

23/Jul

24/3ul

251130/Jul

...

4 total of 30 flights were made (10 non-combat).

Flew cover for MIG 15 salvage operation by HES CaRDIGaN BAY (PF),
USS RENSHAW performed Bugatti,

4 total of.lo flights were made (2 non-combat),

Very poor weather hampered operations.,

USS BROWN performed Bugaetti.

A t@tal of 10 flights were made (4 non-combat) and reported on
Air Atteck Report 83.

Poor weather,

US5 RENSHAW performed Bugatti.

USS BROWN detached,

4 total of 43 flights were made (12 nen~comhat) ané reported

on air Attack Reports 84 through 89.

CAPT BYRON M. EURBAGE, USNC, failed to return from sirile; crashs

after being hit by small arms fire while on strafing atteck at
Sohae~-ri,
UsS.S. RENSHuW performed Bugatii,
UeS.S. ULVERT M. MOORE (DE~442) joined formstion,
HMS CuRDIGAN EAY (PF), joined formrti-m to transfer CTE 85,12,
C4PT, W. L. M. BROWN, RN, %s SICILY 1$r aonferense <21 Han diver
Estucry Operztion.
Sereen refueled from RFA WaVE CHIEF,
& totcl of 31 flights were made (12 nen-sombat) snd reported on
4ir attack Reports 90 through 93,

USS RENSHaW performed Bugstti,
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260613/J0)

261855/ Jul

27/Tal

28/Jul

281927/Jul

29/Jul

292100/Jul

L?unched hellcopter with LT. R. H. TULLIS, MC, USN aboerd, to
}ly to HNNZS ROTOITY (PF) to assist in acute appendicitis
operation., A total of 42 flights were made ( 10 non-¢ombat)
and reported on Alr Attack Reports 94 through 103,

JMS GLORY (GCVL), HMOS CiYUGA (DDEw-218), HVCS EURON (DD=216)
joined formatlon.

4 total of 44 flights were made by SICILY and GLORY (12 non-
combat) with ono crash landing due to damuged landing gecr
and reported on Air fttack Rebort 104, Pilot uninjured; plone
suffered Class "B% demaged

FHS CAYUGA performed Bugatti,

4 total of 56 flipghts were made by SICILY and GLORY (14 non+

éombat)'with one barrier crash cnd reported on Air Atteck
Roport 105,

Plané suffored Clags miv domage when it nosed over; no injuries.
Hade Sonar cortact. RENSHAW and MOOKE fiere detached from the
foimation to investigate and werc leter relieved by CAYUGA and
BURON, 4ntiesubmorine patrol continuned by CAYUGA and HURON
during the night.

Continued investigation of Soncr contact while refucling sereon
from RF. WiVE CHIEF. Fincl evaluntion non-submarine.

4 total of 101 flights wore mede by SICILY and GLORY (15 non=
combat) and reported by Mdr Lttack Reports 106 through 108.
Shifted flog of CTE 95.11 to WIS GLORY upon completion of cir
operatlons and deported for Sascbe, Japen with HMNS VAL GALEN

(D«803) and HMAS "LAFRAMUNGA (D-123).

~ -1a -




04/Aug

042100/ Aug

050735/ Aug

06/Aug

07/Aug

08/Aug

UQ/ﬂug

Enroute Korean War Zone, HMS COSSACK and HMS CHARITY in company
conducted AA firing exercise, and battle problem,using. own

ship's aircraft,

felieved HMS GLORY ag GTE 95.11

USS RENSHAY (DD-499) joined formation.

A totel of 34 flights were made {10 non-combat) and reported
on Air Attack Reports 109 through 113,

HMS CHARITY (D~29) performed Bugatti Patrol,

4 total of 26 flights were nade { 10 non-combat) and reported
on Air Attack Reports 114 through 118,

HMS COSSACK (D~57) performed Bugatti Patrol,

A total of 20 flights were made { 10 non-combat) and reported
on Air Attack Reports 119 through 121,

GAPT J. L. KANE, USN, GONCARDIV 17 and GAPT ", A, SCHOECH, USHN,
prospective Counanding Officer, U.S.S, SICILY (CVE-118) came
éboard by plenc.

US3 RENSHAT (DDE~459) performod Bugatti Patrol,

uss REHSHA-*:? (DDE~499) was detached end USS HEDDERBURN (Iit=684)
Joined formation, 4 total of 12 flights were mado ( 10 non-
combat) in v.ry adversec weather and reportod on Air Attack
Report 122,

CAPT J. L. KiNE, USN, COMCARDIV 17 and party dopartod,

& total of 32 flights wére nade { 10 non~corbat) and reported
on Lir attaek Report 123 through 130,

Refueled formation from RF. "AVE CHIEF (40).

US3 RAIFEH (DEnBSQ)'perrormcd Bugettl Petrol,

.
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10/4ug

110900/Aug

12/ iug

13/hug

14/20g

142100/ g
15/ug
23/.ue

& NECLASSIFIED

A total of 36 flights worc nade (10 non-combat) and reportod on
4ir Attack Reports 131 through 137,

One aircraft suffered class "A" damagc in barrier erash; no
injury to pilot.

USS NAIFEH (DE~352) performed Bugatti Patrol.

C/PT W, A. SCHOECH, USN, relieved CAPT J. S. TH.ACH, USH, as
Commending “fficor of this vessel and CTE 95.11, 4 total of
36 flights were mada (10 non-combat) and roported on .ir Attsck
Reports 138 through 143,

USS NAIFEH (DE-352) porformed Bugatti Patrol,

CAPT J, 8. TH.CH, USN, loft by TBM to roport for duty as Chief
of Staff, COMCARDIV 17. Formation refudlad from RFA WAVE CHIEE,
A total of 36 flights were made (10 non-combat) and reported

on air Attack Revorts 144 through 149.

USS NAIFEH (DE-352) performed Bugatti Patrol,

4 total of 36 flights woro nade {10 non-combat) and reported

on &iir Lttack Roports 150 throush 155,

USS NLIFEH (DE-352) performed Bugatti Patrol.

A total of 37 flirhts were made (12 non-combat) and reported

on alr ittack Reports 156 through 159.

US3 NLIFEH (DE~352) and U3S WEDDERBURN (DE~684) mare dotached,
HM3 GLORY assumed CTE.95.11.

Enroute to Sasebn, Jepan for replonishment and reeraation,

LCDR I, Li VICKWRIAN and party of four sfficcrs fron USS

RENDOV.. (CVE<114) raported choard €or T.D as absorvars.

ey - 12-
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24/ g Underway for Karean Wor Zone with USS PRERKINS (DD-877) and HMLS
4NZIC (D-59) in company. Conducted 44 firing oxercises. USS
KIDD (DDm661) joined formation. Lssumed CTE 95.1) from HHS
GLORY .

251123/ hug 4 total of 40 flights were made (16 non-conbat) and reportoed on
Iir Attack Roborts 160 through 166,
MAS ANZAC (D~59) performed Bugatti Paotrol,
HMCS CAYUGA (DDE=218) joinod formation,

26/Lug 4 total of 39 flights were made { 10 non-combat) and reported
on Air Attack Reports 167 through 170,
HMNS VAL GALEN {D-803) joined formation and HNMCS CAYUGA was
detached for duty with CTE 95.12, HMNS VAL GALEN (D-803)
performed Bugattl Patrol, |

27/Aug 4 total of 24 flights were made (10 non-combat) and reported
on Alr Attack Report 171,
Formation refueled from RFA AVE PRBHIER, escorted by HMS ST:
BRIDEYS BAY,
USS PERKINS (DDR-877) performed Bugstti Patrol.
Target Teather closed in during the day.

28/Aug A total of 4 flights wére made { 4 non~cotbat),
Flew weatier recco flig‘ﬁs but operatioﬁs area remained closed in.

281532/Aug  USS PBRKINS (DDR-877) investigated small craft fear formation,
identified es fisiing craft of Japansss Registrys HMNS VAL GALEN

(D-803) performed Bugatti Patrol.

R
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29/ hug

30/ lug

31/ing

1/Sept

012100/Sopt
192100/Scpt

101535/Sept

111148/3ept

12/Sept

A total of 39 flights were made (10 non-combat) and roperted
on Air Atteck Reports 172 through 179.

TMAS ANZAC (D=59) perfd;'med Bugatti Patrol,

L total of 38 flights wore mede { 10 non=combat) end roported
on 4ir dttack Heports 180 through 187,

USS KIDD (DD=561) performed Bugatti Potrol.

4 tétal of 26 flights were mede (10 non-combot) and reported
idr lttack Reports 188 through 190,

Formation refueled from RF. W.VE PREIIER., USS PERKINS ( DDR-877)
performed Bugatti Patrol,

4 total of 34 flights were made ( 10 non-combet) and roeported
on fir (ttack Reports 131 through 196.

Relieved as CTE 95,11 by HMS GLORY.

Relieved HHMS GLORY #8 CTE 95,11,

Detached ORLECK and ATHABASKAN to investigate sonar contact.
Contact eveluated as non-gubmarine snd the ORLECK and ATHIBASKAN
rejoined at 1605, 4 total of 42 flights were made (10 non~
combat) and reported on Air Attack Reports 197 through 201,
HMCS ATHABLSKAN performed Bugatti Patrol,

4 total of 3¢ flights were made ( 10 non-combat) and reported
on 4ir Attack Reports 202 through 206, Major General C, G.
SCHILT, CG 1ST MAY, came abosrd to observe flight operations,
USS ORLECK performed Bugafti Patrol.

4 totzl of 38 flights were mede { 10 non-combat) and reported
on iir ittock Reports 207 throngh 211. USS HANNL verformed

Bugatti Patrol.
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13/3ept, 4 totol of 38 flights were mede ( 10 non~combat) ang reported

on iir Attack Reports 212 through 216,
HMS COMUS performed Bugatti Patrol,
MiJ. GEM. C, F. SCHILT departed,

1./Sept 4 total of 38 Mights were mrde ( 10 non=combat) ang reported
on Lir dttack Reports 217 through 221,
HMCS SIOUX performed Bugatti Patrol,

15/Sept 4 total ﬁf 37 {lights were mede ( 10 non~combat) and reported
on iir Attack Reports 222 through 226,

16/3ept 4 total of 37 flights were made { 10 hon-combat) amd rsported

- on dir Attack Reports 227 through 230,
162100/Sept  Relieved as CTE 95.11 by HIMS GLORY

Enroute to Sasebo, Japan,

L 1.5 L]
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) PIRT III - PERFORMANCEOF ORDLNINCE IRTERIAL AND EQUIPHENT INCLUDING AMMUNITION

EXT ENDITURES

L. A11 Ordnance material snd equipment operzted satisfoctorily or has

been the subject of previous reports.

B. Ammonition Expenditures (less Training)

Cs

1.

2.

3.

Bombg Jung July
1000 # G. P. 0 0
500 # G, P. 91 333
Napalmn 28 121
Rockets

5® HV.R 728 2038
3.25" TP, 97 0
50 Cal., Belted 58,235 235,385

Training /mmunition Expenditurocs

i

2,

3.

50 38 Cal. 1 20
40 Mi 3,805 3,330
20 Mt 1,442 1,574

fugust Sgptomber

) 0
204 116
102 68
704 . 878

0 316

177,310 120,300

5,575 1,247
2,266 640
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PuRT IV - SUKMARY OF OWN 4ND ENEKY BATTLE DAMAGE
#e. Own battle damsge
l. No bettle damage wes shst&ined by the ships of this tosk eloment,
2, Demags to sircraft ~ sco Novel Air Werfare Reports submitted for
the poriod 13 June 1951 through 16 September 1951
ﬁ. Battle domage inflicted on the ononYy.
1. No damage was inflict.d on the enemy by the ships of'this tagk
element while operuting thercin,
2, Enemy battls demege inflietod by own sireraft - sca Neval air
Werfers reports submitted for the period 13 Junc 1951 through 15 Septembar

1951.
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P4RT V - PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES

4« Personnel performance was excellent and in many cuses outstanding.

B. Casualties

1. The only casualties sustcined were those of VMF-323 pilots which
heve been covered by previous reports (OPNAV 3480.3).:
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Part VI - Comments and Recoimendations
4. Doctrine

1. Although no enemy alr opposition was encountered by either airborne
strikes or the carrier force aqd its CaP it was found necessary te use an
imaginary "watchdog" orbit peint for returning flights in ordef to prevent
munerous unvarranted air alerts for the formation, This 8ystem worked very
satisfactorily and it is recoﬁmonded that it be made standerd doctrine for -
situations whore no ships can be made avallable for "watchdog! and Mtomeotd
stationg,

2. It must he commented that the international charzctor of the forces
which comprised CTE 95.11 werc neo obstacle to smooth operation, The exeollent
scamanshin and efficioncy of the various Bercen commanders was particulirly
notable, Combinegd operationé of this kind are felt to be involuable in build-
ing good vill and o sowrd foundation for futurc United Nations cooperation,

B. 4ircraft _

l. HMost of thc F&U aircraft originally embarked hed already served through
two combat tours and thus vore feirly difficult to neintain,  This problom s
greatly allevisted as ronlacoments were obtoined,

C. Equipuent

i, The H=2 eatapult could not be uscd in launching aireraft with heavy
leads during no wind conditions. This sloved opcrations neticoably ot those
timecs,

2.. The SK-3 &ir Scerch Reder hed 1nsu£f101unt range to give adequate carly

vorning fnformation, In the sone ficld, the altitude infornation from the &P

‘- -19 -
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radar was hot always reliable, a 2000 to 5000 feet error in reading not being
unusual, |

3., The present RCM equipment carried has proven of very little velus,
The ship could use modern RCM equipment which has high possibilities for the
CVE,

4» 4 most valuable electronic aid during the Task Force 95 operations
was the DBF, VHF Direction Finder., This equipment was used a number of times to
home lost aircfaft in bad weather conditions., It was particularly useful to the
CVE in view of the short dependable range of the SK-3 Air Search Radar. Of even
more value would be a direction finder which is gyro-fed to provide true read-
ings, crystel controlled, end aﬁtomatic in determining sense. A4 pigce 6f
equipment incorporating those features was obsarved in operztion aboard the HMS

GLORY and has apperently been in ype in the British Navy for a number of years,

W. 44 SCHOEGH
ADVANCE COPIES TOs
CNO : (2)
CHC (2)
CINCPACFLT - (10)
COMNAVFE (10)
COMSEVENTH FLT (2)
CTF 95 (2;
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COMAIRP4C 520)
CG AIRFMPAC 23
CG FMF PAC {2)
CG 18T Maw (2)
CO MaG 12 (2)
VIF 323 {(2)
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U.5.8. SICILY (CVE-138) CVE118/416~13
¢/o Fleet Post Office VAE,/20/3ns
San Francisco, California Ser [}[31
13 NGOV 1952

DECLASS,F'ED DDWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALSY
— 7 DECLASSIFIED' AFTER 12 YEARS

DOD -DIR 5200.10

Frons Comnanding Officer, U.S.S, SICILY (CVE~118)
Tos Chief of Naval Operations
Via: (1) Commonder Task Group 95,1

(2) Cormander Tesk Forco 95

(3) Commonder SEVENTH FLEET

(4) Comrender Navnl Forces , FAR E4ST

(5) Commnnder in Chief, Pacific Floot

Subjs Action Report for the poriod of 4 September through 13 September
1952

Ref: (&) OPNAV Instruction 3480.4
(b) CINCPACFLT Instruction 3480,14

1, In accordance with references (a) and (b) the action Report of the U.
S.S. SICILY (CVE-118), VHa~312 ombarked, for the period 4 September through
13 September 1952 is hereby subnitted,
2. The report is divided into six parts as listed below:

PART I = General Narrative

P4RT II « Chronological Order of Events
PiRT ITI

Rerarks on Performance of Ordnance Meberial and Equiprent,
1neluding snrmnition Expenditure

PART IV =~ Surmary of Own and Eneny Battle Damage
PART V = Personnel Performance and Casunlties

PART VI - Corments and Roconmendations
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GENERAT, NARRATIVE

4. During the period of this report the U.8.8. SICILY (CVE-118), under the
command of Captain Almon E. LOOMIS, 62535/1310, USN, with Marine Attack Squad-
ron Three Hundred Twelve (VMA-312), under the command of Iieutenant Colomsl
George C. AXTELL, 06857/7202, USMC, embarked, operated as a part of Task Farce
95, in the U. S. SEVENTH FIFET, under the operational control of Commander
West Coast Blockading and Patrol Group (CTG 95.1).

B. The Commending Officer, U.S.S8. SICILY (CVE~118), acted as CTE 95.11 from
2100T 4 September uatil 21001 13 Seplember when he was relieved by the Con~
manding Officer, HMS OCEAN, During the subject pericd TE 95.11 consisted of
the SICILY and its screen, HMS COSSACK (D=57), HMCS NOOTKL (DDE-213) and
U.S.Sa MARSH (DE"‘699)¢

Cs The Task Element operated in the vielnity of latitude 37¢ - 30! N, longi-
tude 124C - 30' E. Its mlssion was to provide air suppert for the following
tagks which were assigned to the West Coast Blockading and Paircl Group,

(1) Enforce blockade of the West Coast of Kerea south of latitude 390 -
35 N to prevent ingress or egress, mining, or supply and reenforcement by
S8,

(2) Occupy, control, end defend the following West Coast Islands:
SOKTO, CHODO, PAENGYONGDO, TAECHOMGDO, YONGPYONGDO, TOKCHOKTO, Protech our
sea communications therewith.

(3) Provide escort and air support to own naval forces.

{4) Support minesweeping operations.

(5) Support troops ashore with navil gunfire.

(6) Conduct aerisl recomnaisscance of the enomy-held West Coast of
Korea.

(7) Support friendly guerrilla activities and meintain lisison therewith.

(8) Destroy military installations and other worthwhile targets of
oppertunity.

This mission included the following specific tasks:

1. Provision of a two aircraft TARCAP by day for Task Unit 95.12.1 in
the CHODO-SCKTO area, The tasks of this TARCAP in order of priority weres

(a) Strike enemy artillery activities against own forces.

*{b) Give cover against enemy propeller driven aircraft attack.

AR -2~
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PART I {Cont'd
(¢} Keep under regular surveillance cozstal aren AMGAK to S4GR-RI,
(@) Airspot in the same area if required,

<s Daily armed reconnaissance of the coastal area between the HAN
River and the TAEDONG Estuary and recennaissance of the coast nerth of the
TLEDONG up to HAMCHON at least every other day, to detect and destroy anemy
personnel, artillery, vessels, and equipment threatening friendly islands;
to keep coastal airfields in the area under surveillance and teo detect any
mining activity or blockads running, (Important sightings requiring action
by surgaca forees were passed to the spprepriate Surface Blockade and Patrol
Unlts,

3« Provision of strikes as requested by Elements and Units of T0 9541,
guerrilla organizations, and J.0.C, Korea,

4+ Conduct of armed recennaissance, strikes.and interdiction threugh-
out the area west of the following line: HaNCHOW - CHUNGWA, thence south
down main supply route through HVANGJU to SARTWON, thence aleong main supply
route through SINMAK to the Pegeo Conference Restricted irea, thence along
the westorn perimeter of the Restricted irea to the HAN River Estuary.

5« Provision of AIRSPOT as requested by Surfaoce Blockads and Patrol
Group,

6s Provision of close air support as requested by J.0.C. Korea,

7« Provision of convey cover as requested by CTF 9n,

D. The enemy forces were the North Kerean Peoplos aArmy snd "Wolunteer" Chi-
nese Communist Forces in enemy held North Korea,

E. Regular coastol reconnaissence indicated that enemy blockade running and
coastal shipping eontinued to be at = standstill, However, enemy small craft
were found operating in the rivers and estuarics and were attocked,

&1r swpport for the defense of friendly islands and military installations
¥os contirndd. This was accomplished by strikes em gun positions threatening
these islands and by spotting on coastal targets for patrol vessels in the
areas An enemy build-up appeared to be in progress in the HAEJU and WOLSARY
coistal areas. Both of these build-ups threatened friondly instollations and
as a result extra strike effort was placed on them, & considorzble number of
heavily reenforced positions had recently been built on the WOLS4RI peminsula
and tunncls were being dug as pesitions for heavy guns, Efforts were made to
knock out as many of these positions as possible but it was fourd that general
purpose bombs, which were the enly enes avellable, were not very effective,

TARCAP was provided in the CHODO~SOKTO area, In the early pert of the
period only a two plene section was provided bt an increase in MIG activity
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mode it necessary to chonge to a four plane unit. Since this reguired an ine
erdinate percentage of the ship's total effort, those aircraft were sent on
prebrisfed strikes prior to reporting in as TARCAP,

The program of interdiction and harassment which has been in effect for
sone time was continued. Strikes were node on many targets which were pro-
vided by local intelligence forces., These torgots were troop concentrations,
gun positions ond supply dumps. In addition, numerous transportation facili=-
ties such as bridges and junks located by reconnaissance were attackeds

During this operating period MIG~15's wore encountered on two occasions.
On 9 September, in the vicinity of 380=-45'N, 124C=45'E, four MIG!s were sight-
ed by six F4U's. Tho FAU's were in the process of attacking several junks snd
sighted the MIG's as they entered an attack from six o'elock, They immediately
turned into the MIG's who broke off the attack prior to entering firing renge.
The MIG's,at an oltitude of about 10,000 feet and flying at approximntely the
sone Speed as the F4U's,boxed in the F4U's for about 5 minutes, Following
this the MIG's broke off und departed to the north without muking any further
attocks

On 10 September in the vicinity of 38°=39'N, 124°=-501E, two F4U's, which
were flying at approxinately 8,000 feet, suddenly sighted four {(4) MIG=15's
coming down on their tails from aboves The F4U's immediately entered a weave
and were successful in meeting the chemy alnost head on. On the second weave
cne (1) MIG~15 was shot down by the F4U's and was scen to go down in flames.
The MIG pilot bailed out and was alsc aflame. Soon thereafter the Fil's at-
tempted to breosk off the action by heading for CHODO Island losing altitudc.
The MIG's contimued their attacks., One FAU was hit by 37mm fire in the port
wing and the pilot bailed out. Lfter this the MIG's departed to the North,
Four additiopnl MIG's were sighted at approxirmaiely 15,000 feet during the
action. The F4U pilot was recovered in approximately ten (10) minutes by a
YDUMBO" from POENGYANG~DO but neither the MIG-15 nor the pilot was located,
For further details see VMa=312 sir Crew Survival Report Noo. 15, dtd 8/10/52;
V=312 Aircraft Lction Report No. 74, dtd 8f30/¥2; Vi#h-312 air Combat Report
No. 1 dtd 8/10/52.

The total number of sorties for the period was 318 with a total of 597
hours flown. The cverall daily average was 63,0 hours flown in 35.3 sortics.
The daily average of assigned aireraft was 21.5 and the average daily aveila~
bility was 1524
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CHRONOLOGTCALL, ORDER OF EVENTS

/4452 At 21001 the Commanding Officer of the SICILY cssumed commend of
Task Element 95.11 and OTC West Coost relisving the Commanding Officer of the
HMS QCELN. The night was spent proceed:mg to the operating area with the
U.S.S. MLRSH in companye

9/5/52s Flight Operations cormenced at dawn and continued throughout the day.
& total of 43 sortics were flown of which 12 were CiaP, 12 TuRCAP and 19 pre-
briefed strikes and reconnnissance. One aireraft was lost on catapult launch
and the pilot recovered, uninjured, by helicopter. Details sre provided in
Part IV below. The Tusk Element was joined by HMCS NOOTKa during the morning
and by HMS COSSACK in the late aftermoons Shortly sfter arrival of the COS-
S4CK, the NOOTKA was detached for night patrol.

9/6/52: Commencing on schedule, 39 sortiecs weroc flown throughout the day,
These flights consisted of 12 CiP, 12 TARCAP and 15 prebriefed strike and re-
connalssance. COne aircraft wes lost on catopult launch and the pilot recover=
ed, wminjured, by helicopter. The NOOTEA rejoined ot 0900 and at l?BO'tha
COSSACK was detoched for night patrel. : .

9/7/52: Thirty-eight sorties were flown during the day consisting of 12 CaP,
12 TaRCAP and 14 strike and reconnaissance flights. One aireraft was lost
by ditching while returning frowm a mission. The cause was engime failure
evaluated zs probeble flak damage. The pilot was recovered by helicopter and
taken to friendly territory. The COSS84CK rejoined at 0900 and the NOOTK: was
dotached at 1730 for patrol.

9/8/52: Thirty-throe sorties were flown consisting of 12 CiP, 10 TLRCLP and
11 strike and reconnaissence, The NOOTKs re joined at 0900 and the MaRSH was
dotached for night patrol at 1730.

9/9/52: & total of 38 sorties werc flown consisting of 12 CaP, 12 TaRCaP and
14 strike and reconncissence, During the aftorncon four HIG~15's made a non~
firing run on one of this Task Elementi!s striles. 4t 0900 the MuRSH returned
and at 1700 the COSS4CK deported for the nightly patrol.

9/10/52: Thirty-three sorties were flown consisting of 10 CiP, 10 TuRC4P and
13 sirike and recomnaisssnce, During the afternoon, four MIG~15's attucked

o twe plane scetion of TaRCAP in the gonersl vicinity of CHODO snd in o dog—
fight whieh followed ene iIfIG was shot down in fleames and one F4U was domaged.
The CUSS4CK rejoined the Task Element at 1000 znd =t 1750 the NOOTKa was cgein
detached for putrol.

9/11/52: 4 total of 35 sortics were flown this date comsisting of 10 CaP, 20
TaRCAP and 5 strike ond reconnaissance, 411 TaRCiP aireraft hit pro~assigned
targots prior te carrying out TaRCAP duties. During the morning ons zircraft
wos damnged by enemy ground fire but was landed successfully in friendly ter-
ritory with no injury to the pilot. The NOOTEA rejoined at 1000 »nd at 1720

the ILRSH was detached for assigned patrol.

—
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9/12/52: Due to heavy aircraft danmage only 28 sorties were flown this date.
0f these, 10 were CLP and 18 were TaRCAP, with the latter agnin hitting pre-
bricfed targets at the beginning of their flight. The M4RSH rejoined at 0945
and the COSSACK was again ossigned the night potrol, departing at 1720,

9/13/52: Thirty sorties werc launched on this finol day of operations, These
consisted of 10 CAP and 20 TuiRCaP with pre-ossigned targetse 4t 0915 the
COSSLCK rejoined and at 1600 the MURSH wes detoched for night patrols st 2100,
HIS OCE&N assumed the duties of CTE 95.1l, at 2310, ss the OCEsN and SICILY
passed, the NOOTEA was detached znd the SICILY, with the C0SSiCK as escort,
continued south enroute to Sasebo, Japan.
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FPERFORUANCE OF ORDNANCE MATERIAL
&ND ECUIPIENT INCLUDING aMEUNITION EXFRENDTTURE

4» Thirty-six (8,1%) 5" rockets failed to ignite for reasons as listed belows

Nunber Couse

13 Pigtails broken in flight.
7 Faulty igniter receptacles,
2

Pigteils disengaged from receptacles due to locking pin
failure,

[ved

Foulty wiring in rocket elsetrical systicle
6 Rockots foiled to ignite.

B. Two rockets fell off louncher during arrested lendingse The latch pins
sheared in dero 1l4i corbination bomb ond rocked louncher,

Ce Armunition Ixpenditurcg.

1. During the opercting period covered by this repert the following
ordnance was expendeds

By Vi#i-312 iircrafts

1000 pound GP bombs 23
500 pound GP bombs 147
260 pound Fragmentation bombs 277
100 pound GP bombs 358
NePALM Fire bombs i8
20mm rounds 23,600
50 Caliber rounds 61,500

By U,S.8, SICILY {CVE-118)

40mm None

A, .
L .7
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PLRT IV

SUMRY OF ORN 4ND ENEMY BiTTIE DaMALGE

&, Qun Battle Damegg »
1. Battle Damage to the U.S.8. SICILY (CVE~118) ~ None.

2+ For damage sustained by VMA~312 aircraft ses Naoval air Warfare
reports submitted for this operoting period.

3s For operational damagc suffered by VMa-312 airceraft ses Operational
Darnge Report for September subnitted by U.S.S. SICILY {CVE-118).

B. Battle Demage Inflicted on the Ereny.
1, By the U.S.S. SICILY (CVE~118) - None.

2e By Marine attock Squadron Three Hundred Twelve as listed below:

ToRGETS D BLGED DESTROYED
HIG-15 1
Railroad Cars 4

Transfermer 1

Junks 23 25
Trucks 2
Billoting areas 4

Radio Positions 2

Command Posts 4 2
Troop Concentrations 16

Power Sub~Station 1

Rnil Bridges 1 2
Road Bridges 25 9
Bunkers 8 6
Trenches 4 3
Supply Dumps 19 1

g -8~
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TARGETS DAMLGED DESTROYED
Buildings (Barracks & Warchouses) 41 | 106
Guri Positions _ 37 14
WIa . | 321

KIa 659

3s The following damoge wos confirmed by friendly agents, This damage

was the result of one C4S and seven strike missions and is included as a part
of the estimatod damaged listed in soetion 2 ghoves

TLRGETS DAMLGED DESTROYED

Gommand Post 1

"SCR 300" Radio

Oxen

Ox Carts

Trucks

105mm Gun

60rm Gun

AT R S 1 B & R I

Barracks
Truck 1

KTa ' 476

WL 271
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FERSONNEL PERFORMLNCE 4ND CASULLTIES

be Porsonnal Performance,

The overall performance of personnel was in accord with the highest stand-
ards of the Navy and Marine Corps. Entry into combat was accompanied by a
fine show of enthusiasm and aggressive spirit by =11 hands,

B. Gasualtios,

On 10 September 1952 Captain J, G. FOLUAR, USMC, was forced to bail out
over water after his aireraft wes hit by an attacking MIG-15, He was recovor-
ed by helicopter., Heo suffered a sprain of the left shoulder,

Co The recomronded wertime conplement cos submitted by this cormend to CObf
4IRPAC dated 22 March 1952 (Conf Ser 074) reficets the personncl requirenents
of the ship for this type oparation, :

(1) air Deportrent: Total nurbors adequate. The ship needs one 4BC and
one &LBl, who ore groduates of Catapult and irresting gear school,

(2) Novigntion Departnents sdequate,

(3) Supply Devartrent: idequate,

(4) Gunnery Depertment: 10 to 15 morc non-raoted men sre necded to main-
tain condition 3 wntches and continue NGCESSOry NpKoeDe

(5) Operations Depnrtronts 41l but one rated redioman have received

orders to shore duty. In order to naintain the radio crew at aon opercting
level, it has becen necessary to request that those orders be held in aboy-
ancc until completion of this combat cruisc. Cooperation has been received

in this matter znd is nuch apprceliated, Howcver, it is considered inportent
to note thet oven with the granted delays in execution of orders, the short-
age of petty officers is so ncute in relotion %o commitments that their en—
tire effort nmust be devoted to operational traffic, This has severely handi-
copped the training progran and it now appears that littls substandtiscl pro-
gress in troining replacements cbonrd enn be expeciod during the combat poeriod,

(6) Engincering Department: Therc is an overall shortage of petty officers
in the EM, BT and M{ retings, However, the critical stoge of training has
passed and the total of petty officers is now approaching the sllowanco lists

- 10 -
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SPECIAL COMMENTS AND RFCOMIMENDATIONS

A+ A4As moy be noted from Section E of Part I the operations reported require
¢lose liaison with a number of heterogencous unitse. &lso, CTE 95,11 is given
wide latitude in octing upon the intelligence and requesis for aid recceived
from these units. It 1s therefore highly ilwmportant that commands becomo
thoroughly familiar with the area and its numerous "ground rules" before take
ing over as CTE 95,11, The SICILY had a face=to=face turn—=over from the U.S5.S.
BATAAN {CVI~29), This included the transfor of various working files and chart
overlays as well as background informetion, 4&n excellent briefing was received
from CTG 95.1 staffs In addition, LCDR JOY, RN, who is thoroughly faomiliar
with the operations, accompanied the ship on the first few days of its first
patrols It is considered that the above represents the absolute ninimun of
preperaetion reguired by a command to propere it for assuming the duties of

CTE 95,11,

Several sdditional things can be donc, The Commending Officer of HMS
OCEAN kindly offered to send his Operations Officer ICDR Manley COGPER along
for the ecrly phose of the first patrol., This offer was gratefully cccopted
and the ship benefited greatly from this officer's long experience in the area,
Prior to reporting for duty the ship sent the Intelligence Officer on a tour
of shore installations in the area and later the Operations and Air Operctions
Qfficer visited Joint Operational Command Hezdquartors, Korea, It is consid-
ered highly desircable for officers who can bo spared from cmong the Operotions
Officer, Air Operations Officer, Air Intelligence Officer and CIC Officer to
make a tour of the area before the ship takes over its dutics, This tour
should consist as much as possible of the following: a visit to J.0.C. Koroa,
visits to the principel intelligence end cother military units in the various
friendly coastal islands, a day zaboard one of the patrol ships and fronm two
to three days aboard the opersting carrier. Early receipt of the applicable
operctions orders is alsc highly desirable in order that personnel nmay make
a thorough study of then before the turnover is begune

B, It is intoresting to note that the twe atbacks by MIG aircraft on F4ills
were not cs demeging as might hove been expected. Low altlitude, 9,000 feet
and below, and the distonco of the MIGS from their bases, 100 to 120 miles,
were undoubtedly contributing faclors to this, It docs appear, however, that
the agagrcssive defense = turning into the attock and setting up o defonsive
woave was very effective protection.

Ce L8 stoted in poregraph I, E above, goneral purpose bombs were found to be
relatively ineffective agninst the heavily reenforced gun positions on the
WOLSLRI Peninsula. Tiny Tim rockets ond armor plercing bombs will be obtained
for use against these positions.

D. 4 number of attacks were mode on areas where intelligence reports indi-
cated that enemy troops were billeted. Troops werec very scldom sighted during
these attacks and as a result ostinmntes of WIL ond KIh were very low. Ground
Intolligence, however confirmed 476 Kli and 271 WIL after a series of strikes
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which had resulted in an estimate of no enemy casuaslties by the pilots. It
appears that the enemy is continuing his tactic of concealing his troops on
epproach of aircraft and that strikes against troops billeting areas are gen~
erally more effective than pilot estimates indicate,.

E, Hidden gun emplacements and other types of camouflaged targets were found
to be extremely difficult to locate. Very low level reconnaissance had been
fairly effective for this work in the psst, but had proved too costly in plsnes
and pilots to be contimted, Photographic covernge was available through J.0.C.
Korea by special request but when honorsd required two to rive days to process
exclusive of interpretotion, Since the enemy mekes a practice of moving his
guns and other equipment at frequent intervals the above service was not fast
enough to be fully effective, It has been recommended by sepsrate eorregpond-~
ence that a two plane photo team in addition to the marine squadren be assign=
ed to the carrier which is on the Yellow Sea Patrol.

Fo Approximately one~half of VMA-312 aircreft were equipped with ADF receivers.
In order to utilize this equipment, assignment of s frequency wo: obtained, A
IDE transmitier was used and o trensmitter key was relocoted to be within reach
of the air controller, The following procedure was set up. In event of fail-
ure of other homing eguipment or in an emergency the pilot requested "SISTERY,
If the operational situaction permitted, the 4ir Controllor then sent a ten
second dash, followed by a letter identifier and cnother 10 second dash, With
a power of 100 wztts good results were obtained up to 50 miles, Even though -
this equipment must be used with caution in the combot area it is considered
well worth-while to mcke the cbove arrangements when the ADF is slready installe
ed in the aircrsft.

Go EBaorly warning and S4R in Korea were copordinated by the 5th Air Force at
Seoul, The following circuits were uged for this purposes

(1) West Coast 5th 4ir Force Navy Liaison Net (voice)o, This net was used
for carly worning and SAR in Korea, The most important stotions on this net
were the 5th Air Force at Seoul, Corrier Task Element 95.11 (SICILY), ADCC at
Chodo and Paengyong-Do Islands. Upon occasion Commender Task Eloment 95,12
also entered the net,

(2) West Coast 5th 4ir Force Navy Liaison Net (CW)., This net paralleled
the previously mentiomed net with the exception that stotions were limited to
Commander Task Element 95,11 and 5th Air Force. Upon occasion tho Commander
Surface Patrol Element (CTE 95.12) also entered this net to file OP and flosh
traffic to 5th 4ir Force.

(3) Carrier Task Group 95.1 Task Group Commanders Net. The stations on
this net were Commander Tesk Element 95,12, Commander Task Element 95,11, and
most of the ships and task units of Task Elemont 95,12, This net served to
pass traffic between 95,11 and units of Task Elsment 95,12,

Originally both East and West Coast Navy wers on the same Liaison Nets,
This was changed just before this ship reached the area and communications on
the new linison nets were very poor during most of the operating peried, Howe

.
S!..Illilill.l!l.ii‘i - 12 -
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6ver, it improved toward the end of the period loveling off &t about as folw

lowss
VOICE! RELIABILITY 4T END OF PERIOD
Chodo 20%
Pasngyong~Do _ 40%
5th Alr Force: : 50%
o
5th 4ir Force 60%

The improvement was tho result of the combined efforts of all commands in-
volved, These efforts included tightening dewn on eircuit discipline, better
control of frequency shifts, frequency assignment changes, ond, it is believed,
equipment changes by the 5th Air Force,

One of the most serious zspects of the situation was that Chodo, which was
the northermost station and slmest alreys detected bogies first, wos also the
orne least often received. This was pertially overcome by the nlertness of the
surface patrol in the Chodo arca, This patrol paessed Chodo flash reports on
the Viest Coast Nevy Command Mot (CW). Tho SICILY CaP wos also usually able to
plek up this informetion on gurrd channel and pass it to the ship via VHF,
Carriers on the Yellow Sec Pstrol should clways brief their CaP to be aclort
to perforn this duty. 411 cormands were still studying the situction ond moke
ing efforts to improve it when the SICILY loft the ared.

ALMON E, LOOMIS

Copy to:

CNO (2) idvance

CINCPACFLT (2) Advance Copy tos:
CINCP4ACFLYT EVALUATION GROUP (1) CG 4IRFIFPAC (1)
COMMAVFE (1) &dvance CG FIFPLC (1)
COMNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP (1) CG 1st MW (1)

COMSEVENTHFLY (1) 4dvance
CTF 95 (1) advance
CTG 95.1 (2)
COMAIRPC (5)
COMSERVPAC (1)
COUFaIRJAPAN (1)
NAVAL WAR COLIEGE (1)
COMCARDIV 17 (1)
CONCARDIV 15 (1)

CO, FaIRBETUPLC (2)
COMMLRCORPS (1)

| ot
RN

60, iG~12 (1)

CO, Vike312 (1)

U.S.S, BaTuial (CVI-29) (1)
UuS.8. RENDOVA (CVE~114) (1)
U.S.8. BaIROKO (CVE~-115) (1)
U.S.S. POINT CRUZ (CVE-119) (1)
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% FLEET POST OFFICE 1dR/20/mle
SaN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA ser. {212
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DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS3
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARG
DOD DIR 5200.10

From: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. SICILY (CVE-118)
Tos  Chief of NavallOperatiens
Via: (1) Commender Task Force 76

(2) Commander SEVENTH FLEET

(3) Commender Neval Forces, FiR EAST

(4) Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet

Subj: ction Report & October through 16 October 1952

Ref: (a) OFNuV Instruction 3480.4
(b) CINCPACFLT Instruction 3480.1.
(¢) COMPHIBFORFE Operation Plan No. 10L.=52

1. In sccordance with references (a}, (b), and (c) the action Report

for the period 6 Qctober through 16 October 1952 is hereby submitted.

2, This report is divided into six (6) parts, s listed below:
part I =~ General Nurrative
Part II = Chronological Order of Evonts
Part III- Ferformence of Ordnance Material and Equip-
ment including Ammunition Expenditure
Purt IV - Own and Enemy Bottle Deamage
Part V = Personnel Performance and Casualties

Part VI - Comments and Recommendations
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GENERAT, N.BRR.TIVE

L« During the period of this rcport tho H.S5.5. SICILY (CVE~118), under
tho command of Captain ilnon E. LOOMIS, 62535/1310, USH, with Morine
ittack Squadron Throp Hundred Twelve (VMA-312), under the comaand of

Licutenant Coloncl R, E, IMERON, 007027, USIIC, cmbarked, operated es .
P

a ﬁart of Task Forcc 76 in thc U.5., SEVENTH FLEET. g

B« The Comnmanding Officar, H.S.S, SICILY (CVE-118), assumed the title
of CTG 76,2 at 0523002, it 0903002 the SICILY reported to Taosk Group
7645 and assuncd CTE 76.52, 4t 111908%Z, upon being dotached froo Task
Group 76.5,. the SICILY assumed CTG 76,2, 4t 1309457 tho SICIIY rejoinoc
Task Greup 76,5 cnrouto to operating arca and assumed CTE 76.52., Upon
cntering the vieinity of the ohjeebive crea the SICTILY was detcched froro
Group 76,5 and agoin assumed CIG 76,2 ot 1419087 ond rotained this do-
signotion until JOINT ANPHIBIOUS T.SK FORCE 76 wos digsolved ot 161000Z,
Tho Group consisted of mnc (1) oscort carricr snd two (2) destroyore

ceting as sercon.

Ce Tha Task Group opercted 2s pert of Task Force 76 in the Sca of Japar

&nd cgainst cneny forces in the Wondan Bay -~ Kojo Peninsula arco,

D, Tho aneny forecs were tho North Korcen Peoples irmy and "*Voluntocr®

Chinecse Comnunist Foreces in oncny hold North Koroa.

E. The nission of theo Tesk Group wes to provide Lir Support in sccord-

anco with Lonex H, Commonder imphibious Foree, Far BEast Operction Plan

No. 10li~52,

F. During thc novonent phascs of the Tosk Foree this T&sk Group ongega

in troining and exoreiscs in proporetion for the coming operctions.

Nnily olngearae 311 Noval £ fPires Snadkddineg rmd ToaatdianT Mo ThoasPogar
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PLRT I (Cont'd)
procedures wore conducted for all VMA-212 pilots. The movement phascs
allowed ample time for thorough Intolligonec cnd operational briefings
prior to the arrivel of the Task Group in the objective arca,

Continuous reconncissonce of the lines of communleations in and
loading to the objective croa revealed o complete lack of major cnomy
mevenent throughout D-Day and D41 Day,

411 flights, upon returging from the objective area, roported inti-
wireraft firs of the "iutonmotic weapons® type in tho vieinlty of the
beach ond along cll moin supply routes in the area, The chowe roports
wore consistently cvalusted os modercte and acecurate anti=aireraft fire,
Only ono F4U frowm the BICILY sufferod seriocug demage from cnti-aireraft
firc and the pilot of thet airersft was able to sccomplish o successful
crergoney landing at K18,

4t 160215Z two (2) F4U's, whilc in the vicinity of UTHM Grid OU 4025
sightod six (6) 11IG-15 typo enony fighters, The F4U's were ot an alti-
tude of 7000 foet and flving on a course of 210° Trac. Tha B4U pilots.
heard a tronsmission on VHF stating thot MIG®s wore in the arca and,
upon hcaring this roport, onc of the pilots sightod the MIG's at six
(6) o'clock, The F4U's initicted ¢ defensive TOLVE,

«Iter folloving the F4U's for approxinctely 5 minutes, the MIGS:
departed without toking any hostilo zetion. The MIGS remeined ot an
cltitude of approxinctely 15,000 fuot throughoudithe oncountor.,

CIC eboard the SICILY was assigned control of thae GAP in the objoct-
ive oreca and it is folt that valusble axperionce vas geined by oll air

controllers ond CIC porsonncl in this operation,

e s -3
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PiRT I {Cont'd)

The total numbor of sortics for the period was 127 with ¢ total
of 37445 hours flown, The following is a brockdown of the total sortes
flowns 41 CLiP; 36 Navel Gunfire Spot; 28 Toeticol Jir Observer; ond

22 reoeonnaissonce,



0608272

0705427
070714%

0822172

0903002
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PART 11

CHRONOZOGICLT, ORDER OF EVENIS
The U.8.5« SICILY under the command of Captain Almon E, LOOMIS
deoparted Saaeﬁo, Japen for Oteru, Hokkaido, Japen. VMa=312,
commanded by Lieutenpnt Colomel R. E. CiMERON, USMC, was
ombarkad. The sereen consisted of the U.5.S. BLIE {3D~744) and
the UiS.Si HUBBARD (UD=748).
Cotmanged refusling the U.S.S. BLUE \DD=744).
Commenced refusling the U.S.S, HUBB&RD (DD~748).
4rrived Otara, Japane
Commanding Officor U.S5.5. SICILY assumed CTE 76.52 and reported
to Task Group 76.5.
Underway,from Otaru and joined Task Group 76-5; Errcute to the

090545Z
ohjective area.

130CC1T REwercised ot tacticsl drille.

1005247 Exercised the crew at goneral gquarters,

1119082 Detacked from TG 76.5 and assumed CTG 76.2,

1119502 The U.S.S. KNOX (DD-742) and the U.S.S. HOLLISTER (DD-788)
jo:!.ned and formed screen, |

112102Z2 Commemced flight opeyations for Rehearssl of Joint Amphibious
Tanting. |

1209207 Secured from flight aperatisns, Buring this day with twenty-four
(24; giroraft on board, an gverage of seventeenr (17) aircrafi
wers availasble. 4 total of twenty~eix {26) sortiss were flown.

L ]
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Fifteen (15) of these were CAP flights, three (3) were for
taetical air observation and eight (8) -were simulatod naval
gunfire spot and close air support. & total of 81,5 hours
ware flown during the day, |

1221002 Commenced fiight opemﬁtons;._

1221392 Commenced refusling the U.S.S. HOLLISTER (DD-788).

1223002 Commenced refueling the U.S.S. KNOX (DD-742).

1308502 Seéured flight operations. | Dux‘ing thig day there were twenﬁy-
folf (24) hiddreft on board and al average availability of
sixtoen (16), Fifteen (15) GAP flighis were flown for a botel
of fiftywsix (56) £lying hours. |

130945% Rejoined TG 76.5.

1320572 Commenced flight operations.

140619Z Secured from flight operations, During this doy twenty=-four
(24) sircraft were aboard and an-average of nineteon (19) aire
craft wore available. Eight (8) CuP flights wers flown for a
total of twenty=five (25) flying hours.

1419082 Detached from TG 76,5 to operate as TG 76.2 with the U,S.S,
ROGERS (DD-876) and the U.S.,S, HUBB:RD (DD=748) as screens

1419552 Commenced flight opcreticns, |

1508032 Secured from flight cporaticms, |
Durdng th.i's day thore wore twontyefour (24) sireroft on
boardt and an averags of twenty (20) aireraft wers available
during the day, The SICILY provided Teotical Adr Observers
for the landing forcoe and air spotting for the bombardment

]
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ships, Twenty=nine (29) sorties were flowm for a total of
cirhty (80) flying hours. Twelve {12) sorties wero supplied
for naval gunfire spot, eight (8) for reconnaissznee missions
and nino {9) to act cs tocctical air observera, Only tho ro=-
connalsgenco flights were loaded with an external bomb load,
Therefore very fow torgets were struck by circraft from this
shipe .The following is o list of the damoge inflicted by

SICILY circraft.

T/RG RESULT
Building Dastroyed
15 Buildings Danaged or Destroycd
Supplics Damaped
Road Bridgoe Damaged

1511342 Jolined Task Eloment 764,00,

151956Z Detachad to opercte as TG 76.2 with the U.5.5. ROGERS (DD-876)
and the U.S5,5, HUBBIRD (DD=748) as o scrcens

1521002 Commenced £1lirht oporations.

1602152 Tuo (2) F4Us sichted six (6) MIG=-15s, The MIGS followed tho
F4Us for chout five {5} minutes and thon departed mithout
toking hostile actione

| 1608112 Securod from flight operctions, During this day thero wore
twonty-onc eireraft on board and an everage of cighteen {18)
aireraft were availeble, Forty-seven (47) sortios, consisting

of sixtcen (16) tactical air obsorvors, and ono (1) CIP flight

viora flown with ¢ totgl of

SONREEIN
L - -
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ART IT (Cont!

one hundred thirty-two (132) flying hours for the day.

The following damages wore inflicted on the enemy during

the dey:
TARGET
Bujldings
4 railroad cars

Tranches

RESULT

3 destroyed, 2 damaged

2 heavily damaged
Troops strafed, No damage

assessad.,

1610007 Joint Amphibious Task Force 76 was dissolved.
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e & toted of 148 rocheis wvere losced during the oreration. Seven
(") rockets, or o tutel of 4.7 of those louded, were roturnec to

the ship es cice.

zEer Lo Lalul
HVik A Figtail improperly engaged

in igniter recoptecle.

HVak 1 Duc rocket,

Hiad 1 reully igniter receutncle.

HiVeail 1 Figtail wes Lrokun duc to
ejoetee lin™s wng brass fron

g, ammnition expenditures:

1. Vin~312 aircreft:
0 Ik, Gui. Bowbs 22

5Y dockets (HV aR) 152

20 'Y Rounds 7,035
50 Cal. Rounds 20,875
2o Lewaine 0101
o amunition vas ex, enced by the U.5.5. 3I01LY,
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4. Om Battle Danage,

1, MNo damage was infliéted on ships in this Task Group,

2. For damage sustained by Vii-312 aircfeft see Noval fir
Werfare Reports submifted for this opersting period,

3. For cperationel damagersuffered by VMli=~312 zireraft see
Operctional Damags Report for 1 October to 18 October, 1952,

Subnitted by the U.S,8. SICIIY (CVE~118).

B. Battle Damage Inflicted on the Enenys
l. No battle d amage was inflic\ted on the ensmy by the
U.5,.8, SICIIY,
2e The following is battle damoge inflicted on the cneny

by VMi-312 aircerafts

ZNGET RESULT
Building 4 Destroyed

15 buildings Danaged or destroyed
Supplies Dapcped

Rozd Bridge Depmaged

Buildings B danaged

4 railroad cars 2 heavily domoged
Trenches Troops strafod. No

damaged assossed,

R
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PART ¥

PERSONNEL PFRFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES

4. The following dispatch was received from CTF 76:
WPERFOKMANCE OF AIﬁGRAFT, CIC AND AIR CONTROL PERSONNEL

SICILY DURING JOINT AMPHIBIOUS EXERCISE CONSIDERED OUTSTANDING.M

B. Casualties:

Ho casualties were inflicted on personnel of this Task Group,

Ce The present ship's COMBAT INFORMATION CENTER with the comple=
ment of forty-five (45) enlisted men and six (6) officer air

controllers proved adequate for this operation, However, extend-
ed operations of this type would require additional enlisted per-

sonnel,

L - 11 -
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PART VI
CQIMENTS 4ND RECOMMENDAT IONS
4, Neval Operations,
lo Durfsse.

Due to the low top speed of the CVE class carrier the ususl
difficulty of regaining station after flight operations by the "Baker®
method was experienced.

| In a oruising formation such as 92R when air ocperations are to
bs conducted by the independent'method, it is recommended that care
riers be assigned any ona of the following four stetions: Van, rear,
and flanks, After flight operations the carrior could then return to
the most advaﬁhmgaous of the four stations and a grect desl of unnscese

sary gteaming and time out of fdrmation could be avolded,.

|
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(a) &ir operations were carried on with no unusuel ‘nci=~
dents. All.flights scheduled werg flown, The eircraft maintenance
erews performed a commendable job in keeping the alreraft flying,

~13-
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PART VI (Cont!d)

20 hdz (Gontid)

b, Two {2) barrier crashes occurred in which the teil wheel
yoke housing sssembly failed, In onme case the ogsembly collspsgd ’
but the tail hook held and the plane stoppod short of the barriers.
Iﬁ the second cose, the assembly partod end the plane hit barriers
number 2, 3, and 4; The tail wheels were unlocked and the landings
wore made tail wheel first, but in a slight wing~down attitude. The
landings did not seem hard nor the skid severe enough to cousc mator=
ial failure, A%%%%gjﬁiting factor, which maintenance personnel
sboard the ship were unebld to check for, was the possible presence
of imperceptible fractures in the metal. If Dye Penetramt kitg were
.amilabla to the ship, these fractures could be detecteds These Dye
Penetrant kits are svailnble on the open market and should be made
availasble to fleet maintenance personnels The kits are small,

inexpensive, and sinple to use.
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B4RT VT (Joptinued)

De Iciantification and evaluation of eir contacts by the use
of the UTM grid proved cumbersome and inaccurate in the limitod
objective area of this operations It is felt that a system of ro-
porting air contacts from a prominent radar referonce point in the
obJective ares would permit more expédi‘bious handling of bogles,

- 16 -
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6. The SP rader, due to the nomavailability of spare parts proved to
be totally inadequate. This radar is becoming obsolete due to the
development of improved typom. It is felt that an improved height
finding ;adar is necessary in the effoctive handling of alrcraft

and should be installed aboard this type carrier as scon es availe
able,




D, Intelligence:

3r 4 detailed Flok analysis would be very beneficial to a carrier
enteriag this type of operation in an unfamilisr area, If this ine
formation were included in.the Intelligence Amnex, it is folt that
better results would be obtained from the aireraft and possibly &
saving in material and aveilebility of aireraft would resulit,
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E. istica:

R« lomistic Support was furnished by Cormmonder Fleet 4ir Jopon
and NGO Yokesukn, The action taken to oxpedite delivery of rarts
required for 40G planes was very good considering the short time .
allowed. However, it is believed that even bettor results might have

been obtained hed it been possible to keep Commander Flset 4ir Japen
informed of the SICILY!'s schedula,
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Je Matgrig],

ls Bureau of Aeronautics
as Overege cement in Kits, Repair (Stknr R37-K=500) for MK IIT
Antieexposure Suilts = ;t is recommended that all subject Kits in stock
in N3D Iokosuka an? in stock on board the U,8.S. CHOURRE (ARVel) be dn= '
spocted and roplaced if the cement therein is found to be overoge (6 monw
ths is the storage limit)s It is further rocommended that the following
zetion be tokons |
(1) Discontinue procurcment of the Kits (R37-E~500),
(2) Thon stocks of Kits ore oxhausted, issus coment (Stknr
R52-C»1557), byrd cloth and noeprenc impregmated topos
(3) Add comont (Stknr R52-C~1557), byrd cloth and neoprone
improgncted tape to tho Section "A" Lllowonce Jist for
all applicable supply supporting activities, and symbol
code these itoms (G7) indicating cold woathor material.

- 20 =
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PART VI (Conttd)
1. a onaut Conttd

bs Tubo Assombly, Drop Tank (Stknr R82CV-VS~48817) = Tho
roplacament rate of the tube (commonly reforred to as e "goosenock®)
is high {about 8 tubes por 10 tanks dropped)s It is rocommendod that
the source codc be changed from Mel to P or P=l, It is furthor ro=
comonded that it be sdded to the Seetion "BY allowanco list for
FAU=4/4B cirerafts. The numorical cllowance should be 80% of tha
ellomanee of MK 12 extorncl auxiliary fusl tanka.

Plvon 3 Totoss,

4fimon E. LOOWNIS
Copy to:

CNO (2) fdvance

CINCPACFIT (2) Advanca
CINCPACFLIT EVALULTION GROUP (1)
COMNAVFE (1) 4dvanca
COUNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP (1)
COMSEVENTHFLT (1) Advaneo
CIF 76 (2) Ldvanco

COILIRPAC (5)

GCOMSERVPLC (1)

COFLIRILPAN (1)

NZJLL TUR COLIEGE (1)
COMCLRDIV 17 (1)

COMCIRDIV 15 (1)

CO, FAIRBETUPAC (2)
COMMARCORPS (1)

CG FIFPLC (1)

CG LJIRFTERIC (1)

CG 1st MAT (1)

CG, WG~12 (1)

- CO, Vii=312 (1)

UeS.S, BLTLALN (CVE~29) (1)
U.5.3, RENDOVL (CVE=114) (1)
U.8.3. BAIROKO (CVE-115) (1)
UoSeSe BLDOENG STRAIT (CVE=116) (1)
UsS.5. POINT CRUZ (CVE~119) (1)

.
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PART VI (Conttd)
1. a onaut Conttd
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the source codc be changed from Mel to P or P=l, It is furthor ro=
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CINCPACFLIT EVALULTION GROUP (1)
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COMCIRDIV 15 (1)

CO, FAIRBETUPAC (2)
COMMARCORPS (1)

CG FIFPLC (1)

CG LJIRFTERIC (1)

CG 1st MAT (1)

CG, WG~12 (1)

- CO, Vii=312 (1)

UeS.S, BLTLALN (CVE~29) (1)
U.5.3, RENDOVL (CVE=114) (1)
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